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> NFL TRAINING CAMP PREVIEW 
10 The drought is over 


Doesn't it feel like forever since the Colts took home 
the Lombardi? It has been five months. Five Combine- 
scrutinizing, draft-watching, free-agent-signing months, 
Shouldn't somebody be hitting somebody by now? 


12 Fresh starts Randy Moss and other 
big-name newcomers could provide the key for 
their teams’ success. 


20 From cream puff to supertough Where 
does your team’s camp fall on our five-level 
degree-of-difficulty scale? 


22 Sweating the big stuff Welcome to the NFL, 
rookies, Now, close your mouths and open your minds 
to Willie Anderson's 11-point training camp guide. If 
you do, you just might survive. By Mike Nahrstedt 


24 Owner’s manual The rankings, draft-day tips, 
sleepers, busts and much, much more to help you 
prepare for a fantasy bonanza. By Sporting News 
Fantasy Source experts 


34 Team previews Get inside all 32 teams with 
analysis from the people who cover them every day. 
Plus, get the pure take on camp from the guys who 
live it—and endure it—every day. 


Don’t look for Sportina News in next week’s mail. 
That's right, we're taking a week off, though we won't 

stop hustling to keep up with the pen- 
nant races, bulk up for training camps 
and think of new ways to entertain you 
with an insider's look at all the sports. 
One week. That's it. We'll be back! 


COVER: STEPHAN SAVOIA / AP 


Send your editorial comments 
to Senior VP/Editorial Director John Rawlings 
at jrawlings @sportingnews.com. 


You think this is bad, wait'll you find out 
what the Ravens do to their rookies. 


KNOW IT ALL 


To Know List The hunt for an unfor- 
gettable October makes baseball's 
stretch run better than any other. 

6 On Deck LeBron’s ESPY moment(s) 
and Barry does Chicago. Plus, Bob 
Hille’s Starting 5. 

7 An exclusive club Once a Heisman 
winner, always a Heisman winner. 

8 Your Turn An NBA/baseball menu 
with a large helping of hot dogs. 

9 Sports Talk Pingpong, racing and 
beer with actress Aisha Tyler. 
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To subscribe to Sporting News call 800-777-6785. 
Listen to Sporting News Radio online at rac 


For address changes or subscription questions or problems, e-mail subscription @ sportingne 


n. For delivery questions or problems, e-mail delivery @sportingnews.com. 
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= Your expert source for Foothall) Bas 


Meyer and his Gators made a big splash last 
year, but can they do it again? 


/COLLEGE BASKETBALL/ Camping out with the future stars 


Ready for some summer hoops? Insider Mike DeCourcy will be at the biggest summer camps, 


blogging on the college gamé’s next big stars. Go to sportingnews.com/experts/mike-decourcy. 
/FANTASY BASEBALL/ Get your team in order... 


Still holding out hope for your fantasy squad? Get advice for the stretch run from our Fantasy 


Source experts at fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 
... Or get a whole new team 


If you'd just rather scrap your entire team, there’s still time to sign up for Fantasy Baseball Chal- 


lenge: Season 2. Go to: fantasygames.sportingnews.com. 


/MEMBERS/ Islanders and Sabres must be shaking in their 
A 7 boots.” 
Five star p rofile On watching Canadian players win the 
_ Member name: breakaway99 Stanley Cup for U.S. hockey teams: “It’s kind 
Member since: October 2005 of like Canada rejoicing when the Toronto 
Hometown: Edmonton 


Blue Jays won the World Series. With all due 
respect to my friends south of the border, as a 
proud Canadian, I am tired of not seeing Lord 
Stanley come home.” 

On NASCAR: “We NEED this sport in 
Canada.” 


Favorite teams: Oilers, Saints, Braves, Cava- 
liers, Washington Huskies, Kurt Busch 

On the NHL: “Simply put, there is no better 
professional sport in the WORLD than 
hockey!” 

On recent NHL free-agent signings: “Well, it 


looks like the Rangers have gotten a lot better, 
and Anaheim and Philly look to have 
improved. L.A. made some noise. The 


What sport do you NEED? Join our free 
community and start your blog at 


members.sportingnews.com/member. 
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Wright Tonight. Listen every weekday from 10 p.m. to 
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Get ready Lu muls = 


Somewhere under a rainbow, baseball became a sport 
that is hard to love out loud. The shame of sports—drugs, 
disloyalty, obscenely overpaid players—has largely been 
baseball’s to bear. Fair or not. 

But you baseball fans should be shouting from the 
rooftops because your game owns the thrill of the playoff 
chase. More so than in any other sport—including the 
NEL, which has all but trademarked the word parity—any 


major league team that makes it to the postseason can win f ; Howard knows 

it all. Witness the 2006 World Series champion Cardinals, i ae $s 

who had the 13th-best record in the game, and the Angels, pawn 
are anything 


Marlins and Red Sox, who won titles as wild cards from 
2002-04. 
As we move on from the All-Star break, the hunt for an 
unforgettable October includes no fewer than half of the 30 
teams in the big leagues. Only a die-hard skeptic wouldn't 
be excited about these non-division leaders’ chances to win 
their first world championship of this century: 

Braves. The all-pitch, no-hit days are over— 
Atlanta’s .270 team average is second-best in 
the N.L. and tops in the East. 

Cubs. They were homerless in nine 
straight games entering the All-Star break— 
their longest drought since 1988—but were 
the hottest team in the league, winners of 12 
of 16. To fans who had grown sick of the Cubs’ 
swinging for the fences under Dusty Baker, this was a won- 
derful development. 

Dodgers. They rank right behind the N.L.-leading Padres 
in ERA but have a much better team batting average (.269 
to .242). Angelenos can be excused for sneezing at that 
two-game deficit. 

Mariners. If any big league team smacks of those that 
have been overlooked in recent years, it’s Seattle, the only 
West team with a winning record against all three A.L. 
divisions. 

Phillies. Ryan Howard is on an RBI tear, great news for 
the team with—by far—the most thunder in the N.L. East. 

Twins. They have the best ERA in the A.L. Central and 
are only seven games behind the Tigers and Indians. Why 
can’t they make it five division titles in six years? 

—Steve Greenberg 


but going, 
going, gone. 
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Report: Clubhouse worker claims he saw Pujols consume 20 oz. of Vitaminwater before Home Run Derby >> A.L. ump truly needs glasses, concerned 
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A gaming ‘Boxers don't MH hia Heavy hitters 


blitz spar twice aday. \CE Still basking in the afterglow of this year’s 
aes Sprinters in the Olympics AW \/)iea Home Run Derby? Watch how it all started 
: y c - hi >, with Home Run Derby: Volume 1 ($14.98, in 
pe ee don’t train twice a day. ; stores). The four-hour DVD showcases Mickey 
EN 2 Week Tor Horses don’t train twice - oddly Mantle's 1959 slugging duels against Ernie 
mann! a a day, do they?’ i ~ Banks, Harmon Killebrew and other all-time 
ae , ; : s greats. The disc is the first in a three-part 
y* CL —Bengals wide receiver TJ. . series. Home Run Derby: Volume 2, starring 
F 10 AS oh on his disdain A af AQ Hank Aaron, will hit stores August 14; Volume 
ootba om for two-a-days. See our NFL training a 2» ' 3, featuring Willie Mays, will launch Sep- 


Sports and All-Pro Football 2K8 camp preview on page 10. 
from 2K Sports ($59.99 each for 
Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3). 
NCAA 08, the latest rendition 
of EA's engaging college football 


game, offers its biggest change in : i Backed into 
the dynasty mode. Recruiting now <i 
a corner 


forces you to pay attention to 
wae ihe cnet les an » GT How special is a British Open at Carnoustie? 
If your school doesn’t have Ml es \i/_ The past four Opens there have yielded three 
enough of what a recruit wants, Y Tt oy ' iconic champions—Ben Hogan in 1953, Gary 
you may be out of luck. The ; rar NAS ee Player in ’68 and Tom Watson in ’75—and, in 
system requires attention to s” } Nei ||) = 1999, a very different sort of household name: 
detail—almost as if it were _ . . | Jean Van de Velde, he of the most amazing col- 
inspired by a game EA released me, | | lapse in the history of the sport. 
last year, NFL Head Coach. i) > ay EA Big things happen on this terrorizing golf 
Le ee could’ he course—which makes it the perfect stage for 
f Tiger Woods to fight his final battle for a bench- 


Meanwhile, 2K Sports has a : : Ni 
ss faloion mark 2007 victory. The PGA Championship is 


tember 25. —Tricia Garner 


aoe fi £ still out there, but it’s such a distant fourth 
SueeRo. pro football. 

FOOTBALL Prevented from ee ner : among the majors that a win wouldn’t mean 
: using current i ys , Fd half as much as a Tiger fist-pump on 18 next 
NFL players seamen an t 4 Sunday (final-round coverage begins at 8 a.m. 

because of EA's Boy iV ET on ABC). 
exclusive deal % Ey Woods has won two consecutive British 
with the league, j ( geo Opens and three in all, but his shoddy play last 


oudes ae Mb x a. Se weekend at the AT&T National—his first tour- 
than 240 retired players, such as a) \ ) wf a , nament since fatherhood struck—means he’s 
Jerry Rice, John Elway and Barry ee 4 : vulnerable. Oh, and ticked off. Brace yourselves, 
Sanders. You'll build a team Everywhere you look, there Bonds will be. people. —S.G. 
starting with 11 former NFL 

greats; the remaining players are 


Millen. —Seth Elkin playing. —S.G. Tiger? 


~ fictional. The player rating system H j 

2 is an intriguing departure from the Coveri ng their bases 

Fa norm—rather than using numerical If the stars align with that giant black cloud in the sky, 

4 values, like every sports video Barry Bonds will hit his 755th and 756th home runs 

= game since the beginning of time, Saturday and Monday, when the Giants are on FOX and 

z ratings are based on attributes. ESPN, respectively. But things have a way of working out 

re) Your quarterback may be a a little more haphazardly than that, don’t they? 

3 “Scrambler” or have “Pocket Pres- Through last week—with Bonds sitting four homers shy 

ed ence.’ A receiver might be a “Deep of Hank Aaron's record—MLB and the networks still were 

z Threat” or “Mr. Third Down.’ The negotiating plans to cut into programming for Bonds’ live 

¥ challenge is figuring out how to at-bats. The key show is ESPN’s Baseball Tonight, which 

e blend together the right mix of has cut-in rights to any Bonds at-bat. After Bonds hits by 
cS] players and talents. Sounds easy No. 753, one MLB exec predicts, Baseball Tonight will run . fi 
& until you try it—just ask Matt longer than TV listings say it will whenever the Giants are Yi, 
2 


friends say >> Homeland Security forces begin to arrive in Georgetown, Ky., site of Bengals training camp >> Colts’ Manning ‘definitely keeping’ goatee, handlebar mustache 
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ON 


Who needs the 
Pistons when 
you’ve got 
Mahorn’s Shock 
winning titles? 


( GOTTA SEE All times Eastern 


PICK of the WEEK 


ESPY Awards (9 p.m., ESPN). 
Best Male Athlete BOrmDIce 
s co-hosts with Ji 

el. The Chosen One sfiohe 
not bring the house down, but 
one good line will all but guar- 
antee he won't be the worst come- 
dian on that stage. 


In the July 30 issue 


SAT It lacked the superstar power of the Vince Young-Reggie 
Bush Rose Bowl, but Ohio State’s streak-busting, double-overtime take- 
down of Miami in the 2003 Fiesta Bowl (2 p.m., ESPN Classic) rates with 
any game in any sport this decade. Yeah, I said it, 

@ FOX has Astros-Cubs, Cards-Phils and Dodgers-Giants at 3:30 p.m. By 
my unofficial count, that’s six starting first basemen who aren't as good as 
Prince Fielder. 


Giants at Cubs (7 p.m., ESPN). Close your eyes. Go ahead, 
close em. Now imagine the scene after Barry Bonds hammers No. 756 into 
the right field bleachers and some drunken yo-yo heeds the call to “throw 


Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel (10 p.m., HBO). Bad boys, 
bad boys, whatcha gonna do? If you’re Bill Laimbeer and his sweet, gentle 
right-hand man Rick Mahorn, you coach—and win big—in the WNBA. 
Also profiled: Gary Sheffield, who for all we know loves cats, moonlit walks 
and picnics by Lake St. Clair. 


We love our Masters and our U.S. Open, but anybody who 
fails to realize the British Open (first-round coverage begins at 7 
a.m, on TNT) is the premier tournament in the sport just plain 
isn’t a double-bogey golfer like me. —Steve Greenberg 


Summer break. we won't be publishing an issue next week— 
someone has to go drag Peyton Manning out of the pool!—but we'll be back 
in two weeks with an issue chock-full of stories to keep you blissfully 
unaware of the kids’ water balloon fight in the bpeive. 

@ Step inside the pregame routine of the Mets’ Je 

@ Steelers cornerback Ike Taylor experienced life on the bench last season, 
and it didn’t feel good. Find out how he plans to get back on the field. 


THURSDAY NIGHTS 
INKS ALL OUT 8&/9P 


BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


Barry Bonds. 

| expected the 

All-Star Game 
to leave me warm 
and fuzzy ... like un- 
refrigerated cheese. 


NFL camps. 
| can’t wait to 
see how my 


team’s new guys look. 


| hear this rookie bail 
bondsman’s got it all. 


Grown men 
wept at his retire- 
ment. Of course, he 
was a minus-18 last 
year, so they were all 
opposing scorers. 


The NBA. 

Some serious 

coin being 
tossed: Grant Hill’s 
deal with Phoenix 
pays him like a 
disappointing draft 
pick of the Cardinals. 


The Yankees. 

Have they 

given up? 
They're sending every 
season-ticket holder 
a game-worn Cynthia 
Rodriguez tank top. 


GIRLS. CARS. SPEED. NEED I SAY MORE? 


'® 6 a 


Hundreds of cars, thousands of fans, $10,000 in cash. 


INE TUNED 9:/1.0P 


Tyson Beckford turns import cars from mild to wild. 


OP! TUNERVISION 10&/11P 


Bikini babes, cars, drifting, live music and more. 


's/P/E 


CAN YOU HANDLE IT? 


SPEEDtv.com Keyword: HANDLE IT 


FROM TOP: JERRY S. MENDOZA / AP; RICH ARDEN / ESPN; RUSTY KENNEDY/ AP 
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GROUP: DEBORAH CANNON / AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN / WPN; JOHNNY RODGERS INSET: MALCOLM EMMONS / SN ARCHIVES; LEINART: JULIE JACOBSON / AP; ALL OTHERS: SN ARCHIVES 
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‘We 
nd then 


Joe Bellino 
1960 
Navy 


John David 
Crow 
1957 

Texas A&M 


Johnny 
Rodgers 
1972 
Nebraska 


Winners for life 


Once you cross that velvet rope into the exclusive club 
of Heisman Trophy owners, you’re in for good 


Ty Detmer, Heisman Trophy winner. 

It’s a tagline that will follow 1990’s best col- 
lege football player from BYU all the way to 
the grave. Heck, it may even be the first line of 
his obituary. The Heisman is, after all, the 
most famous trophy in sports. 

“Maybe,” says Detmer. “But I don’t think it 
will be very high up in my obit if my wife 
writes it.” 

OK, maybe it’ll be in the second paragraph 
for Detmer. The point is, the group of 
Heisman winners is the most exclusive frater- 
nity in sports. The price: spend a season in the 
sun. The reward: become a part 
of American lore—forever. 

“Tm more popular now than 
when I won the award,” says 
Navy’s Joe Bellino, the 1960 
winner. 


‘!’m more popular 
now than when 
| won the award.’ 


ners Association event. 
The largest gathering of 
Heisman holders ever 
outside of New York 
laughed, golfed, ate and 
swapped stories that 
surely get better with age, 
all in the name of raising 
money for charity. 
ee Leinart is one of two 
changes your life forever,” 
says Ohio State’s Archie from Mater Del High 
Griffin, King Immortal of the club because he’s 
the only two-time winner (1974 
and 75). “I get asked about the 
trophy almost every day. Win- 
ning means excellence.” 
So, Archie, where are those 
fabulously famous, stiff-arming 


Close to 25 members— 
UCLA’s Gary Beban (1967), 
Pitt’s Tony Dorsett (1976), Nebraska’s Johnny 
Rodgers (1972), Texas A&M’s John David 
Crow (1957) and Texas’ Earl Campbell (1977) 
among them—of this sacred sect of Saturday 
afternoon idols gathered late last month in 
Austin, Texas, for the inaugural Heisman Win- 


—1960 winner Joe Bellino 


bronzed baubles of excellence? 

“T have one on display at a 
restaurant in Columbus, Ohio,” says Griffin. 
“J have the other at my house.” 

Turns out, that’s where most winners keep 
their trophy. But a couple of winners 
have devised ways to put their Heisman to 
better use than just as a jaw-dropping, dust- 


Andre Ware _—iTy Detmer 
1989 1990 
Houston BYU 


George 
Rogers 
1980 
S. Carolina 


gathering conversation 
starter. 

Notre Dame’s John 
Huarte, the 1964 
winner, has his 
Heisman on display at 
his old high school, 
Mater Dei, in Santa 
Ana, Calif. “I figured it 
was better there,” says 
Huarte. “Maybe it can 
plant a seed, inspire 
someone to do some- 
thing they thought 
wasn't possible.” 

It worked for 

- Southern California’s 
winners tocome = fat Leinart, who went 
School. on to win the 2004 
Heisman after attending Mater Dei. No doubt, 
glimpsing the trophy on his way to geometry 
class had an impact. 

Johnny Lattner, the 1953 winner from 
Notre Dame, has the best idea of all: He lends 
his trophy to organizations, which raffle it off 
to raise money. “Why not?” says Lattner. 
“Places like Boys Clubs take it for a while and 
raise money for their organization. And the 
winner of the raffle gets to keep my Heisman 
for a week or so.” 

Brilliant. 

“Besides, if I didn’t do that, it would just be 
propping open the door on my office.” 

—Tom Dienhart 
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TURN 


Has anyone noticed the Cubs have begun to play some great 
baseball—coincidentally after Michael Barrett was traded? 
Or maybe it’s not a coincidence. —chris Dobstaff Austintown, Ohio 


@ It’s going to take a 
lot more than Greg 
Oden (SN, July 9) to 
fix what’s wrong in 
Portland. —bigdanster 
via SportingNews.com 


™ Everyone makes 
mistakes, and the 
Bulls’ John Paxson 
made his this year. 
Joakim Noah at No. 
92! That is a pick the 
Bulls will regret for a 
while. The only high- 
light in Noah’s career 
will be draft night. 
Terrible pick, Paxson, 
terrible. —Hippi-Kat 
via SportingNews.com 


m@ Am I the only one 
who thinks Boston 
actually did the right 
thing? If Ray Allen, 
Paul Pierce and Al Jef- 
ferson are all healthy 
(and that is a big “if”), 


the Celtics will immediately contend in the East. 
The trade was a gamble, but the potential payoff 


Aramis Ramirez and the resurgent Cubs are the 
new boys of summer—for now, anyway. 


| Pe 


is worth it. —phosrik 
via SportingNews.com 


@ Joe Torre on the 
hot seat (SN, July 2)? 
The Yankees’ idiot 
G.M. should be on 
the hot seat. Look at 
the pitching staff 
Torre has had to 
work with the last 
few years. Torre is 
not the problem in 
the Bronx. —imthe- 
flex via Sporting- 
News.com 


@ In your July 2 
issue, you point out 
that several major 
league teams are at- 
tempting to “go 
green.” How come 
no mention of the 
Cubs? They play the 
vast majority of their 
games under the 
sunlight and have a 


Real talk from a fan on Sporting News Radio 


‘What's stopping competitive eating 
from becoming the next popular niche 
sport? Poker is already everywhere, 
and so are all the action sports. You 
only see competitive eating once a 
year, but when you do it’s huge! You 
can't tell me that more people 
watched baseball on July 4th than the 
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest. I’m 
telling you, this will be the next big 
thing’ —Barry in Akron, Ohio, on the 
Arnie Spanier Show 


Will Randy Moss be an 
asset or a liability to the 
Patriots this season? 


Liability 


mechanical scoreboard. The Cubs have been 
green for decades. —Donald Faliszek, Chicago 


Liability 


Posted by stewie1313: 


Barry Bonds is at the center of a rivalry 
that is quickly becoming a classic: his 
supporters vs. the haters. There are about 
as many people who love Bonds and his 
contributions to the game as there are 
people who want to lynch him and have him 
walk away from baseball. You almost can’t 
tune in to a baseball show without them 
mentioning Barry. He could walk away from 
baseball tomorrow and still be the most 


talked-about sports figure for years to come. 


It is important for baseball fans to realize 
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CS IM Ge 220s ue tHe pRos — 
rN that in order to save this game we all love 


so much, we can’t be picking on Barry or 
sticking up for Barry. It’s a team sport. He 
has chosen his path. Bonds will be gone 
soon, and when he does leave, hopefully 
he'll take all of his baggage with him and 
the rest of the sporting world will send him 
off quietly and then forget about him. The 
fans deserve better. Baseball in general 
deserves better. 


To see more of stewie1313's blog, and 
many others, visit SPORTINGBLOGS at 
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TYLER: Yeah, actually, coming back from 
training, I totally got (makes' siren noise) 
going 105. You know that taste in your 
mouth, like you just chewed on tinfoil? It 
was totally like that. The cop just came up to 
me and was all, “SLOW DOWN.” I was like, 
“Oh, my God, thank you so much.” The 
window was up, so I was, like, mouthing it at 


Sports talk 
with Aisha Tyler 


Comedian, actress, star of Balls of 
Fury (in theaters next month) 


SN: Tell me about Balls of 


, Fury. ‘ e é ike : him. 
TYLER: It’s a big, very cool : 

comedy. It’s kind of like Enter 

the Dragon meets Dodgeball set 


in the world of competitive : , 
pingpong. ‘Officer, | swear, | was only going a few miles over!’ 


SN: OK, quick: Tell me in 10 seconds why 
sports fans should see your new movie. 
TYLER: It’s the world of pingpong like 
you've never seen it. It’s the best elements of 
the sport: the pure athletic talent, the laser 
love racing. That’s my new passion. focus that elite athletes bring to the game. It’s 
SN: Does that passion carry over to the _—_ also Christopher Walken in a dress. And me, 
in high heels, killing people. —Tricia Garner 


SN: Are you a big sports fan? 
TYLER: I love football, racecars. I play golf. 
I played a lot of pingpong in college, of | L.A. highways? 
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course. You know, the beer pong and every- 
thing. 

SN: I hear youre a bit of a beer connois- 
seur. 

TYLER: I love beer. I home brew a lot. It’s 
totally easy. It’s one of the few alcohols you 
drink fresh, so it only takes a month to do it. 
You keep a big fermenter in your closet, and 
for like 12 bucks you’ve got a whole vat of 
beer. I found that out, and it was magical. 

SN: Suppose youre tailgating. What’s in 
your cooler? 

TYLER: Well, ’'m from San Francisco, so 
I’m a big Anchor Steam fan. Anchor Liberty 
is my favorite beer in the whole world. My 
second favorite is Sam Adams—it’s just a 
great beer. I like big, strong, dark beers. 

SN: If you were going to skewer an athlete 
like you did talk show guests on Talk Soup, 
who would be your first target? 

TYLER: I would probably skewer T.O. I’m a 
big Eagles fan, but I’m not a big fan of the 
carnage he left in his wake there. 

SN: Got any friends who are athletes? 

TYLER: I’ve met Tiger Woods several times. 
I just did the Long Beach Grand Prix with 
John Salley,and met a lot of NASCAR guys. I 


What a way to make 
a living! 


Coffee stains, 
powdered sugar trails, 
fits of passive-aggression 


Conference rooms 


Talk turns to 
“corporate synergy” 


Teeing off on No. 1 
Cancun 
“Are you busy?” 


It beats 
digging ditches. 


Finally, a weight-loss plan 


that really works! 


Blood stains, 
powdered protein shakes, 
fits of violent rage 


Kickers and punters 


i gone _ More than one teammate 
has vomited on you 


Suck it up, ladies. 
—Steve Greenberg 


AND OVERLOOKED NOTHING. 
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INTRODUCING THE MORE POWERFUL, MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT 
ALL-NEW 2007 SIERRA? 


PROFESSIONAL GRADE, [ay F 


an 
ee 
o 
= 
= 
to) 
oe 
& 
=] 
= 
3S 
Zz 
= 
s 
= 
= 
So 


| BE by now? 


Seals: Dion 
° nee : 


ra 
oOo 


NrL_ TRAINING CAMP PREVIEW 


Doesn't it feel like forever sin 
Peyton Manning and the Colts) 
took home the Lombardi? 7 
Seriously, it’s been five monttiss) 
Five Combine-scrutinizing, 
draft-watching, free agent=signings 9 
months. It takes that long to; Fieve bis 
a st zason, for crying out foul, 7 ri 


Yeah, you might say oe. a | 
for some footwall. 
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As the season 
approaches and 
optimism runs high, 
many teams know 
they will go only as 
far as key newcomers 
take them. Now 
aboard the Patriots’ 
tight ship, Randy 
Moss could be the 
catalyst for a great 
adventure. 

Then again ... 


& 


Riddell» 


In the span of five minutes at Patriots mini- 
camp, Randy Moss illustrated why he has equal 
numbers of boosters and detractors. 

First, he effortlessly soared over two defenders 
in the back of the end zone to snatch a Tom 
Brady pass Dwight Clark style. Even on a prac- 
tice field in June, it was breathtaking. 

Minutes later, the Patriots finished with a 
series of gassers. One of the fastest men ever to 
don pads, Moss finished last virtually every time. 
He could not have looked less interested, which 
was also the case during a number of drills. 

And thus began the debate over how he'll fare 
in New England. He has already declared that 
“the old Moss is back.” Whether that’s the peren- 
nial 1,000-yard terror in Minnesota or the lazy 
malcontent in Oakland remains to be seen. iy 

“The best thing I can say to you, male or 


New 
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female,” Moss says, “is line up against me and see 
what happens.” 

The Patriots are banking on a return to form. 
Undone by a receiving corps that spent much of 
last season trying to get out of its own way, the 
Pats went hog-wild in free agency. They saved 
their most dramatic move for last, though, and 
acquired Moss from the Raiders for a fourth- 
round pick. Coach Bill Belichick and personnel 
chief Scott Pioli obviously saw a way to make his 
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baggage a thing of the past, just as they did for 
Corey Dillon and Rodney Harrison. 

“T still don’t believe—and I tell Randy this—I 
still don’t believe that he has reached his poten- 
tial? former Vikings teammate Cris Carter says. 
“He’s gone through a four-year period between 
Minnesota and Oakland where he really didn’t 
improve upon the things we had worked on. I 
think the people he had around him had 
allowed him to slack.” 


‘Randy’s going to do things 
Tom Brady has never seen 
before. He’s going to do things 
that will blow Brady’s mind.’ 


That won't be the case in New England, 
where Belichick runs a notoriously tight ship. 
The Patriots, who were famously introduced as 
a team before winning their first Super Bowl, 
have little tolerance for selfishness. Moss need 
only ask his close friend and former Raiders 
teammate Doug Gabriel, who was cut by the 
Patriots last season despite a dearth of receivers 
because he didn’t give his all in practice or the 
weight room. 

“Randy loves structure,” Carter says. “The 
better the structure and the heavier the hammer, 
the easier it is for him. Randy knows within a 
team what he has to do to win. He’s not the only 
guy on the field.” 

Moss said all the right things upon arriving in 
New England. Due $21 million over the next 
two years from Oakland, he instead accepted a 
one-year, $3 million contract from the Patriots. 
Then, despite being given permission to skip the 
offseason program, he showed up. 

“[ve made a lot of money in my career, and I 
still have money in the bank,” says Moss, now 
30. “So by me coming to an organization like the 
Patriots, why would money be a factor? I want 
to fit in. Nothing that I’ve done over my nine- 
year career has ever stopped me from fitting in 
with my teammates.” 

He has had his moments. His Vikings career 
ended with his mooning Packers fans at Lam- 
beau Field, and he basically strong-armed his 
way out of Oakland after the worst two seasons 
of his career. He was roundly accused of quitting 
on the Raiders last year, when he caught 42 
passes for 553 yards and three touchdowns, all 
career lows. No one cried when he left town. 

“T think we're better without him,” says 
Raiders tackle Barry Sims. “I think he’s better 
without us. We'll just leave it at that.” Defensive 
lineman Warren Sapp expressed relief at not 
having to endure a season of Jerry Porter redux. 
“We didn’t want Moss around not playing, 
walking around in street clothes with a ‘F— 
You shirt on like Porter,” Sapp says. “Trust me, I 
went through enough last year with that. Give 
me some bodies that are going to play.” 

A veteran scout who knows Moss well says 
playing for a losing team sent him into a funk. 
“But whenever he feels he has a chance to be a 
part of something special, he’s Randy,” the scout 
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says. 
There’s no question he'll have that chance in 

New England. Contrary to popular opinion, the 

Patriots have consistently preferred to throw the 


ball during Belichick’s tenure. The arrival of 
Moss—along with fellow burner Donte’ Stall- 
worth and slot threat Wes Welker—means they 
could open up the passing game even more to 


take advantage of their newfound outside speed. 

The Pats have relied on timing routes and the 
ability of their receivers to read the coverages 
and react accordingly, but Moss’ talent will allow 
the team to take more risks. In years past it took 
shots over the top to the likes of Bethel Johnson 
and Andre Davis, neither of whom is in the 
same stratosphere as Moss. 

Moss’ presence alone should create space 
underneath for Welker and tight end Ben 
Watson, as well as Laurence Maroney in the 
running game. And if Brady finds himself in 
trouble, he could do worse than throwing a 
jump ball to his new locker room neighbor, 
who, when he’s on his game, can shred even 
double coverage. 

Those who know Moss best have no doubt 
he'll be revitalized by playing for a contender. 

“Randy’s going to do things Brady has never 
seen before,” Carter says. “He’s going to do things 
that will blow Brady’s mind.” —John Tomase 


Questions about how Moss will fare 
are being raised time and again. 


NORV TURNER He may put even more of a charge into the Chargers 


Forget the two Super Bowl rings with Dallas. 
The remarkable work with quarterbacks from 
Troy Aikman to Alex Smith. The immediate 
improvement of every offense he has ever 
presided over as coordinator. 

Forget all that. For Chargers fans, the num- 
bers that count with Norv Turner are 58-82-1, 
his record as a head coach with Washington and 
Oakland. Marty Schottenheimer—he of the 
stellar regular seasons (14-2 last year, best in the 
NFL) and miserable postseasons—was sent 
packing after his latest playoff one-and-done. In 
his place is Turner, who has directed one team to 
the playoffs in nine seasons as a head coach. 

This is the man to get the Chargers to the 
Super, Bowl? 

Don’t scoff—not yet, anyway. At both of his 
previous head coaching stops, Turner was 
handed 4-12 teams. He led the Redskins to a 
division title in 1999 and four winning records 
in-seven years before becoming the first victim 
of owner Daniel Snyder’s quick trigger in 2000. 
Then he inherited a disaster in Oakland that 
only got worse after he was fired. He won nine 
games over two seasons with the Raiders. 

After a quick stop to resuscitate the offense in 
San Francisco, Turner has slid down the coast to 
San Diego. Talk about your changes of scenery. In 
Oakland, he had Kerry Collins, LaMont Jordan 
and an increasingly disillusioned Randy Moss. 
Now he has Philip Rivers, LaDainian Tomlinson 
and Antonio Gates. In all, 18 starters return from 
a team that ranked first in scoring offense and 
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seventh in scoring defense a year ago. Six offen- 
sive players, two defensive players and three spe- 
cial teamers were invited to the Pro Bowl. 

It is, by far, the best roster Turner has ever had 
as a head coach. “He's got a better hand,” says an 
AFC personnel chief. “He was playing with 10s 
and jacks. Now he’s got queens and kings and 
aces. 


Turner now has ‘queens, kings and aces’— 
and a Super Bowl might be in the cards. 


Indeed, Turner couldn’t have dreamed up a 
better situation. He assumes control of an 
offense that, amazingly, remains almost identical 
to the one he installed as the Chargers’ coordi- 
nator in 2001. He'll merely be tweaking a proven 
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system that his players and staff already know. 
A defense featuring Shawne Merriman, Shaun 
Phillips, Jamal Williams and Luis Castillo should 
enjoy continuity as well, with Ted Cottrell 
replacing his mentor, Wade Phillips, as coordi- 
nator. Turner also lucked into the hiring of line- 
backers coach Ron Rivera, who became available 
when the Bears surprisingly let him go. 

“We're a very, very talented team, a team 
that’s capable of doing great things,” Turner says. 
“Our goal is to be the most complete team in the 
league and to be playing our best football when 
the playoffs come around.” 

Turner, 55, acknowledges the pressure is on— 
not just to go deep in the playoffs in Year 1 but 
to prove himself. This is almost certainly his last 
chance as a head coach. “I’m sure it is,” he says, 
laughing. “But my approach is to look at it and 
say, ‘I plan on someday retiring as having been 
the head coach of the Chargers for a long time’ I 
want this to be my last job.” —Mike Nahrstedt 


Turner around-er 


When Troy Aikman was 
inducted in the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame last summer, he was 
presented by Norv Turner, whom 
Aikman cites as the single biggest 
influence on his career. Numerous 
other players, from Emmitt Smith 
and Michael Irvin to Brad 
Johnson, Drew Brees, Alex Smith 
and Frank Gore, owe much of their 
success to Turner's offensive 
sawy. 

So do many teams. Since 
Turner became the Cowboys’ 
offensive coordinator in 1991, 
every NFL team he has coached 
has enjoyed a spike on offense in 
his first season on the job. —M.N. 


Gay) s* 


1990: 28 
1993: 26 
, 2000: 28 
2001: 21 
2003: 25 


© 2005: 32 


NFL rank in total offense 


Before Turner With Turner 


1991: 9 
1994: 17° 
2001: 11 
2002: 15 
7 2004: 17* 


: 2006: 26 


*Head coach 


THOMAS JONES The Jets’ new guy will get by with more than little help 


Few players epitomize the here-today, gone- 
tomorrow mentality in the NFL better than 
Thomas Jones. One month after starting for the 
Bears in the Super Bowl, he was traded to the 
Jets, becoming the first 1,000-yard rusher in the 
Super Bowl era to go from a conference cham- 
pion to a new team the following year. 

He’s happy about the change for 
two reasons: bigger paychecks and 
better opportunities. 

Jones, who signed a four-year, 
$20 million contract with the Jets, 
won't have a bigger role, per 
se—after all, he averaged a 
healthy 305 carries the 
past two seasons in 
Chicago—but he will 
be used differently in 
an offense known for 
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balance and unpredictability. 

“There are a lot of opportunities for me to get 
the ball in the open field,” Jones says. “Chicago’s 
offense was a little predictable as far as the run- 
ning game. Our philosophy was, ‘Let’s do what 
we do, and that’s run the ball? 

“Here,” he says of his new team, “we have so 
many great players. We have so many players who 

can make plays. I’m just one of those guys.” 
In terms of sheer ability, Jones doesn’t 
stand out among his peers. “He’s just a 
capable running back who's going to get 
what's there,” says an AFC pro scouting 
director. “He’s a good running back 
who’s not going to be a breakout 
guy. He’s not one of those guys 
you game-plan around, but he’s 

effective.” 
Jones will, however, be in a position to 
show off his speed and quickness more 
than he has in the past. The Jets and Bears 
don’t have wildly different offensive philoso- 
phies—in fact, both of their run-pass ratios last 
season were virtually 50-50—but Jets offensive 
coordinator Brian Schottenheimer does a nice 
job of camouflaging running plays with a 
variety of formations. 

Instead of going toe to toe with oppo- 
nents, the Jets like to employ misdirection, 
often using a dizzying number of shifts and 
motion. They also run out of spread forma- 


With a legitimate No. 1 back, the 
Jets enter camp with big expectations. 


But it won’t be the Thomas Jones Show. 


tions, something Jones didn’t do often in 
Chicago. Only 19 percent of his rushes last 
season came with three or more wide receivers 
on the field, according to Stats LLC. By the way, 
he averaged 5.7 yards on those attempts. 

It remains to be seen whether Jones, who will 
turn 29 next month, has the breakaway ability to 
capitalize on open-field situations—he has never 
been a take-it-to-the-house kind of back—but he 
will be a stabilizing force on a team that experi- 
enced Curtis Martin withdrawal last season. 

With Martin sitting out the year because of a 
knee injury, the Jets used four backs (Leon 
Washington, Cedric Houston, Kevan Barlow 
and Derrick Blaylock) and finished 30th in 
average gain (3.5 yards). Somehow, they made 
the playoffs in Eric Mangini’s first season. 

Now, with a legitimate No. 1 back, the Jets 
enter training camp facing big expectations. But 
don’t expect it to be the Thomas Jones Show— 
Mangini still hopes to use the superquick Wash- 
ington as a change-of-pace runner to comple- 
ment Jones’ grinding style. In theory, that 
should make Jones more effective. In the seven 
games last season (including postseason play) in 
which backup Cedric Benson rushed at least 12 
times, Jones averaged 4.8 yards per carry. When 


Jones was the workhorse, his average dipped to | 


4.1. 

So, no, the Jets won’t oyeruse Jones, as they 
did for years with Martin, but they will work 
him with a smart plan. 

“He’s an exciting player,” quarterback Chad 
Pennington says. “We’re going to do everything 
we can to put him ina successful position to 
help us win.” —Rich Cimini 
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The good news: 
You only packed one sleeping bag. 


Don’t let erectile dysfunction (ED) hold you back from a fulfilling sexual experience. 
¢ Viagra can provide harder erections for men with ED. 


° Getting a hard erection is important. So is keeping one. VIAGRA 
Viagra can help with both, (sildenafil citrate) tables 
To learn more, take a trip to viagra.com What are you waiting for? 


Ask your doctor if Viagra is right for you. And enjoy what it can do to help you improve your sex life. 


VIAGRA is prescribed to treat erectile dysfunction. We know that no medicine is for everyone. If you use nitrate drugs, often used for chest 
pain (known as angina), don't take VIAGRA. Taking these drugs together could cause your blood pressure to drop to an unsafe level. 


Talk with your doctor first. Make sure you are healthy enough to have sex. If you have chest pain, nausea, or other discomforts during sex, 
seek medical help right away. 


Although erections lasting for more than four hours may occur rarely with all ED treatments in this drug class, to avoid long-term injuries, 
it is important to seek immediate medical help. 


In rare instances, men taking PDES inhibitors (oral erectile dysfunction medicines, including VIAGRA) reported a sudden decrease or loss of 
vision. It is not possible to determine whether these events are related directly to these medicines or to other factors. If you experience sudden 
decrease or loss of vision, stop taking PDES inhibitors, including VIAGRA, and call a doctor right away. 


The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, facial flushing, and upset stomach. Less common are bluish or blurted vision, or being 
sensitive to light. These may occur for a brief time. Remember to protect yourself and your partner from sexually transmitted diseases. 


Please see our patient summary of information for VIAGRA (25 mg, 50 mg, 100 mg) tablets on the following page. 
VIAGRA is one of several ED treatments that you and your doctor can consider. 


To learn more, visit viagra.com or call 1-888-4VIAGRA (1-888-484-2472) 


Uninsured? Need help paying for medicine? Pfizer has programs that can help, no matter your age or income. & 
You may even qualify for free Pfizer medicines. Call 1-866-706-2400. Or visit www.pfizerhelpfulanswers.com. 5 


What are you waiting for?™ is a trademark of Pfizer Inc. U.S. Pharmaceuticals Pfizer) VGU00025G © 2007 Pfizer Inc. All rights reserved. 


IMPORTANT FACTS 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION ABOUT VIAGRA 
Never take VIAGRA if you take any medicines with nitrates. This 
includes nitroglycerin. Your blood pressure could drop quickly. It could 
fall to an unsafe or life-threatening level. 


ABOUT ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION (ED) 

Erectile dysfunction means a man cannot get or keep an erection. Health 
problems, injury, or side effects of drugs may cause ED, The cause may 
not be known. | 


ABOUT VIAGRA 

VIAGRA is used to treat ED in men. When you want to have sex, 
VIAGRA can help you get and keep an erection when you are sexually 
excited. You cannot get an erection just by taking the pill. Only your 
doctor can prescribe VIAGRA. 

VIAGRA does not cure ED. 

VIAGRA does not protect you or your partner from STDs (sexually 
transmitted diseases) or HIV. You will need to use acondom. 
VIAGRA is not a hormone or an aphrodisiac. 


WHO IS VIAGRA FOR? 
Who should take VIAGRA? 
Men who have ED and whose heart is healthy enough for sex. 
Who should NOT take VIAGRA? 
* Ifyou evertake medicines with nitrates: 
* Medicines that treat chest pain (angina), such as nitroglycerin 
or isosorbide mononitrate or dinitrate 
* Ifyou use some street drugs, such as “poppers” (amyl nitrate or 
nitrite) 
* Ifyou are allergic to anything in the VIAGRA tablet. 


BEFORE YOU START VIAGRA 

Tell your doctor if you have or ever had: 

* Heart attack, abnormal heartbeats, or stroke 

* Heart problems, such as heart failure, chest pain, or aortic valve 
narrowing 
Low or high blood pressure 
Severe vision loss 
An eye condition called retinitis pigmentosa 
Kidney or liver problems 
Blood problems such as sickle cell anemia or leukemia 
A deformed penis, Peyronie's disease, or an erection that lasted 
more than 4 hours 

* Stomach ulcers or any kind of bleeding problems 

Tell your doctor about all your medicines. Include over- 

the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal products. Tell your 

doctor if you take or use: *. 

* Medicines called alpha-blockers to treat high blood pressure or 
prostate problems. Your blood pressure could suddenly get too 
low. You could get dizzy or faint. 

* Medicines called protease inhibitors for HIV. Your doctor may 
prescribe a25 mg dose. Your doctor may limit VIAGRA to 25 
mg in a 48-hour period. 

* Other methods to cause erections. These include pills, injections, 
implants, or pumps. 


(vi-AG-rah) 


VIAGRA 


(sildenafil citrate) tablets 


POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIAGRA 

Side effects are mostly mild to moderate. They usually go away 

after a few hours. Some of these are more likely to happen with 

higher doses. 

The most common side effects are: 

¢ Headache ° Feeling flushed 

Less common side effects are: 

* Trouble telling blue and green apart or seeing a blue tinge on 
things 

¢ Eyes being more sensitive to light  * Blurred vision 

Rarely, a small number of men taking VIAGRA haye 

reported these serious events: 

* Having an erection that lasts more than 4 hours. If the erection is 
not treated right away, long-term loss of potency could occur. 

* Sudden decrease or loss of sight in one or both eyes. We do not 
know if these events are caused by VIAGRA and medicines like 
it or caused by other factors. They may be caused by conditions ‘ 
like high blood pressure or diabetes. If you have sudden vision 
changes, stop using VIAGRA and all medicines like it. Call your 
doctor right away. 

Heart attack, stroke, irregular heartbeats, and death. We do not 
know whether these events are caused by VIAGRA or caused by 
other factors. Most of these happened in men who already had 
heart problems. 

If you have any of these problems, stop VIAGRA. Call your doctor 

right away. 


* Upset stomach 


HOW TO TAKE VIAGRA 

Do: 

* Take VIAGRA only the way your doctor tells you. VIAGRA 
comes in 25 mg, 50 mg, and 100 mg tablets. Your doctor will tell 
you how much to take. 

* Ifyouare over 65 or have serious liver or kidney problems, your 
doctor may start you at the lowest dose (25 mg). 
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WILLIS McGAHEE A workhorse, not a malcontent, in Baltimore 


Adversity is Willis McGahee’s friend. 

Strike that—companion is a better word. 
Adversity is Willis McGahee’s companion. Yep, 
that works better. Remember the 2003 Fiesta 
Bowl? McGahee, the best running back in col- 
lege football, was about to lead his Miami Hur- 
ricanes to another national championship and 
was a lock to be a top five pick in the upcoming 
NEL draft. 

But upstart Ohio State derailed the Hurri- 
canes’ back-to-back hopes; and an ugly fourth 
quarter knee injury turned McGahee’s NFL 
dreams into a nightmare. So, yeah, McGahee 
knows a bit about having to overcome adversity. 

“What impressed me most was that he 
worked out for pro scouts after that injury and 
got himself in a position where he was a viable 
first-round pick for Buffalo,” Ravens offensive 
coordinator Rick Neuheisel says. “That shows 
great work ethic; that shows great fortitude. And 
at the end of the day, that’s what it all comes 
down to.” 

He'll get a chance to once again prove his for- 
titude, this time in training camp for Neuheisel 
and the Ravens. McGahee is in Baltimore 
because his time with the Bills 
had clearly run its course. His 
final season in Buffalo was a dis- 
appointment, and the term mal- 
content was attached to Willis 
more often than McGahee was. 
He had one year left on his orig- 
inal deal and wanted a multiyear 
contract. If he didn’t get it, it was clear he didn’t 
want to be there at all. The offense struggled, 
mightily at times, as quarterback J.P. Losman 
learned on the job and McGahee failed to reach 
the 1,000-yard mark for the first time. His 3.8 
yards per carry matched his career low, and he 
scored just six touchdowns. 

The Bills didn’t shed too many tears over 
McGahee’s departure, either. Want proof? 
How about the asking price for the guy 
who was destined to be the Bills’ best back 
since Thurman Thomas: three measly draft 
picks, none higher than the third round. 

Not that you'll hear anyone in Baltimore 
complaining. The Ravens seem like the perfect 
frésh start for McGahee, the ideal setting for him 
to take his place as one of the NFL's elite backs. 
He has the talent—it’s why the Bills drafted him 
23rd overall despite knowing he’d miss the 
entire 2003 season because of that knee injury. 

The Ravens thrive on a run-first, eat-the- 
clock offense that will allow McGahee to be the 
workhorse he clamored to be in Buffalo. And 
he’s tight with two of the leaders on the team— 
fellow former Hurricanes Ray Lewis and Ed 
Reed. Don’t overlook that factor. “Perfect sce- 
nario, perfect situation, perfect team. It doesn’t 


‘Perfect scenario, 
perfect situation, 
perfect team. It 
doesn’t get any 
better than this.’ 


get any better than this,” McGahee told 
reporters. “When I got here, at first I was a little 
nervous. But it’s all love right now.” 

McGahee, 25, also says the knee finally started 
to feel fully healthy late last season, and scouts 
noticed. “If you'll watch some of those games, 
you'll see the cutting off both legs, the improved 
vision,” says an AFC pro personnel director. 
“You saw a guy who was cutting, who showed 
burst, who showed vision. Before, he could see 
the cuts, but he couldn't make the cuts. Even 
though his runs after initial contact were pretty 
good, I think now you'll see what everybody 
thought the Bills were going to get.” 

On the field, he replaces Jamal Lewis, a bull- 
dozing back with a 2,066-yard 
shadow. Well, make that a 
1,132-yard shadow. The 
numbers from 2006 show 
Lewis isn’t the back he 
was in 2003, though he'll 
get his chance to prove Ps 
otherwise in Cleveland 
after signing a free-agent 
deal with the Browns. 


e 
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Lewis is a big, bruising tailback who loves to run 
in a two-back set with his fullback, flatten line- 
backers and eat up yardage on the inside with 
his chiseled physique and legs that never quit 
churning. 

That’s not quite McGahee’s style. About 20 
pounds lighter than Lewis, he can pick up the 
inside yards, but his speed and elusiveness give 
the Ravens the option of moving their ground 
game outside the tackles. He’s more of a one- 
back runner, which works because the Ravens 
lost fullback Ovie Mughelli to the Falcons as a 
free agent. The X’s and O’s aren’t the only chal- 
lenge in replacing Lewis, though. “Jamal was ter- 
rific in Baltimore, a great team guy, and in my 
mind, that’s the biggest place Willis will have to 
fill; Neuheisel says. 

And that’s what McGahee wants to be, a 
team guy on a winning team. He didn’t 
want any part of the number he wore in 
Buffalo, even though he probably could 
have pried 21 from Chris McAlister. 

No. 23 was just what McGahee was 
looking for, a fresh number to go 
"with his fresh start. —Ryan Fagan 


An eat-the-clock 
offense will feed 
McGahee’s desire 
to be a heavy-duty 
back. A plus for the 
| Ravens: He can go 

8 inside and outside. 
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TRAINING CAMP PREVIEW 


From cream [ 


How grueling is your team’s camp? Take a look. 


here aren’t any more Lombardi-style, 
pound-’em-’til-they-drop training 
camps in the NFL, but there is Camp 
Gruden. And it’s plenty tough—at 
least by today’s standards. Although 
the league trend is to reduce the number of 
two-a-days, Buccaneers coach Jon Gruden 
will administer 17 double doses in 21 days 
this summer. Unlike many coaches, who hold 
one of their two-a-days at night or occasion- 
ally practice inside, Gruden goes for max- 
imum steam: 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. prac- 
tices in the searing Orlando sun. After 
Gruden’s afternoon meltdown, a parade of 
players always heads for the trainers room 
and an IV. 
On a 1-5 scale of toughness, with 5 being 
boot camp and 1 a trip to a mountain spa, 
Camp Gruden is one of four that rates a 5. 


If you 
think 
Gruden 
looks tough on 
\ game day, you should 
ae see him through 
"Se BS sweat-soaked eyes 

in 100-degree 
summer heat. 
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< After a hamstring epidemic 
wiped out the ’04 team, Lovie 
Smith ratcheted down his 
camp. He has scheduled 
only six two-a-days this year 
and trusts a veteran bunch to get in the 
necessary work. 


< Call it Camp Cream Puff. 
True full-squad two-a-days 
are virtually nonexistent. 


= < It's not exactly Club Marv 
@ (as in Levy's old camps), but 
__ it’s pretty close. 


< There are only eight full-squad 
two-a-days—and three days 
without any practice. Tony 
Dungy focuses on preparation 
and teaching, not seeing how 
hard he can push his players. 


to supertough 


< Bobby Petrino will push pretty 
hard to see who has bought 
into his program. 


“=~ < There will be more hitting under 

w ‘Ken Whisenhunt than there was 
under Dennis Green, but it 
won't be a death march. 


a < Though Bill Belichick has too 

many veterans to kick the snot 
out of his team, he wants to 
send a message that the 


Pats are not as good as their 


< After Camp Saban, the players 

might think this feels like a 1. 
Cameron will run an average 
camp—not too tough but not 

easy. 

press clippings. 


N < Sean Payton ran a brutal 
camp as a rookie coach— 
Jackson, Miss., is about the 
hottest spot on the planet— 
and promises not to let up. 
How could he after the Saints’ success last 

year? 


Pie oes © 
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TRAINING CAMP PREVIEW 
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a» Welcome to the NFL, rookies. 


Now, close your mouths and open 
your minds to Willie Anderson's 
11-point training camp 
guide. If you do, you just might 
survive. By Mike Nahrstedt 


nless you're masochistic or idealistic, training camp 

isn’t much fun. It’s hot. It’s long. It’s painful. It’s 

monotonous. It’s physically and mentally exhausting. 

And if you ask almost any veteran, it’s a colossal 

waste of time, an anachronism that serves no pur- 
pose in the era of minicamps, OTAs and “voluntary 
mandatory” workouts. 

But if you're a rookie, it’s the biggest job audition 
of your life—bigger, even, than the Scouting Com- 
bine or your pro day before the draft. 

Better take this thing seriously, rook, or come 
September you'll be running postal routes rather 
than post routes. 

Got your attention, kid? Until you've lived through 
one, you really don’t know what training camp is all 
about. Sure would be nicé to have some kind of manual to 
navigate this puppy, wouldn't it? 

You're in luck. Willie Anderson, the Bengals’ Pro Bowl Ss 
offensive tackle, has volunteered his services. He has seen it all 
in 11 years of training camps, and he’s here with his camp 
survival guide. It won't make you faster or stronger, but it will 
make you smarter. Follow his tips and you should breathe 
easier while The Turk is dispensing pink slips to those guys 
who thought they could figure out camp as they went along. 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


eas) 


Prepare for the heat. 
Anderson reminds you to stay 
hydrated by drinking lots of water 
and Gatorade, but he says the key to 
beating the heat is training in it beforehand. 
“Tf the first time you get out in the heat is 
the first day of practice, you're in trouble. 
You should be training in the heat right 
now. We're not going to be playing or 
training in an air-conditioned gym.” 


Find a friend. 

Rookies tend to band together nat- 

urally, but if you’re the loner type, 

good luck. At some point, you'll 
wish you had a buddy. “You're going to have 
those days where you say, ‘Man, I had a ter- 
rible day today. There has to be somebody 
you can lean on, somebody to say, ‘Keep 
your head up.” Anderson says coaches will 
hold you accountable for your pal, too. “If 
one of the rookies has overslept and he’s 
missed a meeting, the coaches go ask his 
friend, ‘Where’s your boy?” 


Relish the routine. 

It’s OK for veterans to get bored 

at camp; most of them are biding 

time until the season starts. But 
you? No way. “You shouldn't be bored! If 
youre a rookie, this should be one of the 
most exciting things you're doing in your 
life. You're playing your dream out. Rookies 
need that time. They need the practice reps.” 


Do your homework. 
Anderson says coaches will give 
you the plays for the next day’s 
practices at nightly meetings. You 
are expected to know your assignments, and 
mistakes do not sit well with coaches. 
“Rookies’ extra time should be spent in a 
playbook so we don’t have mistakes and have 
coaches staying in late-night meetings trying 
to explain your job over and over again.” 


Know the fundamentals. 

Coaches don’t want to spend time 
teaching the techniques of your 
position; this isn’t Football 101. 
“We hired you because of a certain skill we 
saw you had, so we're expecting you to 
know how to use that skill. If you're a line- 


backer and we're having to show you how to 
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tackle, we shouldn't have gotten you.” 


Watch the guy in front 

of you. 

Anderson admits it’s a cliche, but 

it’s the truth: Watch what the guy 
above you on the depth chart is doing. He’s 
above you for a reason, and you can learn 
from him. “The rookies that are lasting, 
the ones that make the team every 


our rookies obey us because we take care of 
them. We help coach these guys up.” One 
other piece of advice: Lock your door. “Dif- 
ferent pranks get played on guys if your 
dorm room is left open.” 


Know whom to impress. 

Unless you expect to get on the 
field on offense or defense, your 
spot on the team will be deter- 


year, whether they’re mined by your ability 
drafted or undrafted, ee ! to play special teams. 
are the ones that are A rookie is a rookie, and “The guy you want to 
doing the exact same veterans expect you to act impress is not your 


thing the veteran 
guys are doing. After 
practice, they’re in 
the weight room with 
the strength coaches, 
stretching, because 
they understand how 
important it is to elasticize their bodies 
before the next practice. Some rookie, he 
just takes off for lunch—that’s a guy who 
keeps pulling a hamstring or something. 
And that’s a guy who gets cut.” 


Earn the veterans’ 

respect. 

Veterans don’t particularly care 

where you were drafted or if you 
were drafted at all. A rookie is a rookie, and 
veterans expect you to act the part: Respect 
your elders, speak when you're spoken to, be 
on time and, above all, learn your job. “You 
find that one rookie who’s always late and 
can’t answer the questions in the meeting 
room and in a drill, so we have to start the 
drill all over again because he wasn’t paying 
attention—that’s pretty much the guy we 
make it hard on.” 


Go with the flow. 


Yes, veterans will mess with you. 

You'll have to carry their equip- 

ment on and off the field. They'll 
make you do a talent show or sing your 
school’s fight song. With some teams they 
might shave your head or tape you to a goal 
post. But it'll only get worse if you try to 
fight it. “We really look forward to one 
person saying they don’t want to do (rookie 
chores). They might get thrown in the cold 
tub, things like that. But for the most part, 


the part: Respect your 


elders, speak when you're 
spoken to, be on time and, 
above all, learn your job. 


position coach. If you 
impress Darrin Sim- 
mons (the Bengals’ 
special teams coach), 
he’s the one that will 
be telling Mike Brown 
and Marvin Lewis, 
‘You can’t cut him. I need him.” 


Play all out in games. 


Preseason games are a wel- 


1 f tony of knocking heads with 


come break from the mono- 
your teammates and a chance to impress 
coaches. But they carry the risk of injury, and 
going at anything less than full speed com- 
pounds it. “I can’t take it easy when this guy’s 
pass-rushing me because he’s trying to kill 
Carson Palmer. He wants to impress his 
coaches. That’s how Carson gets hurt, or I 
get hurt, or somebody next to me gets 
hurt—because I was slacking. You can do it 
in basketball or any other sport, but in foot- 
ball it’s way too dangerous.” And don’t even 
think about taking yourself out. “I’ve seen 
guys get cut because in that last preseason 
game they didn’t take all the reps; they asked 
to come out of the game. The coach says, 
‘That's it for him. Not a good move.” 


Have fun. 

It’s not all blood, sweat and 

tears. During breaks, players 

often get together to play video 
games, pool, pingpong and cards. Join in— 
if the veterans let you. “The time away from 
practice is the funnest time. Everybody’s 
going around to everyone’s room and 
messing with a different group of guys each 
and every night.” SN 
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TRAINING CAMP PREVIEW [FS] FantasySource 


You want the skinny on the top guys who changed teams? Hop to it. 


Follow the bouncing ball 


2 SION ve 


0, how did you enjoy the off- 
season? Did you spend time on 
a deserted island working on 
your novel? If so, you might 
have missed which prominent 
fantasy players changed uniforms. 


Better off 

Travis Henry, RB, Broncos. Henry, 
a tough, productive runner who gets 
the most out of his 5-9, 215-pound 
frame, didn’t get the respect he 
deserved in Buffalo or Tennessee. But 
fantasy owners will love what he does 
in a Denver offense built for his run- 
ning style. 

Thomas Jones, RB, Jets. Jones also 
knows a little bit about disrespect. He’s no 
longer in Chicago despite being a key to the 
Bears’ 2006 playoff run. You can count 
on Jones to put up big numbers 
in New York. 

Willis McGahee, RB, Ravens. 
In Buffalo, McGahee was 


with a young team. In Balti- 
more, he'll get to run for a 
veteran club that likes to close 
out opponents on the ground. 

Randy Moss, WR, Patriots. 
Advice for Moss: Streak down the 
sideline as fast as possible, turn 
around and catch laser passes from 
Tom Brady. Use big plays to put up 
big stats—and make fantasy 
owners happy. 


Better off before 
Jeff Garcia, QB, Buccaneers. He was a 
fine backup for Donovan McNabb, 
both for the Eagles and in fantasy 
play last year. But with a weaker 
supporting cast in Tampa Bay, 
Garcia’s efficiency, passing yards 
and touchdown throws will decline. 
Ahman Green, RB, Texans. Green 
already had his workload lightened 
in Green Bay. In Houston’s zone- 
blocking attack, he'll be in a sim- 
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The ’07 season probably will wipe this off Garcia’s face. 


ilar situation with Ron Dayne stealing short- 
yardage and goal-line carries. 

Jamal Lewis, RB, Browns. McGahee’s gain is 
Lewis loss. On an injured ankle, Lewis averaged 
only 3.6 yards per carry last season. Now he 
joins an anemic Browns offense that has quar- 
terback issues. Lewis no longer can be consid- 
ered a fantasy starter. 

Dominic Rhodes, RB, Raiders. After his 
strong postseason for the Super Bowl- 
champion Colts, Rhodes cashed in 
with the NFL's worst team. He went 
from playing with the Super Bowl 

MVP to a rookie quarterback, 

and he’ll have to serve a four- 
game suspension for violating 
the NFL's substance-abuse 
policy. SN 


\ 


The Ravens will be 
well-grounded with 
McGahee, who figures to 
thrive with a veteran team. 


Sleepers 


Jay Cutler, QB, Broncos 

He has one year under his belt and a 
better running back in Travis Henry at his 
disposal. 

Vincent Jackson, WR, Chargers 

The Chargers will throw more, and 
Jackson will be their most reliable wideout. 

Matt Leinart, QB, Cardinals 

With the coaching and the receivers he 
has around him, it'll be like USC all over 
again. 

Laurence Maroney, RB, Patriots 

He'll finish the season as somebody’s 
No. 1 fantasy back. 

Jerious Norwood, RB, Falcons 

Atlanta’s offensive changes will benefit 
Norwood at the expense of Warrick Dunn. 

Greg Olsen, TE, Bears 

If he can get past starter Desmond Clark, 
this tight end with wideout ability will soar. 


Busts 


Deion Branch, WR, Seahawks 

A player who has never had more than 
1,000 yards or five TDs in a season is not 
No. 1 receiver material. 

Joey Galloway, WR, Buccaneers 

He’s too all-or-nothing; his fantasy pro- 
duction is tied heavily to catching deep 
passes. 

Chester Taylor, RB, Vikings 

Defenses will load up to stop him, and 
rookie Adrian Peterson will steal touches. 

Michael Vick, QB, Falcons 

We're not convinced trying to turn him 
into a passer is a good idea. 

Kellen Winslow, TE, Browns 


Sooner or later, that surgically repaired 


knee is going to cost him serious playing 


time. 

Vince Young, QB, Titans 

With the unproven talent around him, 
he’s not starter material. 
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The heat is on Gore 
as he sets his sights 
on 2,000. 


CHRIS BAHR’s 
Players doomed by 
poor supporting casts 


2. Chester Taylor, RB, Vikings 

3. Chris Chambers, WR, Dolphins 
4. LaMont Jordan, RB, Raiders 

5. Alex Smith, QB, 49ers 


5s 


ROB HURTT’s 
Third-year receivers 


1. Braylon Edwards, Browns 
2. Mark Clayton, Ravens 

3. Reggie Brown, Eagles 

4. Brandon Jones, Titans 

5. Vincent Jackson, Chargers 


VINNIE IYER’s 

Big injury risks 

1. Donovan McNabb, QB, Eagles 
2. Kevin Jones, RB, Lions 

3. Cadillac Williams, RB, Buccaneers 
4, Byron Leftwich, QB, Jaguars 

5. Donte' Stallworth, WR, Patriots 


ROGER KUZNIA’s 
Players | won’t draft 


1. Eli Manning, QB, Giants 

2. Michael Vick, QB, Falcons 
3. Jeremy Shockey, TE, Giants 
4. Darrell Jackson, WR, 49ers 
5. Any Oakland Raider 


Lions QB Jon Kitna’s latest goal? Let’s 
just say “50” and “TD passes” came up 
in a radio interview last week. Though 
that might perk up the ears of some fan- 
tasy owners, here’s another number to 
keep in mind: 31, Kitna’s turnover total 
last season. » How did 49ers RB Frank 
Gore spend his summer vacation? In his 
quest to rush for 2,000-plus yards, Gore 
has been training on hills in the swel- 
tering heat of South Florida. That, plus 
his 5.4-yard average in his breakout 
2006 season, should tell you Gore is 


gearing up for another 
monster season. > Daniel 
Graham has been labeled a 
blocking tight end, but the 
Broncos plan to use him 
more in the passing game 
than the Patriots did. Last 
season, QB Jay Cutler devel- 
oped good chemistry with 


TE Tony Scheffler. But Scheffler broke 
his foot in a minicamp, which opens the 
door wider for Graham. > Forget the 
disappointing performances of former 
first-round picks Reggie Williams and 
Matt Jones. There’s someone new to 
watch in the Jaguars’ receiving unit: 
Dennis Northcutt. Despite catching only 22 passes for the Browns last 
season, Northcutt has impressed coach Jack Del Rio with his speed and has 
a shot to be the team’s No. 1 receiver. —Vinnie Iyer 


BRENDAN ROBERTS’ 
Most overrated IDPs 


2. Jeremiah Trotter, LB, Eagles 
3. Sean Taylor, DB, Redskins 
4. Brian Urlacher, LB, Bears 
5. Jevon Kearse, DL, Eagles 


GEORGE WINKLER’s 
Breakout players 


1. Joseph Addai, RB, Colts 

2. Matt Leinart, QB, Cardinals 

3. Vernon Davis, TE, 49ers 

4, Jerious Norwood, RB, Falcons 
5. Vincent Jackson, WR, Chargers 


TOP100 


RANKINGS 
oe 


~ Larry Johnson 
RB, Chiefs 

Steven Jackson 
RB, Rams 

Frank Gore 

RB, 49ers 

Shaun Alexander 
RB, Seahawks 
Brian Westbrook 
RB, Eagles 


») | Joseph Addai 
RB, Colts 

¥ E z. Rudi Johnson 
. RB, Bengals 


, Willie Parker 
‘ RB, Steelers 


1\E Reggie Bush 
| RB, Saints 
| Peyton Manning 

/} QB, Colts 


Willis McGahee 
= RB, Ravens 


| Ronnie Brown 
RB, Dolphins 


Clinton Portis 


a 


RB, Redskins 
Edgerrin James 
RB, Cardinals 


~ | Maurice Jones-Drew 
RB, Jaguars 
mal Steve Smith 
WR, Panthers 
-@ Terrell Owens 
WR, Cowboys 
7 FE 2 Chad Johnson 
4 WR, Bengals 
bey | Laurence Maroney 
RB, Patriots 
Se. Travis Henry 
eh RB, Broncos 
) ki Marvin Harrison 
WR, Colts 
TEEN Thomas Jones 
a SD] RB, Jets 


EE Wi bams 

WR, Rams 
ae) Cedric Benson 
‘ hy RB, Bears 
Antonio Gates 
TE, Chargers 


Daa i" 
WR, Colts 
iL | Brandon Jacobs 


Larry Fitzgerald 
WR, Cardinals 

ij Deuce McAllister 
A RB, Saints 


i RB, Giants 
0 FE p. Carson Palmer 
a QB, Bengals 
De | Marion Barber 
RB, Cowboys 


ss 
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TOP 
OM vite scons 


Donald Driver 
WR, Packers 
—¥ Roy Williams 
oe: WR, Lions 
/ Drew Brees 
ha QB, Saints 
‘p- Marques Colston 
a WR, Saints 


—) | Lee Evans 
: WR, Bills ; 
7 F fp TJ. Houshmandzadeh 
WR, Bengals i 
Cadillac Williams 
RB, Buccaneers 
YW Anquan Boldin 
ee WR, Cardinals 
oe | Randy Moss 
WR, Patriots 
Ds Andre Johnson 
WR, Texans 
r> | Jerious Norwood 
~ RB, Falcons 


5 +) Ahman Green 


Auction drafts are gaining in popularity, [ff you payfor has mostly middle-priced players. Based on 
which is why we've added dollar values to the Tomlinson, it —_the scoring system your league uses, you 
Fantasy Source website. could wreck need to determine your strategy before the 

Auctions are a perfect way to give everyone your budget. auction. 


RB, Texans a chance to land the game’s top player, LaDainian Our dollar values have been carefully crafted 
By” | renee Tomlinson. You can’t complain about a bad draft based on 12-team leagues and $100 budgets for each 
. DeAngelo Williams spot in auctions because any player can be yours if owner. If your league size or budget size differs, 


you'll have to account for inflation or deflation. If 
you haven't tried an auction draft, give it a shot. It’s a 
ton of fun, even if your auctioneer doesn’t talk a mil- 
lion words per minute. —Roger Kuznia 


you outbid everyone else. 

The trick is to understand whether using a signifi- 
cant portion of your budget to get L.T. will be worth 
it or whether you'll be better off fielding a squad that 


RB, Panthers 
| 1 Plaxico Burress 
WR, Giants 

cs | Tom Brady 
QB, Patriots 

i) | Marshawn Lynch 

: RB, Bills 

x Donovan McNabb 

QB, Eagles 


im Marc Bulger 
QB, Rams 

Tony Gonzalez 
TE, Chiefs 


h Check out the latest dollar values at fantasysource.sportingnews.com/nfl. 


Key training camp battles 


Adrian Peterson Chris Simms Marion Barber Jerricho Cotchery 
RB, Vikings bt le | ges 4g 

Chris Chambers Jeff Garcia Julius Jones Laveranues Coles 
WR, Dolphins (wild card: Jake Plummer) Dallas’ efforts to trade Cotchery looked like the 


Darrell Jackson 
WR, 49ers 
Braylon Edwards 
WR, Browns 
Kevin Jones 

RB, Lions 
Chester Taylor 
RB, Vikings 
Fred Taylor 

RB, Jaguars 
Jamal Lewis 
RB, Browns 
Hines Ward 
WR, Steelers 
Todd Heap 

TE, Ravens 
Mark Clayton 
WR, Ravens 
Warrick Dunn 
RB, Falcons 


ee 
WR, Eagles 
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What's better than having a mediocre 
quarterback? Having three mediocre 
quarterbacks! By all accounts, Plummer 
will remain retired, which will leave Simms 
and Garcia to battle it out for Tampa Bay's 
Starting job. Simms has more upside, but 
Garcia is the heavy favorite. 


Jones in the offseason tell 
you all you need to know 
about which back to target. 
Barber's role will continue 
to increase, and he'll 
continue to get goal-line 
touches. 


vs. 


Foster (left) carried the ball almost 
twice as many times as Williams last 
season, but the balance of power in 
Carolina’s backfield likely will shift. 
Williams is a breakout candidate and 
needs only more touches to produce like 
a No. 2 fantasy back. —Eric Ferguson 


Jets’ No. 1 receiver at times 
last season, although Coles 
had nine more receptions. 
Either would be a good pick 
as a fantasy No. 3, but we 
give a slight edge to the 
younger Cotchery. 


TOP: TODD WARSHAW FOR SN; LEFT: BOB LEVERONE / SN (2) 
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FOOTBALL 
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power to the players 
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WR, Bears 
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: WR, Jets 
QB, Cowboys 
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RB, Cowboys 
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QB, Seahawks 
Alge Crumpler 
= TE, Falcons 
Brandon Jackson 
_ RB, Packers 


Pa Tatum Bell 
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Ca So 
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WR, Patriots 
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TE, Redskins 
Ladell Betts 
RB, Redskins 
Jeremy Shockey 
TE, Giants 
Joey Galloway 
WR, Buccaneers 
Deion Branch 
WR, Seahawks 


DeShaun Foster 
RB, Panthers 


Vernon Davis 
Te TE, 49ers 
Matt Leinart 
: QB, Cardinals 
Leon Washington 
RB, Jets 


_— Kellen Winslow 
TE, Browns 


Jerry Porter 
WR, Raiders 


— Bears defense 


Anthony Thomas 
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<a Ravens defense 


Santonio Holmes 
WR, Steelers 
Brandon Jones 

\ WR, Titans 
100/-y-) Vince Young 
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DRAFT-DAY TIPS 


Load up on backs 


The earlier in the year you draft, the more running 
backs you should take. That position is the most 


volatile, and your 16th-round backup might become 


a starter by Week 1. The more options you have, the 
better off you'll be. —Brendan Roberts 


Wait on drafting a quarterback 


Considering how unpredictable the quarterback 


position can be, it’s smart to wait on filling that spot. 


There are plenty of middle-round sleepers 
with whom you can form a sneaky good 


platoon. —Vinnie Iyer 


Leave nothing to chance 
Some coaches script their first 15 
plays. I like to script my first four or 
five picks to limit the surprises and 
allow me to make my selections decisively. 
Do preseason mock drafts so you know where 


players will fall. —Rob Hurtt 


Avoid injury-list anxiety 

Take it from someone who has been burned: 
Check the Fantasy Source website for the latest 
updates right before your draft. Nothing stinks more 
than drafting a guy who has just suffered a serious 


injury. —Eric Ferguson 


Breaking convention isn't bad 

Don't fall into boring patterns. You don’t have to 
draft RB-RB-WR or RB-WR-RB in all of your drafts. 
Each year is different, and each draft is different. 
Sometimes, it makes sense to go with a different 
approach. —Chris Bahr 


, ‘Wings aren’ t : the only thing | 
Draft day typically involves eating greasy food— 
chicken wings, pizza, fries. Make sure you get your 
fill before the draft starts so you won’t muck up 

rankings or be overly distracted. —Roger Kuznia 


Above all, enjoy yourself 


everyone's picks. —George Winkler 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Will Matt Schaub succeed wii the Texans? 


YES. Detractors will point 
to Schaub’s inexperience— 
he has started only two 
games in his three-year 
career—but considering 
how much time he has had 
to learn the nuances of the 
NEL, he’s no green rookie. 
Though he’s entering a new 
system, Schaub has a good 
running back in Ahman 
Green, a proven receiver in 
Andre Johnson and a solid 
tight end in Owen Daniels. 
Pll be drafting Schaub as a 
No. 3, but I won’t be sur- 
prised if he rises to No. 2 
status. —Roger Kuznia 


NO. How many times have 
we fallen in love with a backup 
quarterback based on the brief 
glimpses we’ve seen of him 
(A.J. Feeley in 2002)? A big 
part of Schaub’s appeal was 
that he wasn’t Michael Vick. 
But what exactly is Schaub? 
He’s an unproven quarterback 
on a team with a horrible line, 
one standout receiver (who 
never faces single coverage), a 
fading star at running back 
and no offensive identity. The 
Falcons did a great job of 
feeding the hype machine, and 
the Texans bit. Don’t make the 
same mistake. —Chris Bahr 


This could be the only day all year when your 
entire league is gathered together. Make it special. 
One year, our commissioner dressed in a blue blazer, 
and it was hilarious to watch him announce 


BILL BAPTIST FOR SN 


antasy Source 
Football 


EVEN UP THE ODDS THIS SUMMER. 


fantasysource.sportingnews.com 


SIGN-UP TODAY AND 
YOUR FIRST MONTH IS 


USE CODE FSFBO1 
DURING CHECKOUT. 
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SHEA 
The TEAMS The NAMES Pe 


I’m open! 
Over here! 
Throw it to ME! 
With five new 
targets—WRs 
Randy Moss, 
Donte’ Stallworth, 
Wes Welker and 
Kelley Washing- 
ton and TE Kyle 
Brady—QB Tom 
Brady will be the 
most popular man 
at Patriots camp. 


Pay no attention to that guy pedaling the 
stationary bike in Cowboys camp. Cast your eyes 
instead on the 3-4 defense, which will be much 
more active under new coach Wade Phillips. 


i If youre vaca- 
tioning in Wiscon- 
sin, get to Green 
Bay to watch the 
Packers. Players 
riding kids’ bicy- 
cles to and from 
practice is a 
unique tradition. 
And it might be 
your last chance 
to see Brett Favre 
up close and 
personal. 


No matter what 
the thermometer 
says, the tempera- 
ture will be turned 
up in the camps of 
the Browns, Bucs 
and Giants. Coach- 


Patriots CB Asante Samuel, Bears 
LB Lance Briggs and Chiefs RB Larry 
Johnson are expected to be MIA 
when their teams open camp. 
Samuel and Briggs are threatening 
to sit out the first 10 games of the 
season. It’s all about money. Can 
you believe it? 


These transplanted veterans will 
provide instant playmaking ability 
for their new clubs: Patriots WR Randy 
Moss, Bucs QB Jeff Garcia, 49ers 
CB Nate Clements, Falcons WR Joe 
Horn and Rams TE Randy McMichael. 


Coaches will be holding their breath 
that these rehabbing players will survive 
camp and be ready for the regular 
season: Giants WR Amani Toomer, 
Cowboys OLB Greg Ellis, Texans 
LT Charles Spencer, Falcons DT John 
Abraham and Dolphins WR/KR Ted 
Ginn. 


A fun matchup to watch at Bengals 
camp will be swaggering WR Chad 
Johnson against rookie CB Leon Hall. 
Before the team’s minicamp in May, 
Johnson left Hall one of his football 
cards and a handwritten note that read: 
“This is the only way you're gonna touch 


Let’s give it up for Andre Wadsworth, 

who is attempting the comeback of 
all comebacks. A defensive end out 
of Florida State, Wadsworth was 
the third pick overall (by the 
Cardinals) in the 1998 draft, but 
a series of knee injuries derailed 
his career. He hasn’t played in 
an NFL game since 2000. Now 
32, he’s trying to make it as a 
linebacker with the Jets. 


es Romeo Crennel, Johnson’s 
Jon Gruden and message was 
Tom Coughlin clear: It will be 
already are on the tough to hang 
hot seat. with Chad. 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: BOB LEVERONE / SN; ALBERT DICKSON / SN; MORRY GASH / AP 
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A sizzling summer sampler for the fan on the go By Dennis Dillon 


The DATES The NU S 
July 22 The Dolphins and 
Browns get the early teats open- 28-13 


The combined exhibition 
records of the past 10 Super 


Bowl champions. 
Who says preseason results 


The PREDICTIONS 


ing their camps. Rookies will receive 
their playbooks and assignments for 
carrying veterans’ equipment to the 


locker room after practice. don't matter? 
July 27 rhe stecters will hold 

an evening practice at Latrobe (Pa.) 16 

High School. They’re calling it 

“Friday Night Lights.’ Warning to Teams that still go away 

Mike Tomlin: Watch out for a curly- to training camp: 


Bears, Bengals, Bills, Bucs, 
Cardinals, Chiefs, Colts, 
Cowboys, Eagles, Giants, 

August 11 Panthers, Raiders, Ravens, 


Arizona at Oak- Saints, Steelers and Vikings. 
land. Sure, it's an exhibition game, 


but it will be QB JaMarcus Russell’s 
pro debut. So paint your faces, put on Lie. 
your spiked shoulder pads and head 


for the Coliseum. Miles the Chiefs travel 

to their training camp 
in River Falls, Wis., 

the most by any team. 


92 


The average high temperature 
in Jackson, Miss., from 
July 25 to August 19— 

the time the Saints will be in 

camp at Millsaps College. 


haired car salesman who calls himself 
Buddy and poses as a booster. 


It’s far too early for Johnson to be lionized in 


Detroit, but he figures to be a camp sensation. 
81 Damon Huard will have the better preseason, but 


& August 28 Rosters must be The average high temperature Brodie Croyle will start the season as the Chiefs’ quarterback. 
2 cut to 75 players. The sounds no in Flagstaff, Ariz., Raiders coach Lane Kiffin will turn up the intensity to 
S player wants to hear that day: a from July 27 to August 23 compensate for that last week of offseason workouts the club 
g ae on ace followed by the ce Hs oe teed had to forfeit after the league ruled Kiffin’s sessions violated 
z Words), (Coach Wants Ojsec VORA <- ; ea the collective bargaining agreement. 

3 and bring your playbook.” Arizona University. Sie 

= A 31 Rookie WR Calvin Johnson will be the sensation of 
2 ugust The Colts play Lions camp. 

= the Bengals.on . oe ee f the Players will complain that it’s too hot, there are too 
& pisseason: Dont YS OL Oe many practices and camp is too long. Oh, yeah—the food 
yj Peyton Manning and Carson Palmer. inks 

Z stinks, too. 
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Nay TRAINING CAMP P 


Scouting 


An early heads-up on a few 
camp tales By Dennis Dillon 


Steelers: Latrobe, Pa. 


The August forecast 
is partly cruddy 


Hey, Steelers players. Hope you're enjoying the beach, inhaling 
that cool mountain air and savoring your long tee shots. Cause 
those good times are about to end. 

Camp Tomlin opens July 23 at Saint Vincent College in 
Latrobe, Pa., and it’s going to be no stroll on the campus. 

“Tt ll be somewhat miserable,” says Mike Tomlin, Pittsburgh’s 
first new head coach since 1992 and only its third since 1969. “I 
think that’s what NFL training camps need to be about. That’s 
the nature of the game. I’m not going to apologize for that.” 

The Steelers can expect physical prac- 
tices and more two-a-days (every other Promising misery 
day) than they have had in recent sum- and adversity, 
mers. One of Tomlin’s goals is to create Tomlin won't be F 
adversity because he believes that helps doubling anyone's 

‘ ‘ : pleasure by 
build championship teams. adding 

Position battles will be a big item on two-a-days. 
Tomlin’s camp agenda. The Steelers 
need to replace retired center Jeff Hartings (Chukky Okobi is 
No. 1 on the depth chart, but Sean Mahan will challenge him), 
identify the best complement to running back Willie Parker 
(Najeh Davenport, Verron Haynes and Kevan Barlow are candi- 
dates), choose the starting cornerbacks (Ike Taylor, Deshea 
Townsend and Bryant McFadden will compete) and pick a free 
safety (Ryan Clark or Anthony Smith). 

The team also will work a lot on what Tomlin calls “situa- 
tional football”—third downs, red zone, short yardage, passing 
under pressure, 2-minute drills. “We're not just going to put the 
ball down and play first-and-10 football,” he says. “We're going 
to work and educate at the same time. Talk about the elements 
of those situations and how the game changes.” 

Pittsburgh’s camp will run for almost four full weeks—from 
July 23 to August 18. By then, the beach and the mountains will 
be distant memories. 
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Titans: Nashville, Tenn. 


They keep handing Young lemons 


Last year, rookie quarterback Vince Young did 
it all on offense for the Titans. This year, he 
might have to do more—with less. 

During the offseason, Tennessee lost its 
leading rusher (Travis Henry) and its top two 
wide receivers (Drew Bennett and Bobby Wade) 
on the free-agent market. Their replacements 
are suspect, unproven or both. 

After playing sparingly as a rookie last 
year (61 carries for 244 yards) and showing 
up out of shape for offseason workouts this 
spring, LenDale White is a less than solid 
candidate to become the No. 1 running 
back. That’s why the Titans drafted Chris 
Henry and re-signed Chris Brown. 

Some league scouts think third-year 
player Brandon Jones has a chance to 
become Young’s go-to receiver. But there’s 
a long line of neophytes behind him, 
including three who were drafted this year. 
Justin Gage was added as a free agent, but 
he did little to distinguish himself in four 
seasons in Chicago and is regarded as no 
more than a No. 3 or 4 wideout. It will 
help if the tight ends, particularly Ben 
Troupe, emerge as reliable options in the 
passing game. 

If they don’t, Tennessee’s offense will 


again lean heavily on Young’s arm and legs. 
Although he didn’t become the starter until the 
fourth game last season, Young passed for 2,199 
yards and 12 touchdowns and ran for 552 yards 
and seven TDs—as many as Travis Henry. 

If Young was Superman in 2006, he might have 
to be Spider-Man and The Incredible Hulk in ’07. 


Able to bend steel with his bare hands and leap tall 
buildings in ’06, Young may have to do more in ’07. 


Patriots: Foxborough, Mass. 


New England’s defense is hardly a Monet 


Looking at the Patriots’ defense is like gazing at the 


Chargers: San Diego, Calif. 
Just one problem: 
more guys than jobs 


One of the story lines to watch during the 
Chargers’ camp will be at inside linebacker, 
where Matt Wilhelm and Stephen Cooper are 
replacing Donnie Edwards and Randall Godfrey. 
But two better ones are shaping up in the sec- 
ondary. 

Clinton Hart will battle rookie Eric Weddle at 
strong safety, and incumbent Drayton Florence 
will try to hold off second-year player Antonio 
Cromartie for one of the cornerback spots. 

Based on offseason workouts, Hart has the 
edge over Weddle. Hart is athletic and has good 
ball skills, but he is relatively inexperienced, 
having started only 15 of 62 games in four sea- 
sons. Cromartie has excellent speed and size and 
is loaded with potential, but he’ll have to take 
the job away from Florence, who will be a free 
agent after next season. 

Two positions. Four contenders. May the best 
men win. 


Colts: Terre Haute, Ind. 


Stop the run, 
continue the fun 


If the Colts can have the league’s worst 
regular-season rushing defense and still win the 
Super Bowl, imagine what could happen if that 
defense improved just a little. 

It shaped up a lot in the postseason last year. 
After allowing a league-high 173 rushing yards 

per game during the regular season, 


painting of a landscape. The line, the backbone of the unit, 
stands out prominently in the foreground. There’s a marginal 
depth perception drop-off at linebacker, where all of the 
starters will be 30 or older when the season opens. Then it 
gets a bit fuzzy in the secondary. 

Will the team resolve its differences with cornerback Asante 
Samuel? After tying for the league lead in interceptions last 
season, Samuel boycotted offseason workouts and is threatening 
to sit out the first 10 games of the season in a contract dispute. 

Can strong safety Rodney Harrison stay on the field all 
season? He is 34 and has missed 19 games over the past two 
seasons because of injuries. 

Will a bum hamstring slow the development of safety 
Brandon Meriweather, the team’s No. 1 draft pick? Can the 
Patriots count on cornerback Chad Scott, who played in only 
24 games in the past three seasons and will turn 33 three days 
before the season’s opening weekend? Will they be able to get 
much contribution from corner Randall Gay, who has played 
in only eight games since New England won its last Super 
Bowl in February 2005? 

New England has the look of a Super Bowl team elsewhere. 
But if it can’t answer the questions in the secondary, the pic- 
ture gets a bit murky. 


INSIDERS POLL 


the Colts gave up an average of 82.8 
The league's best cornerback duo is: 


yards in the playoffs. 

The return of safety Bob Sanders, 
who missed 12 games because of 
injury, was huge. He is an aggressive, 
physical run stopper, and the rest of 
the defense feeds off his style and 
attitude. Another factor was that the 
defense became more fundamen- 
tally sound in the postseason. 

“Hopefully, we’re going to build 
off the momentum from the tail end 
of last year,” says coach Tony Dungy. 
“We really did our job and saw what 
can happen when we do that.” 

But the Colts need Sanders to stay 
healthy. He has missed half of the 
team’s 48 regular-season games since 
coming into the league in 2004, and 
he'll still be recovering from off- 
season shoulder surgery when camp 
opens. That’s not a good omen. SN 


el 
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Oakland’s Nnamdi Asomt 
_and Fabian Washington. 


~ 


and Ellis Hobbs 
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pALTIME AVENS 


, Site: McDaniel College, Westminster, Md. 
Reporting date: July 29 


FASTFACT: After the third day of camp, coach Brian Billick allows 
veterans to go home to their families for the remaining 17 nights. 


SHPO PEH TEETER HEHE OSTEO EES ERET ESE EEE OH EEESEEEEDE DE EEES 


TY: The Ravens must find a running game 
to complement their short passing attack. They have new 
RB Willis McGahee, and they’re trying several young players on 
the line. or want to become more explosive on the perimeter. 

The biggest competition will be on the offensive 
Line, It’s only a matter of time before top pick Ben Grubbs replaces 
RG Chris Chester. But Chester, if he makes the proper blocking calls, 
might become the starter at center and replace veteran Mike Flynn. ... 
CB Samari Rolle struggled last year, but the Ravens went out of their way 
to support him in the offseason. Still, if Rolle isn’t aggressive in camp and 
can’t play man coverage, the team might have to find another role for him. 
.. WRs Derrick Mason and Mark Clayton are locks as Nos. 1 and 2; 
Demetrius Williams, Clarence Moore, Devard Darling and rookie Yamon 
Figurs are battling for the other two slots. Because of his speed, Williams 
has the edge for the No. 3 role. —Mike Preston 


Williams has the speed 
to be the slot receiver. 


L0 
BUF BILLS 


25 Site: St. John Fisher College, Pittsford, N.Y. 
Reporting date: July 26 


FASTFACT: One-third of the workouts will be at night to try to 
beat the heat and draw more fans, who energize the players. 
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PURE CAMP) with we tosh Reed 


Best prank: I used to leave my room open when I’d 
go shower. When I go into my room to get dressed, 
Coy Wire jumps out of my closet. When I asked him 
a couple of years later how long he was hiding, he 
said he was in there for about an hour. I almost called 
the cops on him, actually. 

Laziest player: Aaron Schobel. Laziest during camp, 
laziest during the regular season, laziest during the 
offseason. 

Most memorable rookie initiation: The guys wanted 
to tape Mike Williams up and put him outside. It 
took the whole team to hold him down. I’m helping 
when one of them noticed I was a rookie, too. They 
grabbed me and wrapped me up with tape and put me 
outside with Mike. | tried to be a team player and help 
out, and I got burned. 
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PURE CAMP) stn wr 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: 
In Tennessee, we once had a player bring a 
toothbrush and toothpaste. That was it. He 
didn’t even bring any clothes. He said he was a 
kicker and that’s all he needed. 

Hardest worker: Me. 

Laziest player: It’s always the kicker. They don’t 
do anything. 

Best way to cope with boredom: We have a 
video game tournament. 
Most memorable rookie initia- 
tion: In Tennessee, we made 
the rookies get rid of their hair. 
Not only did we shave their 
heads, but we took off one half of 
a mustache or one eyebrow. 
All-time worst rookie singer: Mark 
Clayton. He had to sing the Oklahoma 
fight song, and he was terrible. 

Most senseless activity: The neck drill. They 
tell you to turn it to the left and then to the 
right, and it lasts about two seconds. You can 
do that walking out to practice. 


The offseason focus was on 

oT pieces on offense; now, they must come 
together. LG Derrick Dockery and RT Langston 
Walker were signed to upgrade the line. 
RB Marshawn Lynch was drafted for his big- 
play ability. A better running game will help 
an AEE pati inconsistent passing attack. 
f ! : Expect a fierce compe- 
tition nate CBs iasen Webster, Kiwaukee 
Thomas, Jabari Greer and Ashton Youboty, who 
are vying to replace Nate Clements. Webster 
has experience, but Youboty has the most 
upside. Thomas and Greer may be more 
effective as the third and fourth corners. ... 
Coordinator Steve Fairchild and quarterbacks 
coach Turk Schonert will continue taking 
a tough-love approach with J.B Losman. 
Fairchild and Schonert are hard on Losman 
when they detect the slightest flaw with his 
footwork or throwing mechanics, and that 
has led to improvement. ... TE Kevin Everett 
had a strong offseason catching the ball and 
now needs to carry that over to when the pads 
go on. The hope is he will finally develop into 
a downfield receiving threat. His rookie 
season was marred by a knee injury, and last 
year Everett had trouble adapting to a new 
system. —Allen Wilson 
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Site: Georgetown College, Georgetown, Ky. 
Reporting date: July 26 


FASTFACT: Fans have great access to players, who sign autographs 
after every practice. There’s a fireworks display at night workouts. 


CROP O CHER RES ERATE TERE CESOEHAEHEHETSHSERHHH ERED EEE EROH 


Y: The defense—which ranked 30th in the 
NEL last season—needs to improve. To climb that ladder, 
MLB Ahmad Brooks and LCB Deltha 0’Neal must become more 
consistent. Both have great physical tools. CB Johnathan Joseph 
is another key. If his foot isn’t healed, rookie Leon Hall and 
Kelwan Ratliff will battle for his spot. 

RB Rudi Johnson could lose his starting 
‘bt to rookie Kenny Irons. Johnson is a workhorse, but his 
3.8-yard average slowed the offense down last year. Irons makes 
defenders miss with sharp cuts and gives the offense a scary 
breakaway threat. ... The defensive tackle rotation (starters 
Michael Myers and John Thornton, backups Domata Peko, 
Kenderick Allen and rookie Matt Toeaina) has depth, but the jury 
is out on its run-stuffing ability. So WLB Ed Hartwell must wreak 
havoc on early downs and create sack opportunities for 
DEs Justin Smith and Robert Geathers. ... Rookie SS Marvin 
White and second-year FS Ethan Kilmer will push starters Dexter 
Jackson and Madieu Williams. —Chick Ludwig 


enough. ... 


Expect to see a lot 
more of Harrison 
this season. 


CNM SENGALS. [PURECHIP ane ssmmnne 


Best prank: Pour water on the rookies when they’re sleeping. 
They’re going to flip the mattress, but hopefully we've 
poured enough water that it went through. 
Most memorable rookie initiation: Our rookie year, Chad 
Johnson had his car windows cracked. They put fire extin- 
guisher powder, honey and toilet tissue all over the interior 
of his brand-new Lexus. 
Unique off-field activity: We don’t have any. Put this 
in there: Marvin Lewis doesn’t give us time to have 
off-field activities. 
Something, anything, you like about camp: Ice 
cream. Cookies and cream. And sometimes they 
have the rainbow sherbet. Another thing I 
like: the last day. I love the last day. 
That’s better than the ice 
cream. 
Most senseless activity: 
Two-a-days. They’re uncalled 
for. Boxers don’t spar twice 
a day. Sprinters in the lo 
Olympics, they don’t 
train twice a day. 
Horses don’t train 
twice a day, do they? 


Site: Cleveland Browns Training Facility, Berea, Ohio 
Reporting date; Rookies July 22 Veterans July 26 


FASTFACT: The west end of the complex borders two-story homes in an 
older neighborhood of Berea—not a bad spot for enemy surveillance. 


ener weeeseoaseee 


Rob Chudzinski, the Browns’ sixth 
offensive coordinator since 1999, is implementing a 
complicated system—it involves numerous shifts and 
formations and uses new terminology. The team needs 
to get comfortable with the offense during camp. 
WR Travis Wilson, G Isaac 
Sowells and RB Jerome Harrison got little out of their 
rookie seasons but will have a chance to prove them- 
selves in camp. Harrison is the likeliest to have an 
impact. He projects as a change-of-pace back behind 
Jamal Lewis. Wilson has the all-around skills to be a 
No. 2 receiver but must prove he is disciplined men- 
tally. Sowells (6-3, 324) has the size and athleticism to 
be a good right guard but must show he’s tough 
Something to watch during camp will be 
how the relationship between new receivers coach Wes 
Chandler and third-year WR Braylon Edwards develops—both were 
No. 3 overall picks, and Chandler isn’t afraid to ride a player hard. 
Edwards must prove he’s the real deal; he did more with his mouth 
than his hands in 2006. —Steve Doerschuk 
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PURE CAMP) wit us and 


Strangest eating habits: The smaller guys get you. 
They seem to eat whatever they want and stay at their 
weight. They make the heavier guys mad. 

All-time worst rookie singer: Probably me. I did a rap 
song I didn’t quite know, so I was mumbling the 
words. Besides myself, D’Qwell Jackson. I’m not even 
sure what he was trying to sing—it was that bad. He 
was trying, but he was so terrible that guys booed and 
told him to sit on down. 

Most notorious rule breaker: It’s so strict during 
training camp, any little thing can bite you. Better not 
doze off or be in the bathroom too long. 

Best thing about holding camp at the team facility: The 
way our complex is set up makes it easy for fans to find 
a place to watch. That’s cool right there. A lot of them 
can't afford to go to the games. 
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Site: Paul D. Bowlen Memorial Centre, Englewood, Colo. 
Reporting date: July 28 
FASTFACT: Between practices, players take over the team meeting room, which has a 
15-foot movie screen. Players request movies, and members of the operations staff 
procure their choices. Some players drag in air mattresses to take in the flicks. 


PRPS HHO TOO TE HER EHOE ESET HEE HEHE ESOS T ESSE REO OHE HOSE SEDESEESESHOESE 


DF Y: There could be new 
starters at 10 positions, and new defensive 
coordinator Jim Bates will be installing 
his scheme. Add a quarterback who has 
started just five games, and the camp 
theme will be “Getting to Know You.” 

MI NFI AL: The team will 
begin camp with a whopping 17 players 


vying for spots on the defensive line. That 
number figures to be trimmed to single 
digits by the opener. Veterans E Kenard 
Lang and T Alvin McKinley will have to 
work to make the roster. ... RG Chris 
Kuper and RT Erik Pears will probably be 
in the first unit to open camp, but T Adam 
Meadows and G Montrae Holland have 
legitimate chances to become starters. ... 
The team will use a lot of combinations at 
linebacker as it tries to find its strongside 
starter. Eddie Moore and Warrick Holdman 
will share snaps with the first team, but 
Nate Webster and D.D. Lewis will also get a 
look. The coaches will scrutinize how 
each handles coverage demands because 
there’s more man-to-man responsibility 
in Bates’ scheme. —Lee Rasizer 


Hardest worker: Nick Ferguson. He’s a guy that just came off a leg injury and 
shouldn’t even be out there, but he’s out there acting like nothing’s wrong. 
And he’s like 39 years old. 

Laziest player: I’d say myself. Not on the field. But when I’m off it, I don’t 

want to do anything. 
Camp comedian: Domonique Foxworth likes to joke a lot. 
He clowns on everybody. And it’s random stuff. They 
mess with Dave Abrams, our head of security, 
about the clothes he wears. He looked like 
the Terminator today with his black 

shades on. 
Camp food is ... Terrible. They try to tweak it, but 
it’s the same stuff every year. 

} Most senseless activity: Tackling drills. ’'ve been 
y F playing football for 20 years. If I don’t know how 


to tackle by now, hell, I don’t need to be out here. 


Site: Houston Texans Practice Facility, Houston 

Reporting date: July 26 
FASTFACT: For heat relief during two-a-days, the Texans will practice 
outside in the morning and inside their bubble in the afternoon. 


POSES O SERENE HE MESES HEHE ESHEH SESH SHEE OEEH SHS HEHE ESOS ET EEES 


PURE CAMP) wits or eptraim Saiaam 


Strangest eating habits: Chester Pitts. I have never 
seen anyone eat something whole without any 
chewing and be OK. I’m still trying to figure it out. 
Hardest worker: Mark Bruener, because he just had 
a birthday and is 70 ... no, he’s 58 years old. He 
came into the league back in the early ’60s, and for 
a guy that old, he works extremely hard. More 
power to him. 

Most memorable rookie initiation: I saw a team strip 
a rookie down naked and tape him to the goal post. 
They left him out there. An hour and a half later he 
was still out there taped naked to the goal post 
with, like, baby powder and stuff rubbed on him. 
Unique way to cope with the heat: Don’t practice. 
That’s it. Have a pulled something and convince 
somebody you need to stay inside. 

Biggest suck-up: Mike Flanagan. Please, spell that 
in bold and capital letters. 


PRIORITY: The Texans must get the 

offense rolling. RBs Ahman Green and 
Ron Dayne need to stay healthy because 
the scheme will be built around them. 
The team also must figure out how to 
protect new QB Matt Schaub. 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: LT Charles Spencer 
showed promise at a problem position 
last year before a serious fracture in his 
knee ended his season. Spencer wants to 
return by the season opener, but he’ll 
have to show in camp that he’s ready. ... 
The coaches have put Mario Williams at 
right end and are keeping him there— 
unlike a year ago when they moved him up and down the line. Williams is 
being taught techniques he should have learned last year and will have a chance 
to hone them during camp. ... The Texans are expecting Kevin Walter to emerge 
as their No. 2 receiver, but his inexperience is cause for concern. The Texans 
need someone to draw attention from Andre Johnson, but they may end up 
having to go with a committee approach. —Megan Manfull 


Williams 
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JACKSON: BOB LEVERONE / SN; LEFTWICH; ROBERT SEALE / SN ARCHIVES 


Site: Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Reporting date: July 29 


FASTFACT: Tony Dungy’s on-the-soft-side training camp works: 
Since his arrival in 2002, the team is 14-2 in September. 


POR UCR ETOOCOOSCSCOOSCOSSSOOCCOC SSCP e Eee ences 


Strangest thing a player has brought to 
camp: Dwight Freeney always brings a 
bunch of sea salt. It's what he has the chefs 
put on his food. He eats only sea salt 
because his dietitian says it helps his body 
recover better. 

Best prank: One morning we woke up and found one of the staff 


members’ golf carts on a raft in the middle of the lake. Somebody 
had to go out there and get it. 

Best way to cope with boredom: We crack jokes on the rookies. 
Those guys are so wide-eyed and bushy-tailed that they’re almost 
defenseless. 


Camp comedian: Joseph Addai. He’s a quiet guy, but you've got to 
be careful around the quiet guys. They're always thinking of a joke. 
Biggest suck-up: Darrell Reid. He’s just in trouble so much he 
knows he has to suck up to get back in the coaches’ good graces. 


cKSON onviLtE 
JAC" JAGUARS 


Site: Jacksonville Municipal Stadium, Jacksonville 
Reporting date: July 27 


FASTFACT: The first full-pads practice opens with the old Oklahoma 
drill; a defender has to fight off a blocker and tackle a runner. 


POU RUE UEOEOEOCSOOSCOCOU ECE eee err 


TOP PRIORITY: The passing offense let the club down too 
many times last season. New coordinator Dirk Koetter will 
install an offense that emphasizes taking shots downfield. 
During camp, QB Byron Leftwich and the receivers will 4 
have to work out kinks in timing while learning the ‘ 
nuances of Koetter’s play-action-based attack. , 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: The staff is starting to 4am 
believe Leftwich isn’t the long-term answer, and “™ 
the team wants to sign Daunte Culpepper. If it 
does, expect a training camp battle. Leftwich’s critics 
say he’s immobile and injury-prone and winds up too much 
when he throws. ... 
(Achilles’) will likely fix the club’s pass-rush problems. Team 
doctors have been conservative in handling his rehabilita- 

tion because they’ve found scar tissue on the tendon. ... _, 
Either WR Reggie Williams or WR Matt Jones likely will 
be gone by the end of camp. The Jaguars added speed at 

the position by drafting Mike Walker and John Broussard 
and signing Dennis Northcutt. —Michael C. Wright 


I 


The return of DE Reggie Hayward “Gp 


TOP PRIORITY: The team must 
solidify its linebacker situation. 
With WLB Cato June gone, the 
pressure is on Freddy Keiaho. If 
he’s ready to step into the 
starting lineup, the unit will be 
fine. If not, the group will be 
the defense’s Achilles’ heel. 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: With 
the departures of CBs Nick 
Harper and Jason David, the 
spotlight will be on Marlin 
Jackson, Kelvin Hayden, Tim Jen- 
nings and Daymeion Hughes. 
All indications are Jackson and 
Hayden will be more than 
adept replacements for Harper 
and David. ... RB Joseph Addai 
will be more comfortable in his 
second training camp, and he'll undoubtedly shoulder a heavier load than 
he did in his rookie season. But someone has to emerge as a viable backup. 
No other running back has carried the ball in a regular-season game. ... 
Rookie WR Anthony Gonzalez will be a quick study in a complicated offense. 
He'll work exclusively in the slot and must develop an immediate rapport 
with QB Peyton Manning. —Mike Chappell 


PURE CAMP) wits ve paut spice 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: Big John 

Henderson and Marcus Stroud had massage chairs in 

front of their lockers. 

Unique way to cope with the heat: Freezing jocks. 

Best way to cope with boredom: We’ve got a bunch of 

people that like to think they’re Madden champs. Maurice 

Jones-Drew and Freddy Taylor go at it all the time. 

We’ve also got some wannabe Forrest Gumps 
playing pingpong in the 
locker room: Nick Sorensen, 
Scott Starks, coach Del Rio, 
Rashean Mathis. 
Most senseless activity: Our 
“slide and glides.” Your guess is 
as good as mine as to what a 
slide and glide is. It’s supposed to be a walk-through, 
but you've got guys trying to make the team in walk- 
throughs, so you can’t really go slow because you're 

always going to have All-American practice players on 

the squad. 


The Jaguars are wondering whether 
Leftwich is the right man for the job. 


7/16/07 . SPORTING NEWS . 37 


5 cITY 
KAN CHIEFS 


Site: University of Wisconsin-River Falls, River Falls, Wis. 


Sate ann Ronin Ea UN 2G a leet 
FASTEACT: The Chiefs travel to small-town America and Stay i in n old brick dorms. 
G.M. Carl Peterson says a distant camp fosters chemistry. 
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PURE CAMP) wits we 


Laziest player: The kickers. What a life those guys have. 
Most memorable rookie initiation: A few years ago, we 
had a few rookies who didn’t get breakfast for every- 
body when they were supposed to. We tied them up to 
the goal posts and poured Gatorade over them and left 
them out there for somebody else to untie. 

Best way to cope with boredom: | use the video confer- 
encing on my computer to talk to my wife and my 
! kids. That keeps me going. 

Something, anything, you like about camp: The day we get to 
break camp and come home. 

Best thing about training out of town: It’s a little cooler in 
River Falls than it is in Kansas City. But that’s the only 
good thing. 

Camp food is ... I live on it for a long time 
because I have to. But I'd rather not. It’s not so 
much that it tastes bad, but it gets old. 


*RIORITY: Brodie Croyle must 
seize the starting quarterback job from 
Damon Huard. Croyle was impressive in 
offseason drills, but now he must show a 
command of the offense. 

, O} AL: WR Samie Parker 
needs a strong camp to keep a roster spot. 
Parker has failed to give the Chiefs the big 
plays they expected, and he too often 
makes the tough catch only to drop the 
easy one. ... The team desperately needs 
inside pass rushers who can make 
Es Tamba Hali and Jared Allen more 
effective. Newcomer Alfonso Boone and 
second-round pick Turk McBride were 
acquired in large part for their pass-rush 
skills, so it’s important they produce 
immediately. The Chiefs also will exper- 
iment with LB Kendrell Bell as a rusher in 
passing situations. ... The Chiefs must find out 
what rookie RBs Kolby Smith and Marcus 
O’Keith are capable of doing in case Larry 
Johnson follows through on his threat to hold 
out. Michael Bennett would become the starter, 
but he’s not capable of carrying the load by 
himself. —Adam Teicher 


"iA" DOLPHINS 


Site: Dolphins Training Center, Davie, Fla. 
Reporting date: Rookies July 22 Veterans July 27 


FASTFACT: Team cheerleaders often roam the crowd and take pictures 
with fans. Their uniforms are appropriate for the South Beach heat. 


Hardest worker: Right now? Ronnie Brown. He knows 
people have a lot of expectations, and I think he got tired 
of hearing talk about his weight. 


OPER OO HEE HE OEE RETA EE HEHE EEE EEOEME OR EEE HOES EESEEEO TEES ES 


TOP PRIORITY: New QB Trent Green, who 
suffered a usr concussion last séason, will 
operate behind a line that might not return 
one player to the same position. That poten- 
tially messy situation, will get plenty of atten- 


Cameron must 
figure out how to 
protect Green 
when the red 
jersey comes off. 


MAL: Before Cam Cameron 
was hired as coach, the team gave defensive 
coordinator Dom Capers a lucrative contract 
to lead one of the league’s top units. How 
long will it take Cameron to get involved with 
the defense—and how will Capers accept that 
involvement? ... WR Ted Ginn needs to show 
why the Dolphins drafted him instead of 
QB Brady Quinn. Ginn has tremendous speed, 


Camp comedian: ; 
That’s an easy one. He’s always 
clowning, always ragging on someone. 
Biggest suck-up: Keith Traylor. He’s now, 
the suck-up guy. Unbelievable but true. 
Something, anything, you like about camp: It really gets 
you away. There’s no distractions, and all of your focus is 
on football. 

Best thing about having camp at the team facility: It’s the 
best. I know Miami has the heat, but to be here as 
opposed to flying to Wisconsin or somewhere, it’s worth 
it. In this camp, you're in a hotel. I’ve got cable television. 
Pve got room service. I’ve got a nice down comforter. 
Most senseless activity: Two-a-days. Why? Why do we 
need two a day? 


but there are concerns he’s not recovered from the foot injury he suffered in the BCS title 
game. ... WLB Channing Crowder has spent two seasons learning from MLB Zach Thomas. 
Now newcomer SLB Joey Porter will try to help Crowder realize his vast potential. Crowder’ 
has a wild personality, more like Porter’s. It will be interesting to see whether Porter’s wild 
ways will help or derail Crowder’s development. —Jeff Darlington r 
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THOMAS: STEPHAN SAVOIA / AP; REVIS: STEPHEN CHERNIN / AP 


enGLANP 
PATRIOTS 


Site: Gillette Stadium, Foxborough, Mass. TOP PRIORITY: QB Tom Brady has no shortage of weapons in 
Reporting date: July 27 WRs Randy Moss, Donte’ Stallworth and Wes Welker. It will be key 


. . are : , . for all three newcomers to get comfortable in the system and incor- 
FASTFACT: When a downpour hits, the Patriots scurry inside and the MLS’ Revolution, which porate their unique skills into the offense. 


practices nearby, stays outside. “I guess soccer players are tougher,’ Bill Belichick likes to say. CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: The play-calling bears watching, even during 
Ateecunsccenacescsranseccessesenarescrsnssicarensecenaesssencseacceesers scrimmages The Patriots, never blessed with so much speed on the 


p RF AM p outside, have relied on timing and 
PURE CAMP! C = Brady’s uncanny ability to find the 
with DE Richard Seymour Thomas acti % open man. Now Brady will have 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: 

What was the thing Lawyer Milloy brought in? 

The thing you lean on and it rolls around? The 

Segway scooter. 

Hardest worker: Rodney Harrison. He’s been in the 

league 14 years, and he never slows down. 

Camp comedian: Definitely Matt Light. He likes 

giving (Tom) Brady a hard time. One time he 

filled Brady’s car with those packing peanuts. 

Best way to cope with boredom: We make the 

rookies do skits and performances for us. We do it maybe once a 
week. Someone might have to imitate (strength coach) Mike 
Woicik in a workout or do an imitation of another player. 
All-time worst rookie singer: They don’t make rookies sing the 
fight song anymore. But my class had to. The running back who 
ended up in Denver, Cedric Cobbs, good Lord, he was bad. 


options downfield. Will the team 
open things up or stick with the 
same system? ... It will be fun to 
watch coach Bill Belichick move 
around his free-agent prize, versa- 
tile OLB Adalius Thomas. Belichick 
thinks outside the box, which 
means Thomas probably will play 
at inside and outside linebacker as 
well as at end, tackle and maybe 
even safety. ... This may be a 
tough camp. Word is Belichick 
doesn’t want all the positive media 
coverage going to the players’ 
heads and that he will work them 
harder than usual. —John Tomase 


yorK 
NEN ETS 


Site: Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y. 
Reporting date: July 27 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: Camp 
is like jail, and you can’t carry anything to jail. 

, ‘ Strangest eating habits: Victor Hobson. All he 
FASTFACT: Loud music blasts from sideline speakers during open does is eat. You'll see him in the weight room, 


practices. It’s designed to help the team improve communication. +=) . eating Rice Krispie treats while he’s working out. 
tudgobxeaxaconeiedcekcesouse reas oo euceaees a= ahaa ss assam ae Sala ~ a Most memorable rookie initiation: My rookie year, 


TOP PRIORITY: The team struggled against the run last year and they cas eeeout ee the as iy i 5 
there are several new faces in the front seven, so the preseason will amt: no ee NE a 
bea time for putting the right players into the right roles. RE Kenyon Best way te cope with boredom Imagining funy 
Coleman will go into camp as Kimo von Oelhoffen’s backup, but BBS ore ee ete bad cond atacand atairae he 
Coleman is expected to wrest the starting job from the aging vet. aP ot f hil eerthed SP 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: The most competitive position on the team? je ata Ae I RRS zs a sa 
Easy. It’s cornerback, where four players—Andre Dyson, David Barrett, NI s a athe pees mae 2 f eee sf 
Justin Miller and No. 1 pick Darrelle Revis—are vying for the two fined apron fop ofihe buil dinperendyste 
starting jobs. If Revis and the previously disappointing Miller have ae : 

strong camps, Barrett could become expendable. ... WR Justin : : : =n 
McCareins could be trade bait if Brad Smith or Chansi Stuckey sae gual Pere reE Fe 
steps up. It would be a mistake to unload McCareins, who’s a aie cere ) We call him Penguin Lite 
solid backup and could make a seamless transition to the starting ; ’ 
lineup if needed. ... Rookie ILB David Harris is being counted on to 

crack the rotation. If Harris has a good camp, he could replace Eric 
Barton, who isn’t a lock to make the roster. —Rich Cimini 


The Jets didn’t pick 
Revis 14th overall so he 
could sit on the bench. 
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Site: Napa Valley Marriott, Napa, Calif. 

Reporting date: July 26 

FASTFACT: This is one of the few teams that still closes training camp to 
fans, which noe feeds into the franchise’s mystique and bad-boy image. 


POCO STO HSE SHEHEOEHO HS EENSE SHEE SESE EES Cee eeeerssersseseseses 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: Jarrod Cooper has 
brought some of his snakes. He’s got a garage full of them at home. 
Best prank: One year, they filled a guy’s bed with water. 
Coaches’ favorite whipping boy: Paul McQuistan. Coach was on 
him every day rookie year. He asked Coach one day if the ques- 
tions he was asking were rhetorical. 
Most memorable rookie initiation: My own. They shaved my head 
into a mohawk. To spite them, I decided to keep it for about three 
months. 
All-time worst rookie singer: Me. I never could 
get our college fight song quite right. It’s 
called the Hokie Pokie. 
Unique way to cope with the heat: Get- 
ting a tub full of ice water, with ice 
floating at the top. It’s hard to get in 
there, but once you do, it feels pretty 
good—and it’s hard to get out. 


Reporting date: July 23 


Site: Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, Pa. 


The Raiders need 

Jordan to run away 
New offensive line coach Tom Cable —_—‘from injuries. 
has to sort out a messy situation. From a group 


that allowed a league-worst 72 sacks last year, ye \ 


RT Langston Walker was allowed to leave and ™ 
holdovers Barry Sims, Robert Gallery and Paul 
McQuistan are being tried at different posi- 
tions. It’s conceivable only C Jake Grove will be 
at rhe position he played last season. 

: Practices under new 
coach Lane Kiffin figure to be shorter and 
more intense. Kiffin wants a faster tempo 
so practices approximate the pace of 
games. This will be a big adjustment for 
returning players. ... RB LaMont Jordan is 
healthy and poised to re-establish himself after 
sputtering in 2006. Dominic Rhodes won't 
challenge Jordan for the starting job—at 
least not initially. Rhodes received a four- 
game suspension for violating the NFL's 
substance abuse policy. ... The Raiders 
are searching for a complement to } 
LE Derrick Burgess. Rookie Quentin 
Moses and inexperienced Kevin 
Huntley will get a chance to succeed 
where Tyler Brayton and Lance 
Johnstone experienced only mod- 
erate success last year. —Steve Corkran 


2s 


Strangest eating habits: | don’t want to say 
his name, but he would never use a plate or 


FASTFACT: Heading into their 75th season, the Steelers will begin their 
41st consecutive year training at Saint Vincent College. 


'Y: QB Ben Roethlisberger must prove he can come 
back from : a poor season. In 2006, he was sacked 46 times and 
threw 23 interceptions, both AFC highs. Roethlisberger will get 

more preseason playing time than he did while recovering from 

injuries sue ina Lao accident last year. 

CAMP CONFIDE! .: New offensive coordinator Bruce Arians may 
change the foes of the offense from the running game to the passing 

game. He has contemplated using more no-huddle formations and 

seems willing to turn the offense over to Roethlisberger. ... The running 
back position has been solidified with the signing of Kevan Barlow and 
the re-signing of third-down back Verron Haynes. Barlow is a good fit 
because he’s solid inside and could push Najeh Davenport for backup 
time behind starter Willie Parker. ... Rookie OLBs LaMarr Woodley and 

Lawrence Timmons have explosive talent. Woodley might contribute 

sooner by playing on third downs in place of Clark Haggans. Timmons 

won't challenge James Harrison right away because coordinator Dick 

LeBeau’s base defense can be tough for rookies to pick up. —Gerry Dulac 


There will be plenty of pressure on Roethlisberger 
to get the Steelers back on track. 
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utensils. He’d throw the food on the tray 
and eat it with his hands, like a caveman. 

Most memorable rookie initiation: At the 
end of camp, the rookies do a skit. Last 
year, we all nicknamed Scott Paxson 
T-Rex because he has huge legs and little 
teenie arms. He came out in a speedo and 


all painted green and 
started eating off the 
plate with his head. 

Unique off-field activity: 
Toward the end of 
camp we have a soft- 
ball game. Most of the 


older guys play in it, and most of the 
others sit up on a hill and watch. 

Biggest suck-up: Casey Hampton or Hines 
Ward. They’re always asking Coach if they 
can shine his shoes. 


ROETHUSBERGER: JAY DROWNS / SN; JORDAN: BOB LEVERONE / SN; TUB: MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


OLSON: NFL PHOTOS; WILHELM: JAY DROWNS / SN 


sit ARGERS 


Site: Chargers Park, San Diego 
Reporting date: Rookies July 23 Veterans July 27 


FASTFACT: Because most players dislike the food at Chargers Park, they often can 
be seen crossing a busy intersection to one of the many nearby fast-food places. 


RI How 
often does a team that 
went 14-2 have to con- 
nect with a new coach 
and mostly new staff? 
Tweaks are being made 
to the offensive and 
defensive systems that 
should not be too diffi- 
cult to grasp. The offen- 
sive players have fallen 
Wilhelm in love with new coach 
Norv Turner; the defen- 
sive players are still 
"eet SN shsig coordinator 

Ted Cottrell. 

All eyes will be checking the progress of QB Philip 
Rivers. He is bigger and wiser and is expected to see the field better, feel more 
comfortable speaking up and perform better in crucial situations. ... 
SS Clinton Hart appears to have sewn up a starting job. Coaches do not expect 
rookie Eric Weddle to be ready, and Bhawoh Jue is trying to get healthy. Hart 
has the best ball skills among the safeties. ... ILB Matt Wilhelm will be under a 
microscope. He is taking over for Donnie Edwards, who led the team in tackles 
each of the past five years. Wilhelm has good intensity but can’t match 
Edwards’ instincts in coverage. —Kevin Acee 
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Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: PlaySta- 
tions, Xboxes. I bring my iPod. We live in a hotel, dude. 
You can’t bring your pet iguana. 
Strangest eating habits: All the O-linemen. You gotta 

eat. You sneak out to Taco Bell or Baja Fresh. 
Best prank: I haven't really seen one, but I’m going to 
do one this year. I’m going to try to get Norv Turner. 
Most memorable rookie initiation: All we have ever done 
is make guys buy air fresheners. It gets pretty bad—between the camp 
food and Taco Bell. 
Hardest worker: Eric Parker. He’s the hardest worker any time of year. 
Something, anything, you like about camp: No distractions ... hanging 
out with the guys ... farting. 
Camp comedian: Everyone is a comedian. 
Camp food is ... Our season food is the same as the camp food: awful. 
That’s one thing this franchise needs to work on. 


ENN TANS 


Site: Baptist Sports Park, Nashville 
Reporting date: July 27 


FASTFACT: Veterans enjoy the Dizzy Bat Race they impose on rookies the last 
day of camp. With a baseball bat placed on their foreheads, rookies are spun 
around 10 times and asked to retrieve a football about 20 yards away. 


PURE CAMP) win 


Laziest player: You could probably say Albert Haynesworth. I 
think a lot of people would say that. He'll probably read this, 
and we'll probably get in a fight. 
Something, anything, you like about camp: Messing 
with the rookies. 
Best prank: Every year, we give the rookie offen- 
sive linemen haircuts. The best one we ever did 
was on a guy named Marico Portis. We shaved a 
face on the back of his head, named the back of 
) his head Rocko and even put a cigarette in 
We) Rocko’s mouth. I remember sitting behind him 
Ny ina meeting and laughing so hard I was crying. 
' Most memorable rookie initiation: Eugene 
Amano got his clothes thrown in the cold tub. 
The guy we had do it didn’t check all the pockets, 
and Eugene’s cell phone and wallet and stuff were 
in there. That was about as pissed off as I’ve 
seen anybody get. 


The Titans must replace suspended CB Pacman 
Jones, who will be missed as a solid cover corner and in the return 
game. The team signed Nick Harper and Kelly Herndon to shore up 
the secondary and will hold an open competition for filling the 
vacancy in spec teams. 
RB LenDale White enters training camp asa § 

man on the spot. The Titans are counting on White to show more 
commitment in camp and would prefer him to win the job over Chris 
Brown because of his physical running style. ... The Titans must iden- 
tify some weapons for QB Vince Young after losing their two most pro- 
ductive receivers in free agency. Although most expect Brandon 
Jones to emerge as Young’s top target, don’t be surprised 
if Roydell Williams steps into the spotlight. ... 
It’s put up-or-shut up time for DT Albert 
Haynesworth. If he stays healthy and 
out of trouble, he’s capable of 
making the Pro Bowl and 
improving the team’s porous 
run defense. —Jim Wyatt 
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AFC 


The question around New England is 
whether CB Asante Samuel has the guts to 
turn his back on a guaranteed $7.79 million 
via the franchise tag and hold out: Some 
believe he'll sit and try to force a trade, which 
worked for Deion Branch last year. Others 
think he'll cave before he leaves more on the 
table than he has made in his entire career. A 
source close to Samuel who falls into Camp B 
says he expects Samuel to show at some point 
in August because, in the end, that’s too 
much money to ignore. * Titans RB LenDale 
White still hasn’t escaped the coaches’ dog- 
house because of his attitude and work ethic 
this offseason, which led to the late signing of 
veteran Chris Brown. Still, coach Jeff Fisher 
prefers White to be the starter, though White 
will have to take some big steps in the pre- 
season to secure the position. New Steelers 
coach Mike Tomlin has promised a more 
strenuous training camp than the veterans 
had become accustomed to under Bill 
Cowher. Tomlin must set a tough example 
because he needs to make his own decisions 
on players. ® Rookie OT Joe Thomas has the 


Browns over a barrel. The organization bene- 
fited all spring from the excitement of an off- 
season talent roundup featuring Thomas and 


He’s preening now, but will Samuel have 
the nerve to say no to almost $8 million? 


The Browns can’t afford to let much of camp go by without having Thomas in the fold. 
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QB Brady Quinn, but some of that buzz will 
die if Thomas holds out for more than a few 
days. Thomas showed in spring drills and 
minicamp that he has the footwork and tech- 
nique necessary to play as well as a rookie can 
be expected to, but a lengthy holdout surely 
would hurt his performance and hurt the 
team’s bid to awaken a comatose offense. 
Thomas has lots of contract leverage, and the 
team might have to overpay him slightly. 
> Bengals players respect and admire 
RB Rudi Johnson for his toughness, durability 
and consistency on the field, but his laid-back 
manner is interpreted as nonchalance and 
even laziness. Johnson is always the last player 
on the field for practice and the last player to 
board the team bus and plane. The club 
drafted Kenny Irons for several reasons—to 
improve the speed and explo- 
siveness of the offense and to 
motivate Johnson, who averaged { 
only 3.8 yards acarryonhisway |& 
to 1,309 yards and 12 touch- 
downs last season. > In an |} 
attempt to keep his team fresh 
and healthy throughout the 
season, Jaguars coach Jack Del 
Rio will shorten and lessen the 
intensity of the team’s morning 


workouts in camp. These “slide ——— 


AQT S IESE 


and glide” sessions will empha- 

size the mental side of the game and focus on 
things such as personnel groupings, forma- 
tion shifts and game scenarios. The night 
workouts will remain more physical. * Jets 
offensive coordinator Brian Schottenheimer 
figures to become a hot candidate for head 
coaching jobs, so Eric Mangini made a 
proactive move after last season by hiring 
Patriots receivers coach Brian Daboll, who 
will serve as quarterbacks coach but clearly is 
Schottenheimer’s heir apparent. Daboll and 
Mangini are close friends and share the same 
offensive vision. With Daboll, the Jets should 
be set for years at the most important posi- 
tion on Mangini’s staff. —SN correspondents 


(G\[BLos ALERT | 


‘Daunte Culpepper has too 
much boom to write off 
as a bust. 


Vinnie lyer can picture it now: Culpepper in a 


Jaguars uniform, doing things Byron Leftwich and 


David Garrard can only dream of. Think Vinnie 
should dream on? Tell him at sportingnews.com. 
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Although the Vikings are main- 
taining publicly that Brooks 
Bollinger has a chance to win the 
starting quarterback job, it is Tarvaris 

Jackson’s to lose. Bollinger, in fact, is 
considered by coaches to be a veteran 
mentor even though he has made only \ 
nine NEL starts in four seasons. Bollinger WS 
is the son of a coach and hails from the Uni- 

versity of Wisconsin, where coach Brad 
Childress and coordinator Darrell Bevell both 
cut their offensive teeth. Bollinger is capable 
of executing the offense in a short-term 
capacity, but the team clearly believes Jackson 
is its future. * Don’t be surprised if the Bucs 
start shopping QB Chris Simms. They are 
committed to using Jeff Garcia as their 
starter, and coach Jon Gruden remains a big 
fan of Bruce Gradkowski’s despite his strug- 
gles as a rookie last year. Simms has plenty of 
potential, but he doesn’t have the mobility 
Gruden likes. If ownership allows it, the team 
could look to move Simms during the pre- 
season. » The Cardinals have cleared enough 


likely awaits Bollinger. 


A big payday awaits Peppers, 
and a role as QB mentor 


NFC 


‘Are the Cardinals ready to 
live up to last season’s hype? 
Not quite. But a great 2008 
ist that far away, 


Are you ready to write off the 2007 Cardinals? 
Vinnie lyer is. Take him to task at 


cap space in recent weeks to add a veteran or 
two at key positions should the opportunity 
arise this summer. Most of the team’s good 
young players are under contract for several 
seasons. The only one who isn’t, OLB Karlos 
Dansby, could get a new deal during the 
season if he plays well early. ® Redskins 
coach Joe Gibbs has no intention of taking 
play-calling authority away from coordinator 
Al Saunders. The problem last season was 
that Gibbs and Saunders did not recognize 
the gulf between their offensive philosophies. 
Gibbs prefers to run first, pass second and 
throw deep when possible. Saunders favors a 
high-octane offense in which the passing 
game opens up the running game. The two 
have agreed that the Redskins will be a run- 
first team. Gibbs will have the same role he 
had last season—provide input for the game 
plan and occasional suggestions on game day. 
> The Rams like what they see in rookie 
NT Adam Carriker, but they still would love 
to have Kris Jenkins in their lineup this 
season. The team is as inexperienced as it can 
be at the position, with two rookies (Clifton 
Ryan and Keith Jackson) backing up Carriker. 
Although a predraft trade for Jenkins fizzled, 
the Rams remain interested. They still won't 
give up a first-round pick, though, and the 
closer it gets to camp, it’s debatable whether 
they would even give up a second-rounder. 
> DE Julius Peppers is under contract 

through 2009, but the Panthers want to 
make sure he’s around long after that. The 
team will try to sign him to an extension 
that would make him the highest-paid 
player in franchise history and one of the 
best-paid players in the league. If a deal can 
be done, Peppers and WR Steve Smith, who 
already signed a big contract extension, could 
eat up much of the team’s cap room. That 
could make it difficult to re-sign OT Jordan 
Gross, who is scheduled to become a free 
agent after this season. —SN correspondents 
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An early heads-up on a few camp tales 
By Dennis Dillon 


s: Bourbonnais, Ill. 


Hester should be able to pester defenses, too 


We've seen what Devin Hester can do when 
he gets his hands on the ball in small helpings. 
Now we're about to find out how dangerous he 
can be if the Bears feed him more portions. 

After watching Hester make NFL history as 
a rookie last season with six returns for 
touchdowns in the regular season and a seventh 
in the Super Bowl, the Bears decided they might 
be able to add a new wrinkle to their offense by 
making him a wide receiver. “To what degree 
and what amount and how many plays, that’s 
yet to be determined,” says offensive coordinator 
Ron Turner, the lead scientist behind this 
experiment. “But hopefully, we'll be able to 
sneak him in for a few plays.” 

Turner is putting in specific packages and 
plays for Hester. He'll line up in the backfield, 
split out wide, in the slot—anywhere that will 
allow him to get into space and use his special 
elusiveness. 

Hester, who played several positions but 
mastered none in his college days at Miami, is 
still trying to get comfortable as a wideout. 
Lining up in the right spot, running routes 


precisely and reading defenses are skills he 
worked on during the offseason and will 
continue to hone in training camp. 

The Bears saw glimpses of what Hester can do 
during OTAs—he looked particularly dangerous 
on crossing routes, where the defense was going 
in one direction and he came across in another— 
but know he still has a lot of work to do. 

“J don’t think he’s just going to line up out 
there and dominate,” says Turner. “He'll be 
going against corners who have athletic ability 
and experience. He’s going to have to learn the 
position, and we're going to have to learn what 
he can do and put him into position to do those 
things.” 

Receiver will be a supplementary role for 
Hester—he’ll continue to do what he does best, 
which is return punts and kickoffs—but even if 
this trial fails, the Bears can’t lose. “The worst that 
can happen,’ says a pro scout from another NFC 
North team, “is he goes back to what he did last 
year, which was give everybody nightmares.” 

The best that can happen? Hester gives them 
even more nightmares. 


s: Jackson, Miss. 


Despite the success, it’s back to Square 1 


A year ago, Mickey Loomis would have been 
hard-pressed to sit down at his office desk and 
list all of the starters on the Saints’ offense and 
defense because of questions at several 
positions. This year, he could do it with his eyes 
closed while he vacationed on a beach on 
Florida’s Gulf Coast. 

“For us, I think, the questions are a little more 
subtle than they were a year ago,” says Loomis, 
the team’s general manager. 

That’s not to say the Saints were content to 
stand pat with the personnel that led them to an 
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improbable 10-6 record, an NFC South title and 
a spot in the conference championship game 
last season. Although 21 of 22 starters return, 
spirited competition is expected at wide 
receiver, tight end, middle linebacker, 
cornerback and strong safety, where free-agent 
addition Kevin Kaesviharn will battle Roman 
Harper, whose promising rookie season ended 
after only five games because of a knee injury. 
But the training camp priorities have 
changed. Last year was about surrounding 
quarterback Drew Brees with playmakers, 


rebuilding an offensive line and finding some 
linebackers. This year, the focus will be more on 
establishing solid depth and a nucleus of players 
who can contribute on special teams. 

The Saints already have put 2006 behind 
them. At the urging of assistant head 
coach/linebackers Joe Vitt, they staged a New 
Orleans-style jazz funeral at the end of their 
offseason workouts and buried the memories 
and accolades. The message: Finishing one game 
short of the Super Bowl wasn’t good enough. 
The team will need to invest the same amount of 
work and effort, if not more, in camp this 
summer to take the next step. 

“Its about recognizing that this is a whole 
new year,’ says Loomis. 
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INSIDERS POLL 


Well-behaved ————>- 


TD machine 

Misbehaving 

TD machine —>» 

Misbehaving 18 
on-field 

disappointment- 
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Based on a poll of SN’s 32 team correspondents 


SCOUT’S TAKE “The potential for him to be a 


distraction is always there, regardless of who 
the coach is’ 


s: Santa Clara, Calif. 


During Mike Nolan’s first two seasons as 
coach, the 49ers waded waist-deep into the 3-4 
defense. This year, they're ready to dive into it. 

“The thing that held us back was just the 
personnel we had,” says vice president of player 
personnel Scot McCloughan. Now the 49ers 
have the players in place to play the scheme 
Nolan ran in Baltimore, where he was defensive 


oy SS 


If rookies and free-agent acquisitions come through, Lawson 
and the 49ers might strike gold with their 3-4 defense. 


, Sporting a new look on ‘D’ 


coordinator from 2002-04. 

A year ago, the 49ers drafted Manny Lawson 
with the idea he could be a 3-4 outside linebacker. 
This year, they drafted linebacker Patrick Willis 
(first round) and end Ray McDonald (third), two 
other players they believe will be good 3-4 fits. 
They also signed a pair of free agents—outside 
linebacker Tully Banta-Cain, who played in the 
Patriots’ 3-4, and former 
Ravens lineman Aubrayo 
Franklin, who will play the 
all-important nose tackle 
position. 

In Nolan’s 3-4, the ends 
are like tackles in a 4-3. 
And all three linemen are 
expected to anchor at the 
point of attack, play two gaps 
and take on double-teams. In 
the past, the 49ers struggled 
to play a 3-4 consistently 
because they had undersized 
players up front. Franklin 
(6-1, 320) and McDonald 
(6-3, 276) are big and stout. 

And with Banta-Cain 
and Willis joining in- 
cumbents Lawson and 
Brandon Moore, San Fran- 
cisco should have more 
speed and _ playmaking 
ability at linebacker. 

San Francisco will use 
4-3 schemes at times, but 
fans will mostly see a new 
look on defense. “We're 
going to be a 3-4 team,” says 
McCloughan. “There’s no 
doubt about it.” 


Rams: Earth City, Mo. 


They hope the fourth tackle’s a charm 


When it comes to searching for defensive 
tackles in the draft, the Rams’ mantra is try, try, 
try—and try again. Damione Lewis, Ryan 
Pickett and Jimmy Kennedy were taken in 
Round 1 in recent years. That's three strikes and 
out. 

Now comes Adam Carriker, the latest in the 
parade of first-round tackles. Going into camp, 
he is listed as the starting nose tackle even 
though he played end at Nebraska. 

What the Rams like most about Carriker is 
the way he uses his hands and how he plays 


with strength and leverage. They believe he 
can grow into a formidable force inside; he 
already is at 310 pounds, 14 more than what 
he weighed at the Scouting Combine in 
February. 

The Rams are expecting a lot from Carriker, 
given that he has never played the position. 
But even if he emerges from training camp as 
the starter, they'll still need help at tackle. 
La’Roi Glover, the other projected starter, is 
33, and there’s not much experience behind 
him. SN 
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Site: Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Ariz. 
Reporting date: July 27 


increase in hitting but a decrease in two-a-days. 


Strangest thing a player has brought to 
camp: A blanket. Like a personal blanket. 
Strangest eating habits: That would have to 
be me. If | put something in my body that it 
doesn’t recognize, | might have a bad day. 
Hardest worker: Besides me? I'm going 
~ to have to say Anquan Boldin. 
: All-time worst rookie singer: Leonard Pope. He’s terrible. 
You can’t understand a word he's saying. The songs he 
sings are from like 1950. 
Most notorious rule breaker: Oh, Edgerrin 
James, without a doubt. There is no rule for 
Edge. Edge does whatever he wants to do. 
Unique way to cope with the heat: You 
can either skip camp and get fined 
$12,000 a day or you can take it like 
everybody else. 


latatateteeeetatetet 
otoee fate 


ona gts 
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es 
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tell me. | haven't figured it out yet. 


ps oe 


cons Training Facility, Flowery Branch, Ga. 
Reporting date: July 25 


FASTFACT; Players are housed i in 32 swank four-bedroom MIV Cribs- 
style condos that make life more comfortable than at the average camp. 


SOPOT EERE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE TRH EHSE TER EHEREEH EEE HEHE HOSE 


I : New coach Bobby 
Petrino, fade for his prolific 
passing attacks in college, must bring 
more of that mentality to a team that 
has led the NFL in rushing for three 
straight years. The transformation 
must start with QB Michael Vick, but 
it also will require receivers to make 
catches ane big pis after the catch 

SONFIDENTI A battle 
india at ace ees where veteran 


stunts. ... 
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FASTFACT: Work hard, not long. Camp is expected to feature an 


Best way to cope with boredom: You 


TY: Coaches will need to settle 
on an offensive line fairly early in camp and 
then let that group work together. The unit 
has been in a constant state of change for 
years, and the lack of continuity has played a 
ee in Be group’ s poor performance. 


RB Edgerrin James 


dpesitt like to play much in preseason 
games, but coaches likely will want him to 


behind a fullback, which he hasn’t done for 
several years. ... The team’s weakest position 
is tight end. Starter Leonard Pope has 16 
career catches. Troy Bienemann, out of foot- 
ball in 2006, was impressive in the offseason, 
but coaches hope he doesn’t fade once the 
pads are on. ... 
camp will be to develop toughness. The Car- 
dinals were soft under Dennis Green and 
made physical and mental mistakes at crit- 
ical times. ... OLB/DE Bertrand Berry (tri- 
ceps) was held out of offseason drills. He’s 
the team’s best pass rusher, and his return to 
health is key. —Kent Somers 


PURE CAMP} with « kyman Fore 


Unique way to cope with the heat: | learned this 
from a trainer a few years ago. You know that Lamaze 
breathing that pregnant women do? Two deep 
breaths, then blow it out. It sounds crazy, but it works 
for me. 

Camp comedian: Demorrio Williams is the guy now. 
He's always coming up cracking on somebody. He’s 


always got a funny joke. 


Camp food is ... Great until after the first week. After 
the first week, it gets redundant. 

All-time worst rookie singer: The most memorable 
rookie singer was our long snapper, Boone Stutz. He 
got up and sang the Folgers crystal coffee song. Towards 
the end of it, everybody starting singing, “The best part 
of waking up is Folgers in your cup.” 


Chris Crocker and second-year thumper Jimmy Williams will compete for 
time alongside SS Lawyer Milloy. Crocker had problems in coverage last 
season; Williams is moving from cornerback. .. 
rookie RG Justin Blalock as a starter. He has good feet and is powerful against 
the run, though he will have to get used to picking up complex blitzes and 
Rookie DE Jamaal Anderson wasn’t selected eighth overall to sit on 
the sideline. How fast he comes on during camp will determine whether he 
will be an opening day starter. Steady Chauncey Davis is an option if 
Anderson struggles. —D. Orlando Ledbetter 


. You can just about pencil in 


get as much work as possible running 


One of the main goals of 
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Site: Wofford College, Spartanburg, S.C. 
Reporting date: July 27 


FASTFACT: Wofford College is the alma mater of team owner Jerry Richardson, 


who played there before joining the Baltimore Colts as a receiver. 
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PURE CAMP! with or tordan Gross 


Best prank: Last year, we weren't getting any rain days. 
One day late in camp, we all signed a petition for a 
mock rain day and handed it to coach Fox. Nothing 
happened, but we all got a big chuckle out of it. 

Laziest player: It’s got to be like a 14-way tie between all 
the offensive linemen. 

Unique off-field activity: Our group date. We always go 
out on Wednesdays for dinner and a movie. During 
training camp, that’s like a 10-day vacation. 

Most notorious rule breaker: A few years ago, Kris 
Jenkins had an accident on a golf cart where he ran 
over (Panthers director of security) Gene Brown. We're 
not supposed to be driving golf carts, and that’s why. 
Biggest suck-up: Geoff Hangartner. He’s one of the 
centers, so the coaches are always asking him questions, 
and he likes to answer them. Make sure you put his 


NA 
cARO“BANTHERS 


offensive line. 


The installation of coordinator Jeff 
Davidson’s new offense will involve major changes at 
all positions. The biggest difference will be a shift to a 
zone-blocking scheme. The offense also will have new 
wrinkles to loosen up coverage on WR Steve Smith, 
who will bei in motion more than he was in the past. 

P CONFID .: RE Mike Rucker is coming off 
an ACL i injury and 4 may not be ready for the start 
of camp. Rookie Charles Johnson and Stanley 
McClover will get reps in his absence. ... The offensive 
line will remain a work in progress during camp. If 
rookie C Ryan Kalil is ready to start, Justin Hartwig 
may shift to right guard. If Hartwig stays at center, 
Evan Mathis, Jeremy Bridges and Geoff Hangartner will 
compete for the right guard spot. ... Look for rookie 
WR Dwayne Jarrett to emerge as a starter in camp. 
Keary Colbert or Drew Carter may get some first-team 
work early on, but the team isn’t sold on either player 


name in there. He'll like that. 


G0 
cH BEARS 
Site: Olivet Nazarene University, Bourbonnais, Ill 
Reporting date: July 26 


FASTFACT: If you're coming to camp, bring your clubs. You might run into a 
oo number of al who hit the fairways when their schedule permits. 


Best prank: Olin Kreutz got Kyle Orton when he was a rookie. 
Olin got Kyle’s helmet and brought it to him and said, “Hey, can 
you sign this for me? I’ve got some family coming, and they love 
collecting this stuff. Thanks.” Kyle signed it, and then he had to 
wear it out to practice. 
Unique way to cope with the heat: The 
best thing you can do is try to get out of 


as many reps as you can. “Hey, trainer, 
can you tape my ankle again? Because it’s 
kind of loose.” 

Most memorable rookie initiation: Charles 


Tillman, when he was a rookie, ran into Big Ted, Ted Wash- 
ington. Ted made him get in a dirty clothes basket on wheels, and 
while Ted was pushing him around, he made Tillman make car 
sounds: “Make sounds! Make ’em loud!” 

Unique off-field activity: Muhsin Muhammad will get out there 
sometimes with his bow and practice shooting. 


as a starter. —Pat Yasinskas 


It’s make-or-break time for QB Rex Grossman as he enters the final year 
of his contract. The Bears need better production, and he must take a step forward at 
camp. Grossman needs to help open up the offense and hold on to the ball better. 

i The Bears said all the right things about Jamar Williams in the 
spring, but it’s unclear whether he can replace WLB Lance Briggs, a likely no- sah 
when camp opens. Briggs is miffed about being saddled with the franchise tag. . 
good as MLB Brian Urlacher is, T Tommie Harris is perhaps the most valuable ia 
on defense. Harris is being counted on in a big way, especially with T Tank Johnson 
gone for good. At camp, Harris will need to find a comfort zone with the new tackle— 
likely Dusty DvoracekK—next to him. ... If Grossman is more consistent, WR Bernard 
Berrian could break out in a big way. Berrian has the speed to run by most defenders 
and the talent to put up Pro Bowl numbers. The Bears hope converted WR Devin 
Hester and rookie TE Greg Olsen reduce defensive attention on Berrian. —Brad Biggs 


Grossman 


Strangest thing a player has brought to 

camp: I don’t know why guys bring motor- 

cycles because we're in meetings and prac- 

tice all day, every day. And when you do 

have free time, all you want to do is sleep— 

not ride a motorcycle. 

Coaches’ favorite whipping boy: This is 

Wade’s first season. I’m sure he'll find someone. But Wade is only 


going to be so mean. 


Laziest player: That would be any of the offensive linemen. They’re 
always trying to get out of doing something. 

All-time worst rookie singer: Bobby Carpenter, hands down. He has 
the worst voice you've ever heard. 

Absolutely terrible. It was so bad in Oxnard that I 
bought a crockpot and started cooking for myself and a few of the 
guys. I would slow-cook some chicken or make some gumbo. I am 
from Louisiana, so I know how to cook. 


Camp food is ... 


S 
pA“ QOWBOYS 


Site: Alamodome, San Antonio 

Reporting date: July 24 

FASTFACT: Dallas, which is moving from Oxnard, Calif., to San 
Antonio, is the only team conducting its training camp in a dome. 
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back. ... 
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Site: 
Reporting date: July 25 


FASTFACT: Camp is open—in limited fashion—only to season-ticket 


Detroit Lions Training Facility, Allen Park, Mich. 


holders. That upsets other fans given the region’s tough economy. 


COOH O ARE THHE HEHE RECHT OREO DHHS HEHE HEE TEP O EEE TENSE EETSHEEEES 


Alama-Francis 
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TOP PRIORITY: The defense is going into its second season 
using the cover 2, and the Lions must show greater inten- 
sity and a higher comfort level with the one-gap system. 
The team is going to score points, but it won’t win many 
games unless it stops offenses. 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: The 9-on-7 camp drills will be 
interesting because a strong interior defensive line will test 
an offensive line that has new starting guards—Stephen 
Peterman on the right side and Edwin Mulitalo on the left. 
The power running game must improve, and the team 
will get an early indication of whether that’s going to 
happen. ... The team won't rush back RB Kevin Jones, but 
he is ahead of schedule after having foot surgery. If Jones 
has a setback, newcomer Tatum Bell will be a solid fill-in. 
.. The Lions traded up in the second round twice to get 
DE Ikaika Alama-Francis and S Gerald Alexander. The 
defense is desperate for playmaking help, so both players 
will be counted on immediately. —Tom Kowalski 


Barber is better than 
your average backup 
running back. 


TOP PRIORITY: New coach 
Wade Phillips’ 3-4 defense 
doesn’t work without quality 
pass rushers at both outside 
linebacker spots. DeMarcus 
Ware is terrific, but it will be 
critical to get veteran Greg Ellis 
and first-round pick Anthony 
Spencer integrated into the 
defense quickly. Ellis is coming 
off a torn Achilles’ 

CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: Phillips’ 


version of the 3-4 is more aggressive and complicated than former coach Bill 
Parcells’ scheme. This defense will get penalized more for mental mistakes 
because it will rely more on movement. ... 
Julius Jones in every statistical category that matters last season and should 
get a shot at Jones’ starting job. But the Cowboys might prefer to keep Jones 
as the starter because Barber is so good as a third-down and short-yardage 
The quicker free-agent signee Ken Hamlin makes the transition to 
free safety, the better it will make SS Roy Williams. Phillips wants Williams 
positioned near the line and not so involved in coverage. Hamlin will be 
responsible for getting everyone lined up. —Jean-Jacques Taylor 


RB Marion Barber topped starter 


PURE CAMP with € Dominic Raiol 


Strangest thing a player has 
brought to camp: I don't 
know about camp, but Ernie 
Sims once brought his snake 
to the locker room. It was a 
big yellow boa constrictor. 
Strangest eating habits: Roy Williams. He has his own 
syrup and his own Cap’n Crunch in his locker. And he has 
them make his own pancakes in the morning because 
that’s his deal—pancakes. 

Coaches’ favorite whipping boy: The rookies. It doesn’t 
matter which one. 

All-time worst rookie singer: I tried to sing Don Ho’s “Tiny 
Bubbles.” It didn’t work out too well. First, I couldn’t hit 
the notes, and second, I couldn’t remember the words. 
And it’s an easy song. 

Best way to cope with boredom: I’m always waking people 
up because I can’t rest during the day. And if I can’t rest, I 
don’t want anybody else resting. That’s why I bring the 
bullhorn out. 
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ont NBACKERS 


Site: St. Norbert College, De Pere, Wis. 

Reporting date: July 27 
FASTFACT: For the first time in memory, the players will get a break from on-field 
work the day after they have two practices in one day. 


FOO Pees eeesseeaeeeresen 


Coaches’ favorite whipping boy: I’d say it’s Ty Knott, the quality control 
guy. He’s kind of the “do”-guy, the yes man. He has to make sure all the 
meeting rooms have pens in them. 

Best way to cope with boredom: Ask the coaches 
not to have so many meetings. It’s like they 
think if we weren’t meeting we wouldn’t know 
what to do with ourselves. 


Camp comedian: In the past, it was Grey 
Ruegamer. He used to show up with this beach 
cruiser bike that looked like the one in the Pee- 
wee Herman movie. He'd ride it from the dorms 
to practice. Here’s this big 310-pound guy riding 
a beach cruiser. He looked like a giant dork. 
Biggest suck-up: It has to be Tyson Walter. All through OTAs he’s 
shown up for meetings with Starbucks coffee for (offensive line) coach 
(James) Campen and (assistant line) coach (Jerry) Fontenot. 


soTA 


Reporting date: July 25 


MORENCY: JAY DROWNS / SN: UDEZE: NFL PHOTOS 


glued the locks on bikes last year. 


I like that one. 


FASTFACT: This will be the Vikings’ 42nd year in Mankato but their 
first on new fields sodded by the world-renowned George Toma. 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: Darrion Scott brought 
four phones to camp. I guess he’s got a lot of people to talk to. 
Strangest eating habits: Once again, Darrion Scott. He always asks 
people if something he wants to eat is good or bad for him, even 
when he knows it’s bad, and waits for someone to tell him it’s good. 
Best prank: Probably the defensive line. We got Super Glue and 


Hardest worker: Me. I'd have to toot my own horn on that. 
Most memorable rookie initiation: Shaving off people’s 
eyebrows. Even though mine grew back, I’m still 

against it. You shouldn't do that to anybody. 
Unique way to cope with the heat: Pat 
Williams always waters down his belly. 


Camp comedian: Pat Williams. People 
laugh at what he says even if they 
don’t understand him. 


'; The coaches have to balance preparing the team for the 
season and giving their young players the chance to improve. This team is 
relying heavily on its past three drafts, and there are many players with lim- 
ited experience who need a chance to develop. 


.: The biggest battle in camp will be at running back. 
Vernand Morency is penciled; in as the starter because he was the backup last 
year, but that means nothing. The club won't hesitate to give rookie 
Brandon Jackson the job. He has a good feel for the club’s zone-blocking 
system and can shift gears in a hurry. Rookie DeShawn Wynn has a shot, too. 

.. Rookie WR James Jones has a big body and strong hands and could be 
a very effective short-yardage receiver, similar to what Sterling Sharpe was 
early in his career. ... The combination of MLB Nick Barnett and WLB A.J. 
Hawk has to become the cornerstone of the defense. Barnett must clean up 
his tackling, and Hawk must play more instinctively. —Tom Silverstein 


NIN IKINGS 


Site: Minnesota State University, Mankato, Minn. 


The team has to find a successor 
to QB Brad Johnson. Tarvaris Jackson, a raw 
second-year player, is the favorite, but coach 
Brad Childress will make him compete with 
Brooks Bollinger. Jackson has a strong arm and 
mobility—but also a lot to learn. Bollinger is 
competent but better suited for spot duty. 

New TE Visanthe 
Shaancoe will have to perform better than he did 
in offseason workouts. Shiancoe dropped too 
many passes and seemed uncertain in his routes 
while learning a new offense. ... How will 
rookie RB Adrian Peterson’s collarbone hold up? 
That will be an issue because he hasn’t taken a 
real hit since reinjuring the bone in last Jan- 
uary’s Fiesta Bowl. The team is counting on 
Peterson to add explosiveness. ... E.J. Henderson 
returns to middle linebacker after two successful 
years on the weak side—a move necessitated by 
the departure of Napoleon Harris. Coaches 
believe Henderson will be a more natural fit in 
the middle even though he struggled there 
earlier in his career. —Kevin Seifert 
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Site: Millsaps College, Jackson, Miss. 
Reporting date: July 25 


PURE CAMP? wits ne Deuce meatister 


He didn’t have a baby sitter. 


about it. 
Laziest player: I'd probably qualify as one of those guys. 


they lose the armpits, eyebrows, everything. 


about what bars they’re going to go to. They talk 
about actual nightlife during camp. That doesn’t 

, ae a lot for the rest of us. 

Unique way to cope with the heat: 

When we went to the water park 

last year (coach Sean Payton 


ORK 
NEW GIANTS 


Site: University at Albany, Albany, N.Y. 
Reporting date: July 27 


FASTFACT: The team may train only two more years 
in Albany. In 2010, it hopes to start using a new 
Meadowlands facility for training camp. 
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TOP PRIORITY: The No. 1 objective will be to prepare 
Brandon Jacobs for the No. 1 running back role. The 
Giants must get Jacobs in good enough shape to be an 
every-down back, and they need to alter their running 
game to suit his strengths. 

CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: Watching LT David Diehl line 
up against RE Osi Umenyiora will be a lot of fun. Diehl 
will benefit from the challenge because he needs to get 
used to facing an opponent's top pass rusher on every 
play. ... The players love new coordinator Steve 
Spagnuolo’s attack-style 4-3 defense, but will it work? 
The scheme calls for more man-to-man coverage, but 
there are questions about whether CBs Sam Madison 
and Corey Webster can keep up with top receivers. The 
Giants’ impressive receiving unit will test them during 
the summer. ... QB Eli Manning looked awful at times during minicamp, partly 
because new quarterbacks coach Chris Palmer changed his mechanics and new 
coordinator Kevin Gilbride tweaked the offense. Too many bad days this summer, 
though, could be a sign of more in-season ups and downs. —Ralph Vacchiano 


The Giants expect to keep right on 
running with Jacobs as their starter. 
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FASTFACT: To get around Millsaps last year, players bought electric 
scooters. It was quite a sight—them zipping around campus. 
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Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: A guy had to bring his son to camp. 
Best prank: Any time you hide the rookies’ stuff and they have to wear the 
whirlpool shorts. Throw them in the ice chest or somewhere. They get all panicky 
Most memorable rookie initiation: Any time their hair gets cut off. If they fight it, 


Unique off-field activity: I think the kickers and the punters. They’re talking 


surprised the team and canceled practice). 


PURE CAMP) wits chris snee 


TOP PRIORITY: With 21 starters back from a 
team that played in the NFC championship 
game, the Saints look good. But the players need 
to use camp to establish a strong work ethic and 
show they are hungry. Young teams often take a 
step back after an unexpected year of success. 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: With Joe Horn gone, 
wide receiver is the position carrying the 
most intrigue. Marques Colston needs to 
build on his excellent rookie season by 
showing he’s the go-to guy in camp. 
Devery Henderson has the early edge on 
the other starting job. ... Veteran 
CBs Fred Thomas and Jason Craft looked 
energized during the offseason but will 
have to hold off free-agent pickup Jason 
David and rookie Usama Young. David 
brings youth and speed, but he is under- 
sized and will have to prove he can make 
the switch to a system that relies on man- 
to-man coverage. ... The team will look 
to diversify an already dynamic offense 
by working in new TE Eric Johnson. He 
can make plays over the middle but is 
injury-prone. —Mike Triplett 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: Prob- 
ably this big teddy bear that Rich Seubert brings. I 
don’t know where he gets it from. It’s in his bed at 
night. I never ask. 
Strangest eating habits: Grey Ruegamer, for a 
lineman, eats probably the healthiest. He brings his 
own stuff, like whole-grain pasta. Meanwhile, we're 
making salami sandwiches and eating cheeseburgers. 
Best prank: Dye in the gloves. You can’t see it unless 
you lick your finger and stick it 
in your gloves. But you're not 
thinking about doing that. 
All-time worst rookie singer: I 
can tell you I was awful. I did 
the Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
theme song. 
Camp comedian: I don’t want 
to give him this title, but the guy 
that makes me laugh the most has got to be Rich 
Seubert. He’s miserable now (in minicamp). Picture 
him in camp—he’s like a grumpy old troll. 
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pHILADE EAGLES 


Site: Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa. 
Reporting date; Rookies July 27 Veterans July 30 


FASTFACT: Early in camp, coaches push hard during a period players 
call “Three Days of Hell.” It's the only time the Eagles really hit. 


aOeneunusnenne 
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TOP PRIORITY: he defensive line needs to regroup after not living 
up to its hype, expectations or paychecks last season. The team is 
hoping for a healthy Jevon Kearse and a bounce-back year from 
Darren Howard. It needs to see something in camp from 2006 
first-rounder Brodrick Bunkley. 

CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: SLB Chris Gocong, who spent his rookie year 
on injured reserve (neck), will be given every chance to 
win a starting job. Gocong is smart and has worked 


PURE URE CAMP with LB Jeremiah Trotter 


Strangest eating habits: Brian Dawkins. None of the dif. 
ferent kinds of food can touch. I always 
tell him it’s all going to the same 
place—what’s the difference? 

Best prank: We're not really 
pranksters. But one thing we do is we 
send the rookies to get snacks. And 
we send them right before a meeting. 
We get snacks for the meeting, and they get there late. 
Hardest worker: Everyone pretty much works hard, but I’d 
say Reggie Brown. You watch him in warmups and you 
think, man, that’s like a whole workout right there. 

Most notorious rule breaker: It was Mike Labinjo, without 
a doubt. That’s why he’s not here anymore. 

Unique way to cope with the heat: Pickle juice. 

Most senseless activity: To me, camp itself is kind of sense- 
less. I really think we could do without it. 
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Site: Rams Park, Earth City, Mo. 
Reporting date: July 26 


FASTFACT: Staying home is about convenience for this 
team. At practices, there’s even a seating area for 
players’ families. 
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TOP PRIORITY: The No. 1 question is whether the 
team did enough to strengthen its porous defense. 
Coordinator Jim Haslett will tweak his scheme 
to make the best use of his personnel, but this 
undersized unit must develop confidence and learn 
to play with attitude. 

CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: Primarily an end at Nebraska, 
rookie Adam Carriker must prove he can make an 
immediate impact inside. Carriker has bulked up to 
310 pounds and seems to haye the strength and atti- 
tude to grind it out in the middle. ... C Andy 
McCollum has made an impressive recovery from 
major knee surgery. He will try to reclaim his starting 
position from Brett Romberg in what shapes up as 
the biggest battle of camp. ... 


diligently in the offseason. ... All eyes 
will be on QB Donovan McNabb early 
in camp. McNabb, rehabbing a torn 
ACL, surprised teammates by par- 
ticipating in the last week of off- 
season practices. Coach Andy Reid 
says McNabb is on schedule and 
expects him to be ready when 
camp opens ... When McNabb 
went down, coordinator Marty 
Mornhinweg took over the 
play-calling and the team became 
more run-oriented. That balance helped the 
Eagles win their last five games. Now with 
McNabb back, Reid might be tempted to load 


“~\_ up on the pass again. He and Mornhinweg 


need to smooth that out. —Mark Eckel 


McNabb and the Eagles need a good 
balance of running and passing. 


Strangest eating habits: Any lineman. I mean, 
you'll see these guys cramping up, and then they 
go into the training room and eat some bad stuff. 
Whatever they eat, you don’t want to eat. 

Unique off-field activity: We went to a water 
park—and we thought we had the day off. We 
were running around, jumping on the slides, 
racing down the slides. Then we found out we had 
to practice that evening. 

Something, anything, you like about camp: The 
hitting. Hitting the rookies, actually. Welcome to 
the NFL. 

Best way to cope with boredom: Sleep. The 
shorter naps are better. 

Unique way to cope with the heat: Some of the 
linemen, they get down to wearing close to 
nothing in practice. They lift up their shirts with 
their bellies hanging out. It only grosses you out 
when you have to face them head-on because 
they're just slipping all over the place. 


About the only thing the offense didn’t do well a year 


ago was score consistently in the red zone. That figures to change with the addition of 
6-5 WR Drew Bennett and 6-3 TE Randy McMichael, both of whom can work the 
middle of the field. This summer, the team will need to figure out how to incorporate 
them while keeping the other playmakers happy. —Jim Thomas 
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Site: San Francisco 49ers Complex, Santa Clara, Calif. 
Reporting date: July 28 


TOP PRIORITY: The team must mesh new players, a new scheme and a 
new coordinator (Greg Manusky) on defense. The team gave up the 


most points in the league last season. 


FASTFACT: After leaving home for 22 camps, the 49ers in 2003 decided to start 
holding camp at their eee They haven't had a winning season since. 
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Best way to cope with boredom: Bring a musical 
instrument to camp. I bring my bass guitar. 
Camp comedian: Ronald Fields. He has a great 
sense of humor, is quick-witted and just enjoys 
life. He has something on everybody. 

Biggest suck-up: I’m not going to say someone 
by name, but it’s anyone who wants the ball— 
any receiver, running back or tight end. 

Unique off-field activity: When we had camp in 
Rocklin, we used to have a fishing derby. I 
always looked forward to that, and nothing has miatthed it 
since, It was a lot of fun—and that’s no fish story. 

Most senseless activity: We used to do these up-down drills 
and roll and bounce back up and chase the ball. It was kind 
of senseless because very seldom do you get tossed around, 
roll on the ground, get up and run to the ball. At some point 
you just say, “Hey, that’s not for this level.” 


E 
seal SEAHAWKS 


Site: Seahawks Kirkland Headquarters, Kirkland, Wash. 
Reporting date: Rookies July 26 Veterans July 28 


FASTFACT; The Seahawks are coming home. Actually, they're staying home. For 
the first time since 1996, the team will hold training camp at its headquarters. 


eeeeeee 


Strangest thing a player has brought to camp: 
Last year, Chris Gray brought this freakin’ thing 
that made weird animal noises. Guys would be 
sleeping, and he would go through the hallway 
scaring them. 
Best prank: Somebody had a Chucky doll last 
year, and they would put it in the bathroom. 
Biggest suck-up: Matt Hasselbeck. 
He’s the quarterback. I don’t need to say any more. 
Most senseless activity: The chute drill. We’ve 
been doing it for so long, we just do it— 
> even if it is senseless. I'd rather push a 
% truck. (The chute is a metal frame. 
Linemen get in their stances, fire 
out and have to stay low for 3 
yards before exiting the chute.) 


Wes 


CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: After missing minicamp and organized team 
activities because of injuries, new WRs Ashley Lelie (thigh) and Darrell 
Jackson (toe) will need training camp to establish themselves in the 
offense and build a appere with QB Alex Smith. TE Vernon Davis also 


will figure prominently in the 
passing game, and he'll get a lot of 
work in camp to develop into that 
role. ... RT Kwame Harris and 
RG Justin Smiley face stiff competi- 
tion to keep their jobs. Rookie T Joe 
Staley is quick and strong. He has 
the athleticism to stay with the 
speed rushers who have given Harris 
trouble. G David Baas (6-4, 319) is 
bigger and faster than Smiley (6-3, 
301). ... Nate Clements is the 49ers’ 
first shutdown corner since the mid- 
1990s. He'll work on blitzes as well 
as on preparing to cover opponents’ 
best receivers. —Dennis Georgatos 


Harris needs to keep the QB on his 
feet to hang on to a starting job. 


TOP PRIORITY: The Seahawks need to get their 
offense in order. The right side of the line is an 
open competition, RB Shaun Alexander will turn 
30 in August, FB Mack Strong is 36, QB Matt 
Hasselbeck is coming off an injury-plagued 
season, and WR Darrell Jackson and TE Jerramy 
Stevens are gone. 

CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: Hasselbeck is at his best 
when everything around him is functioning effi- 
ciently. That was not the case last season. The 
team is counting on the reworked line to be 
better than it was in 2006, when Hasselbeck was 
sacked 34 times in 12 games. ... The Seahawks 
need more—a lot more—from WR Deion 
Branch. He has moved to the flanker spot that 
opened when Jackson was traded to the 49ers 
during the draft. Branch, who has never had a 
1,000-yard receiving season, needs to put up 
Jackson-type numbers. ... With Kelly Herndon 
released, CB Kelly Jennings is the starter on the 
right side, opposite Marcus Trufant. Jennings 
must be more consistent and make more plays 
than he did as a rookie. —Clare Farnsworth 
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7] Site: Disney's Wide World of Sports, Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 
7} Reporting date: July26 0 

FASTFACT: The Bucs stop every practice for a 10-minute break inside 
the “cool-down trailer’—two connected double-wide trailers that have 
cranked-up A.C. and big fans. 
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Best prank: Mike Alstott asked Chris Colmer to get him a 
Gatorade once, and the kid drew him a map to where the refrig- 
erator was. So Mike and Dave Moore go out and take the wheels 
off his car, put the car up on blocks, draw a map to where the 
wheels are and leave it on the windshield of his car. The best I’ve 
ever seen. 

Most notorious rule breaker: Simeon Rice, hands down. 
Simeon’s just got his own set of rules, and that’s what he follows. 
Camp comedian: Mike Alstott. Right before curfew, he'll go 
around the training table and try to get a 
quick wrestling session going. If you're not 
paying attention, he'll put you in a full nelson. 
Best thing about holding camp at Disney 
World: My family can come down and go to 
Disney World and Epcot and enjoy them- 
selves while I sweat and work. 


nGTON 
WASH REDSKINS 


Site: Redskins Park, Ashburn, Va. 

Reporting date: July 27 

FASTFACT: Joe Gibbs’ record when holding camp in Carlisle, Pa.: 124-60, 
three Super Bowl titles. At Redskins Park: 21-27, zero Super Bowls. 
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TOP PRIORITY: The Bucs must develop a 
potent running attack and the confidence 
to use it regularly. If they fail to do both, 
the addition of starting QB Jeff Garcia 
won't mean a thing. 

CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: The team must 
quickly settle on a starting offensive line. 
That will allow the unit to jell in front of 
Garcia, whose talents will require the 
linemen to be a lot more mobile than in 
the past. ... The battle for the No. 2 
receiver job behind Joey Galloway figures 
to be fascinating. Michael Clayton and 
David Boston are fighting for their NFL 
lives, and Maurice Stovall must prove he 
can be the kind of big-play threat he was 
in college and late last season. ... Some- 
thing else to watch is whether Garcia has 
the arm strength to get the ball deep to 
Galloway. If he doesn’t, the Bucs’ best 
wideout will become a nonfactor and the 
offense will struggle. ... RE Simeon Rice 
(shoulder) must come back healthy. He’s 
the key to pressuring the quarterback, 
First-round pick Gaines Adams doesn’t 
seem ready yet. —Roy Cummings 


Strangest eating habits: That’s got to be Randy Thomas. 
It’s not necessarily strange—it’s that he eats the most. Even 
on the hottest days, nothing puts him down. Sometimes I 
wonder how he does that. I don’t know where he puts it all 


without putting on weight. He’s in great shape. 


TOP PRIORITY: The team is relying on an 
upgraded back seven to improve a defensive 
unit that suffered a precipitous decline last 
season. Rookie LaRon Landry must quickly dis- 
play he is ready to take over at strong safety, 
and Sean Taylor must show he has matured and 
is willing to do more than go for big hits. 
CAMP CONFIDENTIAL: QB Jason Campbell had 
an impressive offseason in which he all but 
lived at the team facility. Now, he must show 
he can be cool and calm—and throw accurate 
passes—through the dog days of camp. 
Chances are he will do that. He’s confident 
without being overbearing. ... WR Brandon 
Lloyd was supposed to elevate the passing game a year ago but instead had 
a deflating effect. Lloyd professes to have a new attitude—and he'll need to 
prove it constantly. ... Defensive coordinator Gregg Williams has been 
talking up the improved play of OLB Rocky McIntosh. McIntosh’s per- 
formance in coverage will be pivotal because the team wants to move 
OLB Marcus Washington to end on passing downs. —Paul Woody 


Campbell 


job. 
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Most notorious rule breaker: 
C.P., Clinton Portis. He does 
whatever C.P. wants to do. 

Biggest suck-up: I’d have to say 
our special teams coach, Danny 
Smith. I think he wants Joe’s 


Camp food is ... Awful. Every- 

thing is cooked the same way. 

Best way to cope with boredom: 

Only two ways: sleep or mess 

around by playing jokes or trying to create some fun. 
Camp comedian: Ethan Albright, our long snapper, 
because he has the most time on his hands. Those guys 
have time to search the Internet, so there’s always some- 
thing he can dig up on somebody. 
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Even if more surgery is needed, the Big Unit is not thinking about retirement. 


Johnson’s back is hurting, 
but his resolve isn’t 


By Stan McNeal 
smcneal @ sportingnews.com 


hen a bad back again forced Randy 

Johnson to the disabled list, his 

chances of winning 300 games 

| became as likely as finding a happy 

Yankees fan in the Bronx these days. 

Only 16 wins to go, but his time 
is running out. 

Johnson started the season on 


if he had not been 


The Diamondbacks are hoping a few weeks’ 
rest and rehab will spare Johnson from surgery, 
but they are well aware of the uncertainty. After 
finding out last month he had reinjured the 
same disk that had been fixed, he lasted only 
three innings in a June 28 outing against the 
Dodgers. 

With the Yankees last season, Johnson 
pitched through back-related 
pain, which he describes as 


the D.L. after offseason back sur- 
gery. He made his first start in 


so good, the thought 


pitching with a knife stuck in 
the hamstring of his landing 


leg—a result of a sciatic nerve 


late April and made eight more Of enduring another gone haywire because of the 
starts before returning to the damaged disk. Pleasant, huh? 
D.L. in mid-June. He came back SUFEEFY, another Johnson struggled to a career- 
in late June, made one start and worst 5.00 ERA in 2006 but still 
was disabled again. The reason: a rehab and another made 33 starts, won 17 games 
herniated disk—the same herni- and worked 205 innings. 

ated disk that Johnson had sur- comeback would be After the Diamondbacks cut 
gically repaired last fall. The about as appealing ties with franchise icon Luis 


same herniated disk that might 
require surgery for the third 


as a return to the 


Gonzalez last year, they were in 
need of positive P.R. So they 


time in his career if he wants to 


keep pitching. Yankees. 
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traded pitcher Luis Vizcaino and 
three minor leaguers and made 


Aging gracefully 


Nine pitchers 40 and older 
have made at least 10 starts 
this season—and they were 
holding their own at the 
break with a combined 52- 


53 record. 
Ranked in order of overall 
effectiveness: 
Age W-L ERA 
, Padres 41 7-6 4.19 


The wily vet realized that pitching at Petco Park—in 
front of the game’s best bullpen—would make 
working near home even more fun. 


Tom Glavine, Mets 41 7-6 4.36 
Though he still has his good nights, his command 
hasn't been as consistent as it was in 2006. He 
still needs three more wins to reach 300. 


Jamie Moyer, Phillies 44 7-7 4.43 
His fastball rarely reaches 85, but he still managed 
to work six innings or more in all but three of his 
first 18 starts. 


Tim Wakefield, Red Sox 40 9-8 4.39 
His knuckleball has worked well enough to allow 
him to earn a decision in each of his first 17 starts. 


David Wells, Padres 44 4-5 4.31 
He struggled early, but he has allowed four runs 
only once in his past 10 outings. 

Orlando Hernandez, Mets 41 4-4 3.22 
His ERA aside, the Mets would like another starter 
because of his inconsistency. 


Curt Schilling, Red Sox 40 6-4 4.20 
He has been good enough to come within one out 
of a no-hitter, but Boston was wise not to give him 
a contract extension. 


Randy Johnson, D-backs 43 4-3 3.81 
His return could be soon ... or could be next season. 


Woody Williams, Astros 40 4-10 5.34 
His pedestrian fastball makes his two-year deal 
look like money not well spent. 


a two-year, $24 million commitment to bring 
back Johnson, one of the franchise’s biggest 
heroes. That’s some serious cash for a 43-year- 
old coming off back surgery. Such, however, is 
the challenge of finding starting pitching. Ask 
the Giants about Barry Zito, the Dodgers about 
Jason Schmidt or the Blue Jays about A.J. Bur- 
nett. Johnson’s back looked fine in his physical 
exam, and his long left arm was pristine. 

Until his latest setback, Johnson had made 
the D-backs look shrewd. He was pitching like 
the Unit of old, not an old Unit. His fastball was 
reaching 97 mph, and he was regularly in the 
92-95 range. In one stretch, he won four of five 
starts, with a 1.52 ERA and 42 strikeouts in 2974 
innings. His manager, former backup catcher 
Bob Melvin, was raving about Johnson. “He 
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speedreads | 


Watch out for the Royals. Really. With a solid 
bullpen and an improving lineup, watch them 
make a run at .500—or at least pass the 
White Sox. 
Wouldn’t 756 make a nice present for Barry's 
43rd birthday on July 24? I'm not talking 
about just Bonds, either. Most of us will be 
glad when this quest is over. 

niella isn’t winning popularity contests 
with his fae But with the Cubs on a 12-4 
run heading into the break, | don’t think he 
cares, 


looked every bit as strong—and as intimi- 
dating—as ever,’ Melvin says. “He wasn’t 
pitching eight or nine innings like he used to, 
but he was giving us six dominant innings.” 

This success actually may have complicated 
Johnson’s future. If he had not been so good, the 
thought of enduring another surgery, another 
rehab and another comeback would be about as 
appealing as a return to the Yankees. But the 
confidence gained from knowing he still can 
make hitters look silly could drive him even 
more to return. 

Best-case scenario: A couple of weeks of rest 
will calm the area enough to allow Johnson to 
pitch freely and without great pain the 
remainder of the season. That’s possible, but so 
is the chance for a 72-degree afternoon in the 
desert this time of year. 

Worst-case scenario: Another surgery will end 
his season and leave him with another winter of 
rehab and doubt. 

Give Johnson props for determination. From 
all indications, he’s prepared to take on the 
worst case. He says retirement “is not even a part 
of the conversation.” He wants 300. He wants to 
earn his salary. He wants to help Arizona enjoy 
October baseball again. 

He wants to do the only real job he has ever 
known. I hope he'll be able to, but I know that 
road to 300 is looking about as long as a trip 
from New York to Phoenix on foot, with a bad 
back. SN 


One scout’s take on Astros CF Hunter Pence, 
who remains the N.L. rookie of the year 
favorite: “He’s (Arizona’s) Eric Byrnes with 
more ability.” As gangly as he is energetic, 
Pence plays with so much enthusiasm that 
Craig Biggio, 41, says he feels younger being 
around him. » A scout says he has never 
seen Braves CF Andruw Jones, hitting .211 at 
the break, swinging as hard as he is this 
season. “Violent,” the scout says. Jones is on 
pace to far surpass his career high of 145 
strikeouts. > Even if N.L. All-Star team 
skipper Tony La Russa had gone with a third 
shortstop for his roster instead of CF Aaron 
Rowand, the Cardinals’ manager says he 
would have taken Atlanta’s Edgar Renterla 
over Philadelphia’s Jimmy Rollins because 
Renteria finished ahead of Rollins in 
the players’ voting. The players voted in 
Giants LF Barry Bonds, too, though 
as the sixth outfielder, 
not a starter. » Indians 
RHP Rafael Betancourt is 
a marked man. He has 
made the unenviable list 
of those who take too 
much time between 
pitches and twice was 
called for the violation in 
a recent outing—resulting 
in called balls. * Giants 
megacontract man Barry 


Brewers 3B 


Braun is 
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made his debut in late May, has 
emerged as an N.L. rookie of the 
year candidate. One scout says 
better than Mets 
3B David Wright was at the same 
stage. “(Braun) really knows how 
to hit a breaking ball for a young 
hitter,” the scout says. Braun, hit- 
ting in the 3-hole ahead of Prince 
Fielder, has 32 RBIs in 40 games. day;” Manuel said. 


Zito, whose increased walks totals can be 
attributed to a lack of confidence in his fast- 
ball, turned in a disappointing 4.90 ERA at 
the break. But his mediocrity should not be 
that surprising. He had a high ERA at the 
same point (18 starts) twice before—in 2004 
(4.62) and 2001 (4.75). Bruce Bochy says 
trying to pitch up to the contract is affecting 
his lefthander. > Cardinals RHP Troy 
Percival, who picked up wins in the first two 
games of his comeback and was touching 
94 mph with his fastball, says giving pitching 
lessons to youngsters while home in Cali- 
fornia proved helpful. Percival says by 
showing others a proper release point, he was 
able to maintain his. He says his arm feels fine 
and that his workload limitations are no dif- 
ferent than any other Cardinals reliever’s. 

Charlie Manuel told reporters that umpire 
Lance Barksdale apologized for blowing a call 
that cost the Phillies a 
victory against the 
Astros. The Phillies’ 
manager, who was 
ejected by Barksdale after 
the ump called Carlos 
Lee safe on a potential 
game-ending double 
play, is not one to hold a 
grudge. “I told him, ‘Even 
I made a mistake one 


sraun, who 


‘Rah-rah won't make the pitchers better 
or the hitters less prone to strikeouts. 


Devil Rays management is putting a happy face on a sad situation—and Tom Gatto minces no 
words about the spin-doctoring. Now get in his face at sportingnews.com. 
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BASEBALL 


It's hard to imagine 
a count more 
important than 0-0 
... Unless it’s 0-2, 
or maybe 1-1, or... 
By Ryan Fagan 


he first-pitch strike is a thing of 
beauty. 

Pitchers set the tone with 
first-pitch strikes. Batters often 
swing from the heels. Excite- 

ment ensues. But is that the most 
important pitch of an at-bat? It’s easy to 
make a case for the 0-0 count, but what 
do those in the know think? 

“Every count is the most important,” 
Diamondbacks second baseman Orlando 
Hudson says. “You've got to try to finda 
way to get on base. It doesn’t matter if 
you get a hit on the first pitch or the 
fifth pitch. Every count matters.” 

OK, sure. Technically, every count 
does matter. The pitch with the most 
potential to change a game always is the 
next one. But really, when it gets down 
to brass tacks, aren’t some counts more 
important than others? Depends on 
whom you ask. 


56 . SPORTING NEWS . 7/16/07 


The CRUCIAL pitch 


“It gets the AB started. Either you go ahead or you fall behind. Simple as that.” 
—Jonathan Papelbon, RHP, Red Sox 


“In my opinion, no doubt it’s 0-0. Getting ahead is the key to the whole at-bat. If you 
fall behind, they know you've got to bring it back over the plate. If you start out ahead, 
you can nibble around the corners and do more things, get them to chase a little more.” 
—Brandon Webb, RHP, Diamondbacks 


“T think the toughest count in baseball is 0-2, and 3-2 is pretty tough, too. 0-2 
leaves it open for the pitcher to do whatever he wants to do. As a hitter, you’re on 
the defensive. You've just got to put the ball in play and make contact.” 

—Jarrod Saltalamacchia, C, Braves 


“With two strikes, you're kind of at the mercy of the pitcher. You can try and sell 
out to one part of the plate and hope they throw it there, but with two strikes, it’s 
hard to cover the whole plate.” —Chad Tracy, 3B, Diamondbacks 


“One of the hardest counts to pitch out of is the 1-1 count. You miss that pitch and 
youre behind, but you get a strike right there and you put the pressure on the offen- 
sive team. That's part of the focus of three pitches or less—controlling the count.” 

—Mike Butcher, Angels pitching coach 


“J think 1-1 is a very important count. As a hitter, you feel that if an umpire gives 

a guy a pitch on 1-1 instead of 2-1, youre 1-2 and that’s an action count for 

pitchers. They’re trying to get to that 2-strike count. And I think it tells a lot about 
how the pitcher wants to pitch you, in that 1-1 count.” 

—Dave Magadan, Red Sox hitting coach 


“Just because of the sole fact that I think if you get in a 2-2 count you swing right 
back into where the pitcher wants you. And if you get to a 3-1 count, you really get to 
where you've got the pitcher where you want him. You can do a lot of stuff with that 
because even at 3-2 the pitcher’s still got that pressure to throw a strike. It might be a 
curveball or slider or whatever, but he’s still got to come across the middle of the plate. 
I think the 2-1 is key because if he falls behind 3-1, it’s going to be tough for him.” 


—Jeff Francoeur, RF, Braves 
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Fantasy Source 


If you're an owner who took an All-Star 
break, don’t worry—your season isn't 
lost. But now there's work to do. 


No rest for 
the leery 


By Chris Bahr 


cbahr@sportingnews.com 


e hope you enjoyed the All-Star break and the 
rest it provided. Ideally, you spent the free time 
prepping for the second half and studying your 
roster’s strengths and weaknesses. As a fantasy 
owner myself, I know that’s akin to expecting 
college students to spend their spring breaks studying 
something other than anatomy. 

But it’s not too late. Just run through this quick checklist 
as you prepare for the final 2'2 months of the fantasy 
season: 

@ If your league has an innings-pitched limit, investigate 
where you stand. If you're projected to finish way over, it’s 
time to start dealing some arms. If youre going to be way 
under the limit, take steps to ensure you don’t fall way 
behind the pace and miss out on strikeouts, saves and wins. 

@ Check your overall standings in Roto leagues and your 
overall production by position in points leagues. Find out 
where you can make up ground in your 5x5 format—and 
where you can deal from strength. If you're getting subpar 
production from the corner infield spots of your points 
roster, stop sitting on your hands. 

Identify the apathetic owners in your league. It’s 
inevitable that several will surrender by the mid- 
point. They’re too far behind, they’ve lost 
interest and/or they're already planning for 
fantasy football. Take advantage by sending them 
a trade offer or two and becoming even more diligent on 
the waiver wire. 

@ Monitor real-life trade rumors. This is especially true 
for owners in A.L.-only or N.L.-only leagues. You'll want to 
be ready to pounce on players who switch. Mixed leaguers 
need to be just as attentive because each trade has a ripple 
effect. A trade could bump a closer to a setup role, a starter 
to the bench or a top prospect from Class AAA to the 
majors. 

@ Boost your bench. You can never have too much depth 
to guard against injuries and fatigue. This is especially true 
at catcher. SN 


Walk(s) in the park 


Fantasy owners concerned about their 
WHIP numbers should recognize the 


challenges Do tadium poses to the 
category. The field ranks second in the 
majors with a bases on balls “park 
factor” of 1.139. Translation: Pitchers 
(Marlins and opponents combined) 
issue almost 14 percent more walks in 
Marlins home games than in Marlins 


A’s OF Shanne 
power is returning, and he’s running more 
than he did in recent seasons. He'll never be the 


road games. Perhaps the spacious South 
Florida park features a good batter’s eye 
for hitters, who thus can recognize 
pitches easier. More likely, Miami’s low 
altitude makes it difficult to control 
breaking pitches. Either way, the Marlins’ 
staff might have a good excuse for 
issuing the most walks in the big leagues 
this year. —Eric Ferguson 


art is coming on strong. His 


basestealer he once was—especially with 
Oakland—but Stewart belongs on mixed-league 


rosters. 


Diamondbacks RHP Brandon Webb has 


allowed five earned runs in five different starts 

this season, the latest coming last week against 

the Cardinals. That’s not characteristic of a fan- 

tasy ace. Walks again have become a problem for 
Webb; he is headed for the second-highest total of 


his career. 

qualifies for the outfield in most league 

formats, although that coincides with 

his slump at the plate. Speaking of 

slumps, Indians DH Travis Hafner now 
qualifies at first base in most leagues. 

Mariano Rivera is the closer who gets the 


Tampa Bay’s Jonny Gomes now 


most attention in New York. But across town, 

the Mets’ Billy Wagner is having one of his finest 

all-around seasons. Surprisingly, though, Wagner 

had just 18 save opportunities at the break. In his 

past four full seasons (2002, ’03, ’05 and ’06), he 
averaged 44. —Chris Bahr 
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Hitting less than his 
weight, Pedroia 
adjusted in a big way 


Let’s get something straight. 

Dustin Pedroia’s success at the plate is not a 
fluke. Boston’s second baseman may not look 
imposing, at 5-9 and 180 pounds, but he can 
swing the stick as well as he flashes the leather. 
He has always hit wherever he has played—.448, 
.459 and .445 in his final three years in high 
school, .347, .404 and .393 in his three standout 
years at Arizona State and .357, .293 and .305 in 
his three seasons in the minors. 

Those aren't the numbers of an all-glove, no- 
bat infielder. But that was the perception of 
Pedroia through spring training, and his slow 
start this year didn’t do much to discredit the 
critics. How could the Red Sox, a team with 
World Series-or-bust aspirations, turn over the 
second base job to a rookie who hit just .191 in 
his 2006 debut with the team, a guy who looks 
more like a batboy than a batsman? 

Pedroia entered the Red Sox’s May 3 game 
against Seattle with a measly .172 batting 
average after taking an O-fer for the 13th time 
this season in his previous start. He had scored 
only five runs and managed just two RBIs as he 
struggled to find his way in the big leagues. Let’s 


call that his “getting adjusted” phase. But 
Pedroia adjusted, and we'll call his next 23 
games his “I’m here” phase—.461 with a pair of 
homers, 14 runs and 14 RBIs. “I knew it would 
come sooner or later, and it’s been fun since I 
started hitting,” Pedroia says. “That lets you 
enjoy the game a lot more.” 

And he has maintained his solid play—going 
5-for-5 in one game—after that hot stretch. 
Moved from the ninth spot toward the top of 
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the order, Pedroia is hitting .318 for the Sox, 
who have the biggest division lead in baseball. 
He has a keen batting eye and excellent hand- 
eye coordination, and he knows how to use both 
to his advantage. “I’m just trying to get a good 
pitch and hit it hard,” he says. “That’s the biggest 
thing—if they don’t throw you a strike, don’t 
swing at it. Just try to get a pitch you can drive; 
don’t swing at pitchers pitches and stuff like 
that.” —Ryan Fagan 


A.L.EAST 


BALTIMORE ORIOLES The team will evaluate LHP Garrett 
Olson in the second half. In the Class AAA International 
League, he ranked first in innings, second in ERA and 
10th in strikeouts at the time he was promoted. Olson is 
replacing RHP Steve Trachsel (strained gluteus) for now 
but ultimately may push LHP Brian Burres into a relief 
role. ON THE HOT SEAT: DH Jay Gibbons hasn’t hit for 
average or power. He signed a lucrative extension before 
the 2006 season, but he could end up trying to find his 
swing at Class AAA Norfolk. —Spencer Fordin 


BOSTON RED SOX CF Jacoby Ellsbury, regarded as the 
club’s top position prospect, provided a glimpse of the 
future during his brief call-up by flashing electric speed 
and terrific instincts. He needs to play every day, so 
Ellsbury likely will spend most of the second half at Class 
AAA, but it’s going to be tough to keep him there in 
2008. ON THE HOT SEAT: SS Julio Lugo hit .197 in the first 
half, and considering he is locked up for four years at 
$36 million, the team can’t simply get rid of him. But it 
does have a decent short-term solution in Alex Cora, who 
figures to be in the lineup a couple of times a week. 
Hitting coach Dave Magadan has been working hard with 
Lugo on his mechanics. —lan Browne 


NEW YORK YANKEES Don’t look for the team to be a 
seller at the trading deadline, but it probably won't be a 
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LITTLE PAPI: Red Sox DH 


David Ortiz hasn't hit a homer 
at Fenway Park since April 21, 
which has led to endless spec- 
ulation about the source of his 
power shortage. Ortiz had leg 
cramping in May that seems to 
have led to flaws in his swing. 


_ The Sox need him to be a men- 


acing presence to be their best. 


buyer, either. Adding another player probably won't 
make much of a difference. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Kyle 
Farnsworth has become increasingly unreliable and has 
been unavailable periodically because of back pain. After 
being lifted from one outing, he showed up manager Joe 
Torre by throwing his glove into the dugout. —Bryan Hoch 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS The team is taking note of the 
high pitch counts LHP Scott Kazmir amasses, and it is 
monitoring his delivery to see whether it can come up 
with a way to improve his command and get quicker 
outs. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Edwin Jackson has the 
tools, including a 95-mph fastball, to be an aboye- 
average starter. But he has lacked consistency and 
confidence. He is out of options, so Jackson likely will 
remain with the Rays all season, but he could be sent to 
the bullpen. —Bill Chastain 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS CF Vernon Wells is showing signs 
of emerging from a seasonlong slump. He has switched 
back to a 32-ounce bat because he couldn’t get 
comfortable with a 33-ouncer. Wells has opened his 
stance a little, which has helped him recognize pitches 
better. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Josh Towers hasn’t had 
much success as a starter or a reliever. He is the fifth 
starter now, but he won't be for long if he doesn’t learn 
how to minimize damage. —Jordan Bastian 
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Todd Jones 


‘Break’ applies only to non-All-Stars 


Recharged from the All-Star 
break, we’re preparing for the 
stretch drive. First, there’s the so- 
called dog days, which are not dog 
days at all for teams in the race. 
Then comes September—when 
youre in a close race, every game is 
like a playoff game. 

But the break always is nice. 
Most of us try to get as far away 
from the game as we can. A mini- 
vacation, a quick trip home or 
three days of hanging out in the 
living room. Doesn’t matter. What- 
ever we do, we want to avoid all the 
meetings and spray charts and 
pitching sequences. I’d guess most 
players don’t even watch the All- 
Star Game—well, except to make 
sure a teammate doesn’t do some- 
thing silly like trip running out for 
introductions. 

I like to watch the Home Run 
Derby and at least some of the 
game. It’s interesting to check the 


different perspectives the Tigers’ 
All-Stars have on the experience. 
Justin Verlander, for example, will 
be at his first one, but I see a guy 
who probably thinks this will 
become old hat. Magglio Ordonez 
just wants to hang out in such big- 
name company, chilling in the 
clubhouse. Pudge Rodriguez is the 
veteran but in so many ways is the 
same ol’ Pudgy. He’s been to a 
bunch of All-Star Games and says 
now he likes going because his kids 
are at an age when they can 
understand what the experience 
means. 

From my limited All-Star expe- 
rience, I can tell you that the stars 
don’t get much of a break. It’s a 
whirlwind three days. Arrive late 
on Sunday, interviews and a 
workout on Monday. It seems like 
there are 80 dozen baseballs to sign 
in the clubhouse. Then there’s a 
reception after the derby, which 
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can be a pain. With so many 
hounds looking for signatures to 
sell on eBay, it’s almost impossible 
to get around town. 

You do get some peace on the 
day of the game, and with no 
media allowed in the clubhouse 
before the game, you can get to 
know your teammates. You can 
find out who’s a good guy and 


The All-Star festivities have their fun moments for A-Rod, Pudge and 
others, but the whirlwind of activity can be taxing. 


who's a “look, dig me.” Usually, the 
superstars hang together and the 
guys who are having a good year 
stick with each other. It’s over in a 
hurry, though, and before you 
know it, the break is history and 
we can start to see October. 


E-mail Tigers reliever Todd Jones at 
tiones @sportingnews.com. 
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CHICAGO WHITE SOX RHP Jose Contreras, who 
struggled in the first half, says he is healthy. But the 
White Sox are concerned about his lack of command in 
the strike zone and that his fastball is dropping into the 
high 80s at times. ON THE HOT SEAT: SS Juan Uribe’s 
immense talent is offset by his mental lapses. He lacks 
patience at the plate and sometimes botches routine 
plays. Uribe is in no danger of losing his job this season, 
but the club could turn down its option on him for 
next season. —Scott Merkin 


CLEVELAND INDIANS Kelly Shoppach, who has been 
RHP Paul Byrd’s personal catcher all year, has ensured 
himself additional playing time with his improvement at 
the plate. He has always had power, and he has been 
hitting for average this season. ON THE HOT SEAT: RF Trot 
Nixon’s performance at the plate tailed off considerably in 
June, and he hasn’t shown much on defense. Franklin 
Gutierrez has begun spelling him against lefthanders and 
has gotten some starts against righthanders, too. That 
could become more of a trend if Gutierrez continues to 
hit well. —Anthony Castrovince 

DETROIT TIGERS The Tigers thought they were taking 
on a project when they traded for LHP Macay McBride, 
but he has shown surprising consistency and command. 
His repertoire makes him a power complement to fellow 


THE VALUE OF REST: Tigers 
LHP Nate Robertson felt fresh 
after coming off the D.L. and 
has had better movement on 
his pitches, which could allow 
him to rebound with a strong 
second half. When Robertson 
gets late movement on his 
slider, he can use it as a 
strikeout pitch. 


lefty specialist Bobby Seay. ON THE HOT SEAT: LF Craig 
Monroe’s prolonged slump could create more time for 
Marcus Thames, who had a huge series against Boston last 
weekend. Monroe is starting to get better swings, but he 
tends to get himself behind in counts because of his 
inability to track breaking pitches. —Jason Beck 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS Esteban German provided 
excellent offense in place of 2B Mark Grudzielanek (knee). 
But Grudzielanek, who was activated shortly before the 
break, will keep his job because he’s better on defense. 
The Royals believe German will help the team best as a 
utilityman. ON THE HOT SEAT: LF Emil Brown needs to 
step up his performance against righthanders. He is 
considered one of the team’s best trading chips and could 
help the Royals land a prospect. —Conor Nicholl 


MINNESOTA TWINS LF Rondell White’s return from a 
calf injury will give the Twins’ power-hungry lineup a 
boost. White has appeared in just three games and is 
expected back from the disabled list shortly. ... OF Jason 
Kubel has made some strides in his approach, but the 
Twins still are hesitant to use him against tough 
lefthanders. ON THE HOT SEAT: 3B Nick Punto’s defense 
has been solid, but he flies out too much and bunts too 
little. His batting average and confidence have dropped. 
Jeff Cirillo could take his job. —Kelly Thesier 
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Things you need to know about ... Rockies LF [Viatt Holliday 


Matt Holliday, a two-time All-Star, has 
emerged as an N.L. MVP candidate. Coming 
out of the break, he is hitting .341 with 15 
home runs and 69 RBIs and ranks among the 
league leaders in all three categories. Listed at 
6-4, 235, Holliday is on pace for 25-plus 
homers. 

He doesn’t see himself as a power hitter. “I 
look at myself as a good hitter. I can hit some 
home runs, but I want to do more than that. I 
take pride in being able to hit for average, hit 
with two strikes and drive in runs.” 

He could have been a football star. Holliday 
was one of the nation’s top quarterback 
prospects coming out of Stillwater (Okla.) High 
School and was planning to play football and 
baseball at Oklahoma State, but he decided to 
take the $840,000 the Rockies offered him as a 
seventh-round pick in 1998. 

“I could have made my decision after playing 
both sports in college, but I decided the Rockies 
gave me a better opportunity. I always thought 
the faster I got into pro ball, the faster I would 
be able to get to the majors. Besides, football is a 
once-a-week sport, and you practice more than 
you play.” 

He comes from a baseball family, too. His 
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dad, Tom, is associate head coach at N.C. State, 
brother Josh is the hitting coach at Georgia Tech 
and uncle Dave is a Rockies scout. “My dad 
hasn’t given me any hitting advice since high 
school—and not much then. My brother gives 
me some from time to time. But I’m here every 
day working on my things. They’re far away, and 
they know it would not be right to jump in and 
give me advice.” 

He plans on continuing the Holliday baseball 
way. The older of his two sons, 3-year-old 
Jackson, already is a regular in the Rockies’ club- 
house—and frequently can be seen smacking 
his dad’s batting practice pitches. “The 10-day 
road trips are tough. I try to get my wife and 
sons in for one of the stops and pull some Dad 
duty, I love it.” 

A hitting tip from one of the all-time 
great sluggers has made a difference. Mark 
McGwire, visiting a friend on the Rockies’ 
coaching staff last year, told Holliday that a pro- 
nounced leg kick—which Holliday had toyed 
with—would help him keep his weight back on 
his swing, according to Yahoo! Sports. The web- 
site reports that Holliday put McGwire’s advice 
to use: “I figured if he liked it, maybe I should 
try it and stick with it.” —Stan McNeal 


LOS ANGELES ANGELS With C Mike Napoli (shin) 
shelved, C Jose Molina has assumed a bigger role 
and Jeff Mathis was summoned from Class AAA. 
Napoli’s bat will be missed, but Molina is a solid 
defender with a strong arm and has an excellent 
rapport with the pitching staff. Mathis also is a 
strong defender. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Bartolo 
Colon is at risk of losing his spot in the rotation to 
LHP Joe Saunders. After a 5-0 start, Colon is 1-4 
with a 9.08 ERA in his past eight outings. The 
shoulder problem that limited him to 10 starts last 
year isn’t the issue as much as his inability to locate 
his fastball. Colon no longer throws in the upper 
90s, and he is getting crushed when he pitches up in 
the strike zone. —Lyle Spencer 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS With RHP Justin 
Duchscherer (hip) out for the year, RHP Santiago 
Casilla can lock down a roster spot for good. A 
longtime prospect, Casilla has bounced between 
Oakland and Class AAA Sacramento for several 
seasons but now is thriving in a late-inning role 
with the A’s. ON THE HOT SEAT: 1B Dan Johnson has 
been streaky and needs to stay hot to hold off 
prospect Daric Barton, who has been pounding 
Class AAA pitching and is the club’s first baseman 
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) SEEKING HEALTHY RETURNS: Angels 


LF/DH Garret Anderson, who had a fitful first 
half because of a hip flexor injury, needs to 
regain his quick hands at the plate. He’s hit- 
ting seventh but will move to the middle of 
the order—and offer protection for RF Viadimir 
Guerrero—once his power returns. 


of the future. Johnson could be dangled before the 
trading deadline. —Mychael Urban 


SEATTLE MARINERS The All-Star break gave the 
team time to digest the resignation of manager Mike 
Hargrove, which shocked the clubhouse. One rumor, 
apparently unfounded, is that CF Ichiro Suzuki made 
it known he would not re-sign if Hargrove remained. 
ON THE HOT SEAT: Unless rookie RHP Brandon 
Morrow starts regularly pounding the strike zone 
with his 97-mph fastball, his role as the eighth- 
inning bridge to RHP J.J. Putz, the closer, could be in 
jeopardy, especially with the impending return of 
hard-throwing RHP Mark Lowe. —Jirm Street 

TEXAS RANGERS It hasn’t been an easy season for 
first-time manager Ron Washington, but he deserves 
credit for keeping the entire roster involved. He gives 
regular rest to 40-year-old CF Kenny Lofton and gets 
backup C Adam Melhuse a couple of starts a week. 
ON THE HOT SEAT: RHPs Vicente Padilla and Robinson 
Tejeda, who were tied for the highest ERA in the A.L. 
among starters last week, could lose their spots in the 
rotation for good. Padilla has had a sore elbow and 
was placed on the D.L. Tejeda changes his delivery 
from pitch to pitch, which causes his control to 
become erratic. —T-R. Sullivan 


JOHN CORDES FOR SN (2) 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: JOHN DUNN FOR SN; JAY DROWNS / SN (2); GREGORY SMITH / AP 


THURSDAY, JULY 12: Yankees at Devil Rays 
Yankees relief pitcher Scott Proctor recently emptied, 
his locker and burned the contents after yet another 
subpar outing. If D-Rays relievers—statistically the worst 
in the majors—followed suit, we'd be hearing a lot about 


A big win amid a lot of 
losses on the South Side 


The White Sox are spiraling toward Royal- 
dom in the standings, but they did get left- 
hander Mark Buehrle, whose 3.03 ERA ranks 
sixth in the A.L., signed to a four-year, $56 mil- 
lion contract extension. The move delighted Sox 


wildfires on the East Coast instead of the West Coast. 


FRIDAY, JULY 13: Blue Jays at Red Sox 

Here’s how the Friday the 13th superstition is 
explained to Daisuke Matsuzaka, who still is accli- 
mating to American culture: It’s like getting no run 
support for more than a month or having to depend 
on a clutch hit from Julio Lugo to get you off the hook. 


SATURDAY, JULY 14: Cardinals at Phillies 

Iwo differing pitching philosophies, same results. 
The Cardinals prefer to destroy their postseason 
chances by moving relievers into their rotation; the 
Phillies go the opposite route, damaging their 
playoff hopes (and Brett Myers’ shoulder) by 
moving starters to the bullpen. 


SUNDAY, JULY 15: Pirates at Braves 

Pirates fans recently staged an embarrassingly inef- 
fective walkout. In Atlanta, such a demonstration 
usually is referred to as October. 


MONDAY, JULY 16: Orioles at Mariners 
Both interim managers still are getting a feel for the 


will and testament: Seattle’s John McLaren got the 
house, money, vehicles and jewelry, and Baltimore's 
Dave Trembley was stuck with the septic tank. 


TUESDAY, JULY 17: White Sox at Indians 
Cleveland fans haven't been shy about voicing 
disapproval of former Indian Jim Thome, which has 
surprised and angered Chicago manager Ozzie 
Guillen. Mainly because Guillen is accustomed to 
hearing his players booed only during home games. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 18: Diamondbacks at Brewers 
After a bitter offseason divorce, it's Johnny Estrada’s 
first chance to take some on-field swings at his 
former team. Estrada was upset about his lack of 
playing time late last season and whined that Ari- 


zona wasn't trying to field a contender. The D-backs 


dealt Estrada to Milwaukee—and, sure enough, Ari- 
zona is now a contender. Lucky for Estrada,.so are 


fans but disappointed front office types hoping 
to pick up an ace for the stretch run. Buehrle 
would have been the premier starter on the 
market approaching the July 31 nonwaiver 
trading deadline. It’s unlikely there will be 


* anyone of his stature available. 


Buehrle, 28, also figured to be the No. 1 free- 
agent target for most teams this winter. His 
signing can only be good news for Cubs 
righthander Carlos Zambrano, another proyen 
young starter who could hit the market if his 
long-rumored extension on the North 
Side doesn’t work out. 
—Ryan Fagan 


Buehrle’s new deal makes 
the trading deadline less 
of a big deal. 


teams they inherited. Think of it as a reading of a last 


N.LL. EAST 


ATLANTA BRAVES RE Jeff Francoeur has sacrificed some 
of his power and gained a better plate presence this 
season. Because he now shortens his swing when 
necessary, he has become a much better 2-strike hitter. 
ON THE HOT SEAT: One National League scout recently 
asked what had happened to RHP Kyle Davies. The 
Braves are wondering the same thing. Davies, 23, has 
struggled mightily since bursting onto the scene in 2005. 
With patience wearing thin, the team. may turn to 

' LHP Jo-Jo Reyes, 22. —Mark Bowman 


FLORIDA MARLINS Struggles with: command and 
confidence led to LHP Taylor Tankersley’s demotion to 
Class AAA. After a solid rookie season in the setup role, 
Tankersley (shoulder) opened 2007 on the D.L. and his 
velocity dropped. Journeyman Erasmo Ramirez is taking 
over asia lefthanded specialist. ON THE HOT SEAT: Hindered 
by injuries, RF Jeremy Hermida has yet to live up to the 
expectations that made him the 11th overall pick in the 
2002 draft. When Cody Ross (hamstring) comes off the 
D.L., he might take at-bats from Hermida. —Joe Frisaro 


NEW YORK METS The return of RHP Pedro Martinez 
next month appears likely now that he has progressed to 
pitching in simulated games. His projected return and 
the Mets’ sense of how he will handle regular work will 
affect whether they'll pursue pitchers before the trading 


\ 


the Brewers. —Chris Bahr 


ov 


FUTURE STAR ALERT: 
IF Yunel Escobar’s emergence 
has created the possibility. 
that the Braves will trade 
2B Kelly Johnson in the off- 
season. Johnson, who would 
have good trade value, may be 
better suited to hit leadoff, but 
the team loves Escobar’s strong 
arm and maturity at the plate. 


deadline. ON THE HOT SEAT: The'recall of utilityman 
David Newhan could be short-lived if he doesn’t hit better 
than he did in his first stint with the Mets this season. 
Newhan is versatile but could get squeezed out when 
OFs Moises Alou (quadriceps) and Endy Chavez 
(hamstring) return. —Marty Noble 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES Ss Jimmy Rollins has bunted 
for a hit twice in recent weeks, but given his skills, Rollins 
doesn’t keep infielders honest nearly as often as the team 
would like. ON THE HOT SEAT: Despite a recent short 
surge in production, LF Pat Burrell has become the 
invisible man in the Phillies’ lineup; he isn’t hitting for 
average and has lost playing time to Greg Dobbs and 
Michael Bourn. If Burrell doesn’t become more consistent, 
he will be limited to pinch-hitting duty. —Ken Mandel 


WASHINGTON NATIONALS Manager Manny Acta 
wants LF Ryan Church to be more aggressive and look to 
drive the ball when he is ahead in the count. ... In an 
effort to avoid surgery, RHP John Patterson plans to seek 
treatment in Toronto for nerve problems in his right 
elbow. ON THE HOT SEAT: OF Austin Kearns hasn’t been 
much of a run producer. Some in the organization believe 
Kearns is not getting good pitches to hit and needs better 
protection. Others think pitchers are busting him inside 
because he stands too close to the plate. —Bill Ladson 
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1. Scot Shields. Francisco Rodriguez 
may have been the one at the All-Star Game, 
but no Angels reliever has been more 
valuable than Shields. He hasn't allowed 
arun in 18 straight appearances, dating 
) ~ to May 20. Shields isn’t some one-trick 
specialist, either. He threw three innings 
in the Angels’ 13-inning win over the 
Yankees last Saturday. 
2. Manny Acta. One positive to take 
> aS away from the Nats’ first half is that 
Acta has shown promise as a first- 
time manager. The team entered the 
All-Star break 36-52, which is only two 
games worse than last season when 
Washington had Alfonso Soriano, Jose 
Guillen and Jose Vidro on its roster. 

3. Adrian Beltre. July appears to be a 
good month for Beltre, who hit .458 in his 
first seven games. That followed a .190 June, 
which followed a .306 May, which followed a 
.244 April. Obviously, a little consistency 
would help the Mariners’ long-range 
chances. 


NY 


LL.CENTRAL 


CHICAGO CUBS When the Cubs acquired C Rob Bowen 
from the Padres in June, they projected him as a starter. 
Like backup Koyie Hill, Bowen is fitting in nicely behind the 
plate but struggling on offense. Manager Lou Piniella likely 
will give more playing time to the catcher who picks up his 
offense first. ON THE HOT SEAT: Piniella won't tolerate 
defensive lapses, so error-prone SS Cesar Izturis has 
been losing playing time to IFs Mike Fontenot and Mark 
DeRosa. —Carrie Muskat 


CINCINNATI REDS Interim manager Pete Mackanin plans 
to start No. 2 C Javier Valentin more often. Valentin’s time 
behind the plate was limited under Jerry Narron because 
Valentin is the club’s top pinch hitter. He’s also a better 
hitter than No. 1 C David Ross. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Kyle 
Lohse could be one of the first to go if the Reds are sellers 
at the July 31 trading deadline. Lohse has been brilliant in 
the games he has won but is susceptible to big innings 
when he doesn’t have his best stuff. —Mark Sheldon 


HOUSTON ASTROS Mark Loretta will continue to start in the 
absence of SS Adam Everett (leg), even though Eric Bruntlett 
is a better defender. Loretta has been hitting above .300 since 
April. ON THE HOT SEAT: Chris Burke was expected to get 
most of the starts at second base after Craig Biggio got his 
3,000th hit, but Burke must hit better than Biggio—who has 
been surging—to take his job. —Alyson Footer 
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1. Derrek Lee’s and Albert Pujols’ power. 
Prince Fielder has seven more homers than 
his fellow N.L. All-Star first basemen a 
combined. Lee is hitting .330 but has > 
just six homers, and hitting homers is 
part of his job description. Pujols hasn't 
homered since June 14 and doesn’t have | 
an extra-base hit this month. W) 

2. The Devil Rays. Right when it »! 
seemed this team was going places—and by | 
going places, I mean ahead of the Orioles in 
the A.L. East hierarchy—Tampa Bay lost 13 
of 14 games heading into the break. 
Everyone knows the D-Rays’ pitching is bad, 
but the offense failed to top four runs 10 
times during that stretch. 

3. Michael Cuddyer. It was noteworthy 
when he went 0-for-6 in a game in which his 
team scored 20 runs. What’s more telling is 
that he’s hitting .237 since the start of June. , 
If the Twins are going to go on another / 
second half run, they'll need Cuddyer 4 
to be a force in the middle of the / 
order. —Kyle Veltrop / 


- J ty 
MILWAUKEE BREWERS 1B Prince Fielder began July with 


three hitless games. He tries to carry the team at times and 
is prone to overswinging, a habit hitting coach Jim Skaalen 
is attempting to break. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Dave Bush 
must limit big innings or top prospect RHP Yovani 
Gallardo will take his spot in the rotation. The team wants 
Bush to start, but he was a closer at Wake Forest and has pro 
experience as a reliever. —Adam McCalvy 


AN 

al : PITTSBURGH PIRATES 1B Adam LaRoche says he is as 
' locked in at the plate as he has been at any point in his 
Me career. He is hitting to the opposite field more often and 
isn’t hesitating to put balls in play rather than trying to 
draw a walk. ON THE HOT SEAT: Until LF Jason Bay begins 
to produce, manager Jim Tracy may use him in the No. 6 
spot behind LaRoche and RF Xavier Nady, both of whom 

have been more consistent lately. —Jenifer Langosch 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS OF Ryan Ludwick is providing 
desperately needed power. Ludwick, who can hit anyone’s 
fastball, is playing in left field against lefthanders and in 
center and right against some righties. ON THE HOT SEAT: 
After making strides in the bullpen, RHP Kip Wells has 
moved back to the rotation. But RHP Chris Carpenter is 
expected back soon and RHP Todd Wellemeyer, who was 
bumped to the ’pen, has been solid as a starter. The team has 
options if Wells reverts to previous form. —Matthew Leach 
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The return of the 20-game winner—well, probably 


Those of us who tend to dwell on the way things were 
lamented the disappearance of the 20-game winner last 
season. For the first time in major league history— 
excluding the strike-shortened seasons of 1981, 1994 and 
1995—no one reached the coveted milestone in 2006. 
The Twins’ Johan Santana and the Yankees’ Chien-Ming 
Wang led the way with 19 victories each. No one in the 
National League won more than 16 games, for crying out 
loud. 

But a check of the league leaders at the 2007 All-Star 
break—the season’s traditional halfway point—seems to 
indicate that order has been restored. Fifteen pitchers had 
won 10 or more games, and nine were nine-game win- 
ners. The Indians’ C.C. Sabathia and the Red Sox’s Josh 
Beckett boasted 12 victories, and the Angels’ John Lackey 
had 11, Instead of wondering if someone will break 
through this season, the focus in some quarters is on how 
many pitchers will reach 20. 

But not so fast. A year ago, 16 pitchers had won 10 or 
more at the break, and 10 others were nine-game win- 
ners. What happened? Fewer opportunities thereafter, 
coupled with subpar performances and/or bad luck. 

The fact is, the All-Star break is not the midpoint of 
the season anymore—far from it. When the majors 
wound up “first half” play on Sunday, one club had 
played 90 games and four had played 89. 

So, while Sabathia and Beckett, in particular, seem to 
have 20 within their grasp, do they really? 


N.L.WEST 


ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS In his third year, 1B Conor 
Jackson still hasn’t developed much power. He’s not 
hitting the ball with enough authority, often because 
he allows his shoulder to fly open. ON THE HOT SEAT: 
3B Mark Reynolds has cooled considerably after a torrid 
start. He’s starting to handle sharp breaking balls better, 
but he'll need to maintain the improvement to keep a big 
role with the team. —Steve Gilbert 


COLORADO ROCKIES 3B Garrett Atkins is allowing 
pitches to get deeper in the strike zone before he swings, 
especially with runners in scoring position, and as a result 
is regaining his ability to get good line-drive contact to 
right-center. ON THE HOT SEAT: LHP Brian Fuentes won't 
be the closer again until he finds his strikeout form from 
the past two years. He's struggling with his fastball 
location, and his slider and changeup work off his fastball. 
The team likes RHP Manny Corpas as a closer, but with the 
opportunity to contend, Fuentes could get another shot if 
he corrects his problems quickly. —Thomas Harding 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS After ace RHPs Brad Penny 
and Derek Lowe, the rotation has become ragged. At the 
break, the group included LHP Mark Hendrickson and 
RHP Chad Billingsley and one more arm to be decided. 
ON THE HOT SEAT: Nomar Garciaparra is healthier than he 
was last season, but his power and batting average have 
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@ Sabathia. His career-best victory 
total of 17 came as a rookie in 2001. 
Sabathia’s workload in ’07 raises 
some questions about his dura- 
bility—he already has made 
19 starts (his career high is 33). 
But considering his competitive 
nature and that the Indians are in 
a pennant race, Sabathia figures to 
make it to 20 in Cleveland’s 74 
remaining games. 


@ Beckett. He had 18 starts and 11 
victories at the break last year on the 
way to a career-high 16 wins; after 
the break, he started 15 games 
and won five times. In 2007, his 
12 wins at the break came in 16 
starts. The injury bug is always a 
concern with Beckett, but he 
appears zeroed in this year. With 75 
games left on Boston’s schedule, 
mark him down as a yes. 


As for the other 20-win contenders, history—as in 2006—tells us to reserve judgment. 
—Joe Hoppel 


dropped. The emergence of 1B James Loney forced 
Garciaparra to move to third base, and C Russell Martin 
took Garciaparra’s No. 3 slot in the lineup. Manager 
Grady Little is a loyal supporter, but Garciaparra, 33, is 
slipping. —Ken Gurnick 


SAN DIEGO PADRES The All-Star break came at the 
right time for 1B Adrian Gonzalez, who stumbled through 
a recent 12-game stretch in which he was 4-for-47 with 
one RBI. He concedes he was putting too much pressure 
on himself. He corrected a problem with his hips flying 
out too early. ON THE HOT SEAT: RHP Scott Linebrink 
already has allowed seven home runs after giving up nine 
in 2006. He will keep his eighth-inning spot for now, but 
manager Bud Black won't be afraid to use RHPs Cla 
Meredith and Heath Bell in the role. —Corey Brock 


_ SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS After struggling through 
a four-start stretch, rookie RHP Tim Lincecum has a 
1.35 ERA in his past 20 innings. He’s taking more time 
between pitches, which prevents him from rushing his 
delivery and helps him maintain his composure. 
ON THE HOT SEAT: OFs Dave Roberts and Randy Winn 
should keep an eye on rookie Fred Lewis, who already has 
two grand slams this season. Lewis is unpolished, but his 
potential to develop as a speed and power threat 
intrigues the Giants. —Chris Haft 
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Now, about that whole Chase format ... 


Straightening out a bent 


By Kenny Bruce 


ASCAR officials say the media goaded 
them into it, and if that’s the case, well, 
maybe we ought to bring a laundry list 
of ideas to the track for consideration 
by those who run this sport. 

You won't find it anywhere in print as far as 
NASCAR's rulebook and assorted bulletins are 
concerned, but suspended crew chiefs—as 
abundant this year as ice-cold beers in the 
grandstands—are no longer welcome at the 
track. 

Sounds bizarre, doesn’t it? One would think 
that a “suspended” crew chief, or anyone who 
has run afoul of the rulebook and been told not 
to bother coming to the track for a specified 
time, would abide by the spirit of those rules in 
the first place. Unfortunately, that has not been 
the case. It’s true that some of those who have 
been suspended in the past for a variety of 
indiscretions haven’t been allowed in the 
garage, on the pit box or in any of the other 
places a NASCAR license would normally get a 
person. But they haven't exactly been excluded 
from the goings on at the track. They've shown 
up in motorhomes, in suites—just about every- 
where but behind the counter at the infield 
concession stand. 

NASCAR officials said all along that they 
didn’t have a problem with such appearances. 


They simply didn’t want the suspended parties 
to have direct contact with the teams in compe- 
tition areas during the course of a race 
weekend. And their “suspensions,” for the most 
part, accomplished that. 

Barely. 

The problem is that a crew chief doesn’t have 
to be in the garage or atop the pit box to partic- 
ipate as the weekend unfolds. Want to talk 
about race strategy? Head out to the 
motorhome lot. The car not handling up to par 
during practice? We'll meet later and discuss it 


It's the Life. 


Can two-time Series champ Kevin Harvick take 
another checkered flag at Chicago? 


‘So they said “suspended,” but | think they really meant, 
“Do whatever you want—just don’t wear the headset.” ’ 


over a couple of steaks. As one 
team owner said, “Hell, if that’s 
being suspended, I wish they 
would suspend me for life.” 

Sure, a suspended crew chief 
can communicate with his team 
even when he isn’t physically at 
the track. But when he continues 
to show up on race weekends—as 
has been the case with Tony Eury 
Jr., Steve Letarte and Chad Knaus 
this season—then clearly some- 
thing is wrong. 

Nearly every other NASCAR 
penalty carries a certain degree of 
weight, depending on the severity 
of the infraction for which it was 
imposed. Being docked 100 points 
because your car failed postrace 
inspection means you lose 100 
points. Not 99, not 95, not 
90. Likewise, speeding on pit 
road will cost you another trip 
into the pits, and, if you do it 
under caution, you get sent to the 
rear of the longest line. Not some- 
where close to the rear. 

Suspensions should be no different. Until 
now, the suspension of a crew chief was virtu- 
ally useless in terms of punishment because the 
sanctioning body failed to enforce it. Hopefully, 
by making suspended parties persona non 
grata, NASCAR has put a little bite into a 
penalty that has been little more than a joke. SN 


Kenny Bruce is an assistant managing editor for 
NASCAR Scene. Read more from Bruce at 


©2007 ESPN, Inc. 
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The change in sponsorship in NASCAR’s pre- 
mier series from Nextel Cup to Sprint Cup is 
interesting for people who care about zzzzz. 
Sorry. Got bored just typing it. The name 
change to Sprint Cup will have no effect on 
racing, fans or the schedule. Which is not to 
say the schedule won't change. Chairman 
Brian France said last week that the sport is 
constantly looking at ways to tweak the 36- 
race season. Two suggestions: Drop the early 
off-week and run the 

Pepsi 400 on the Fourthof = [—————=— 
July. > Martin Truex and 
his sponsor, Bass Pro i? 

Shops, have signed a three- 

year deal to stick with 

Dale Earnhardt Inc. DEI 

continues to look for a 

driver to replace Dale 

Earnhardt Jr., who, as you 

might have heard, is leaving the team to join 
Hendrick Motorsports next season. The 
company hopes to have a driver on board by 
early August. Otherwise, it will be tough for the new merchandise to be 
ready for next season. * The sniping between teammates last weekend 
made a thrilling night of racing even better. Tony Stewart called out 
Denny Hamlin, and Kyle Busch ripped anyone who has ever set foot in a 
Hendrick Motorsports Chevy. Stewart and Hamlin surely will make up, 
or at least they'll say they have. But don’t expect any warm fuzzies from 
Busch or his teammates. That situation will not end well. > After Jeff 
Gordon was docked 100 points for bumper violations found at Infineon 
in June, there was a lot of talk that the penalty was meaningless because 
his lead in the points race was so big and the points will be reset for the 
Chase, anyway. But don’t expect NASCAR to tailor-make penalties to 
ensure they hurt teams. France specifically pointed out that’s exactly 
what NASCAR does not want to do. NASCAR reportedly is looking 


You’re stuck with this DEI junk, and | get to go drive Hendrick cars. What a hoot! 


at decreasing the number of teams that automatically qualify for every 
race. As it stands now, the top 35 in owners points get automatic berths 
in every race, In a perfect world, NASCAR would eliminate that rule 
and only the fastest 43 cars would race every week; more likely, the 
number will drop to 25 or 30. » In addition to providing more accu- 
rate scoring, NASCAR's loop data offers fascinating insights into racing. 
Sensors placed around the track record the running position of each 
driver, which makes setting the field after a caution considerably easier 
and faster than it used to be. In addition, the loops provide interesting 
information, such as this remarkable nugget: On the final lap last week, 
Busch and Jamie McMurray traded the lead seven times and McMurray 
won by 0.005 seconds. That tied for the second closest finish since 
NASCAR started electronic timing. 
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Last Saturday's Pepsi 400 will go down as the 
best race of the season. It was crazy, intense 
and out of control ... but enough about Kyle 
Busch, 
Pot, meet kettle. So let me get this straight: It’s 
OK for Nextel to change its name to Sprint, but 
it’s not OK for Cingular to change its name to 
AT&T. Have fun explaining that to a judge, 
NASCAR. 
Congrats to for ending his 
streak of 166 races without a win. There's a 
reason so many drivers congratulated him on 
TV: He’s a thoroughly decent guy. 

—Matt Crossman 
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» ‘Sunday after- 

s noon racing is 
a date with 
your wife. 
Saturday night 
racing is beers 
at the bar with 
your buddies. 


Go out on the town 
with Matt Crossman at 


sportingnews.com. 
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Jeff Burtan 


na series title-sponsored by Nextel (soon to Only in America—and more specifically, only Daytona 500, Burton has emerged as a go-to guy 
be Sprint), Cingular driver Jeff Burton won in NASCAR. when motorsports reporters are in need of 
his last Cup event April 15 at Texas in a race Any interview with Burton is likely to evolve thoughtful, honest impressions on a variety of 
sponsored by Samsung while he was waiting into a debate, something the 40-year-old native topics. He also has become one of the sport’s 
for AT&T to be approved as his car’s pri- Virginian enjoys. In the days since Dale Earn- leading safety advocates since that dark Feb- 
mary sponsor. hardt’s tragic crash on the last lap of the 2001 ruary day in Daytona. Along with Brian Butler 


PULLIN 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


¥ 


‘When I leave this sport, | want to leave it believing 
I have done something that left it better than it was.’ 


and John Melvin, 
Burton designed a head- 
surround system that is 
now being used by 
young racers across 
America. Of this, Burton 
says, he is most proud. 

Two weeks before 
signing a long-term con- 
tract extension with car 
owner Richard Childress 
last month, Burton 
shared his opinions on a 
host of issues with 
SportsBusiness Journal 
correspondent and 
NASCAR Scene associate 
editor Kris Johnson. 

Q: Can you imagine 
the confluence of spon- 
sorships that  sur- 
rounded your April win 
happening in any other 
sport? 

A: As other sports go, 
certainly not. But other 
sports aren’t as corpo- 
rate-supported as ours. Our sport is a really 
unique situation. With the exception of golf, 
every other major sport is a franchise situation. 
We're running a $150 to $180 million business. 
Our way of making that work is through corpo- 
rate sponsorship. It’s impossible for car owners 
to do this without it, which means that we’re 
going to have conflicts from time to time. 

Q: You have been very involved with Duke 
University and its children’s hospital. As a big 
Duke basketball fan, have you and Coach K ever 
talked shop? 

A: We’ve had conversations and compared 
our sports a little bit and talked about the things 
that are similar. We recruit just like they recruit, 
although we can pay people; they can’t pay 
people. The pay scales are fairly similar across 
the garage area (for crewmen). We have to build 
an environment that people want to come to 
work at Richard Childress Racing for reasons 
that have nothing to do with pay, the same way 
Duke has to do that. 

Q: Coach K’s appearance in American Express 
ads caused a bit of a stir. Do you think that pro- 
vided a recruiting advantage, and was it a con- 
flict of interest? 

A: You're asking the wrong person. My whole 
life revolves around corporate sponsorship and 
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Whether racing in the 
Cingular or AT&T 31 

car, Burton has 
answered the call. 


corporate involyement. I heard a little bit of 
fussing about it, but I never understood why 
anybody complained about it. The only people 
who complained about it were people who 
couldn’t get a deal themselves; that’s the way I 
look at it. He is the face of college basketball, as 
much as a lot of people don’t want to admit 
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>This is ... Jeff Burton 


Hometown: South Boston, Va. 

Resides: Huntersville, N.C. 

Family: Wife, Kim; children, Paige and 
Harrison. 

Hobbies: Duke basketball, boating, deep- 
sea fishing, golf. 

Favorite movie: Clear and Present Danger. 

Favorite vacation spot: The Bahamas. 

Favorite musician: Jimmy Buffett. 

Nextel Cup record: 457 races, 19 wins, 
185 top 10 finishes. Tied for 18th in victories 
in the Modern Era (since 1972). 

Busch Series record: 270 races, 24 wins, 
127 top 10 finishes. Tied for fourth in 
victories. 


that. He’s going to get 
more attention and 
more opportunities for 
corporate involvement 
than the others will 
because of that. That’s 
the way it is. None of the 
other coaches or colleges 
complain when the local 
Chevrolet dealership 
wants to give a coach a 
car or when a coach can 
get a shoe deal, but they 
only complain when he got a bigger deal than 
they could get. That’s nearsightedness—that’s 
what that is. 

Q: Not that any single person could replace 
Dale Earnhardt Sr. as the sport’s spokesperson 
among competitors, but you have seemed to fill 
that void in many ways as a go-to guy in the 


Fantasy experts Roger Kuznia and 
Vinnie lyer pick Nextel Cup race winners. 


Who will win at Chicagoland? 


Roger: | like drivers with a little something extra 
to prove, and Matt Kenseth certainly has that 
heading into the Chicagoland race. If not for Jeff 
Gordon’s bump last year, Kenseth might have 
hung on and won the race. Kenseth is at his 
best at intermediate tracks like this 1.5-miler, 
and he'll have all the fans from nearby Wis- 
consin there to spur him to victory. Ah, the power 
of cheese. 


Sleeper: Juan Pablo Montoya. 
Not so fast: Jamie McMurray. 


Vinnie: Don’t worry, Roger, Matt Kenseth isn't 
alone—Jeff Gordon has pretty much bumped 
everyone out of the way this season on his way to 
the top of the Nextel Cup standings. With Denny 
Hamlin lurking behind him, No. 24 will kick it into 
gear at a track where he has had unbelievable 
success. He'll repeat and make it five top five fin- 
ishes in seven Chicagoland races. 


Sleeper: Reed Sorenson. 
Not so fast: Kasey Kahne. 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished in points races): 
Roger 2,458; Vinnie 2,377. 
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What if the last 75,000 miles never happened to your engine? 
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Revitalize your car’s performance with Mobil 1 High Mileage. Give your engine a fresh start with 
Mobil 1 High Mileage, the oil that outperforms all conventional oils. It can reduce sludge and other deposits from 
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your engine’s performance and extend its life, get Mobil 1 High Mileage today. Learn more at mobil1.com. 
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‘If you have to use profanity to have personality, then we don’t need a personality.’ 


garage when media seek a 
candid opinion. How big 
of a compliment is that to 
you? 

A: It’s a huge compli- 
ment. The reason why is I 
honestly believe the 
quality of my life profes- 
sionally has been greatly 
enhanced because of the 
things that the generation 
before me did. When I 
leave this sport, I want to 
leave it believing I have 
done something that left 
it better than it was. I 
work exceptionally hard 
on safety stuff. I went toa 
Bandolero race a few 
years ago, 8- and 9-year- 
old kids racing, and every 
car had the head-sur- 
round system in it that 
Brian Butler, myself and 
John Melvin designed. 
Nobody had it until we 
went and did it. 

Q: You have two more wins in 


Burton (left) has 


your career than Dale Earnhardt 
Jr. does. Sponsorship will never be 
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Promotion ends August 1, 2007. Official rules and list of prizes are available at www.dickies500,com 
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become a respected spokesman for his sport. Heck, even other drivers, 
such as Mark Martin, don’t mind listening to him once in a while. 


a concern for Junior—granted, his 
situation is unique—but is it frus- 
trating sometimes to see drivers 
garner sponsorship for their ability 
to push products rather than their 
driving talent? 

A: There’s no question that 
Junior is in a situation that’s dif- 
ferent than anybody else because 
of what his father was able to do, 
and, by the way, because of what 
he’s been able to do. He has two 
things there that most people don’t 
have, and because of that he’s in a 
different position than every other 
driver in the series, including Jeff 
Gordon. But I don’t hold that 
against him. I think he appreciates 
it, that he’s worked hard for it and 
cares. That’s just life, If you went 
and did a big background search 
on me, youd find people that'd 
say, “Well; his daddy was rich, and 
he never had to work and blah, 
blah, blah.” And I can tell you that 
they’re right. My dad was wealthy. 
That did give me advantages other 
people didn’t have. But you can ask 
the people that I’ve worked with 
about my work ethic, and they'll 
tell you it’s as high as anybody 


they've ever been around. 

Q: With corporate 
money the lifeblood of 
your sport, many fans 
complain about vanilla 
drivers and the lack of 
true characters. Is there 
room for real personali- 
ties in NASCAR any- 
more? 

A: I get perturbed with 
that. I guess the question 
is, if you have to use pro- 
fanity to have personality, 
then we don’t need a per- 
sonality. I can’t ever 
remember being repri- 
manded by a sponsor 
because I made a com- 
ment. I think that whole 
thing has been grossly 
overexaggerated. Has Jeff 
Gordon changed from 
when he came in this 
sport? 

Q: Having had so 
much success, he has the freedom 
to speak his mind. As does Junior 
because Budweiser allows him to, 
but many drivers don’t have that 
luxury. Have you felt, at all 
restricted? 

A: I’ve always tried to ‘express 
myself in a way that would matter, 
that would make a point, that 
would make an impact. Getting 
out and showing your ass isn’t 
necessarily an effective way of get- 
ting something done. Are we dif- 
ferent from where it was in the 
50s? No question. Because no- 
body was watching. If me and my 
buddies go out and play golf, ’m 
going to say things to them that 
I’m not going to say on camera 
because it’s not appropriate. I hate 
it when they say, “Because of tele- 
vision, they've lost their personali- 
ties.” I look through the garage 
and I see Tony Stewart, there’s 
Carl Edwards, there’s me ... well, 
we can’t talk about Matt Kenseth 
because he’s a robot (laughs). I 
don’t see where there’s a lack or 
loss of personality, but there is an 
etiquette of things. There is a right 
way to do things. SN 
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Special thanks to Dave 
Blaney and the entire Bill 
Davis Racing Caterpillar 
team for giving Toyota its 
first NASCAR NEXTEL Cup 
Series™ Budweiser Pole 
Award at New Hampshire 
International Speedway. 
For the latest news, visit 
toyota.com/pitpass 
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Coach K likes his recruiting classes small and his benches short. 
If you've got a problem with that, you can go to North Carolina. 


Duke will remain 
an exclusive club 


By Mike DeCourcy 


decourcy @ sportingnews.com 


0 program is going to collapse 
because a player like Jamal 
Boykin transfers out, least of all 
Duke. The Blue Devils losing a 
guy who averaged a point a 
game—yes, that’s right, half a basket—is 
like Eva Longoria bruising her upper 
thigh. You and I will never see the differ- 
ence. 
When any player leaves Duke, though, 
he does leave a mark. Because the pro- 
gram maintains a smaller roster than 
most—and recruits a smaller pool of 
players to fill that roster—any departure 
is more obvious and perhaps a bit closer 
to the bone. 
Coach Mike Krzyzewski rightly insists, 
“T think over the course of my 28 years, 
we've had very few transfers.” In recruiting 
a smaller group of players, Duke’s goal is 
to gain a deeper understanding of those 
prospects and build stronger relation- 
ships with them. 
But with Boykin and center Eric 
Boateng before him transferring, and 
with forward Josh McRoberts departing 
to become a second-round pick in the 
NBA draft, it appears Duke might 
have misread those players during 
the recruiting process. The NCAA's 
summer evaluation period began 
last week, so this seems an appro- 
priate time to wonder whether 
this small leak in the Blue 
Devils’ operation needs 
to be repaired. 
Should Duke cast a 
wider net? Krzyzewski 


Boykin (left) and 


says no. “Looking at a McRoberts aren’t the only 
number of kids is dif- )\ Blue Devils who bailed 
ferent, but I need to ni early, which leaves 
develop a relation- questions about Coach K’s 
approach to recruiting and 


ship with kids in 
recruiting—not just |) 


to recruit them but } 
7 


\ 4 


\ one \, playing time. 
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to coach them.” He believes that even if a few of 
those relationships haven’t worked out, on bal- 
ance the Duke program has flourished. 

“T don’t want to go nuts and now we're going 
to bring 12 kids in on visits. Most of the years, 
we have around five kids visit. 'd rather have it 
that way. Then I know them. That's very, very 
important to me.” 

Must Duke fill its scholarship allotment? 
Rival North Carolina frequently rotated 12 
players in important games last season, whereas 
the Blue Devils began the 
season with only 10 recruited 
scholarship players and were 
down to nine when Boykin 
left at the semester break. 

This season, Krzyzewski 
will have 11 recruited schol- 
arship players. Although 
starting with more would 
make it easier to absorb the 
impact of transfers and early 
draft entries, he is not sur- 
rendering his preference for 
a tight roster. 

Might Krzyzewski be 
more generous with playing 
time? I chose the word gen- 
erous carefully because 
essentially the issue is 
whether he should be 
handing playing time to guys 
he believes are not ready to 
make good use of it. 

Certainly it would be 
easier to placate players (and 
their parents) by just putting 
them into games, but 
Krzyzewski holds to his stan- 
dards. “We run a collective 
race together, but each kid 
runs his own race,” he says. 

He remembers Elton 
Brand and Shane Battier 
entering school together in 
1997. Brand had immediate 
success and was national 
player of the year as a sopho- 
more. Though more highly 
regarded as a prospect, Bat- 
tier accepted his role the year 
Brand hit it big, stuck with 
Krzyzewski’s plan and became player of the 
year as a senior. 

“There are different times for different kids,” 
Krzyzewski says. “But in this culture, more 
people want it to happen now than it will 
happen for. In some cases, there’s nothing you 
can do about it—except what you've always 
done.” SN 
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Porter makes a good point— 
sometimes it’s OK to shoot 


For every assist Tajuan Porter recorded for the 
Oregon Ducks last season, he shot the basketball 
5.5 times. But he insists he is a point guard. 

“You've got to do whatever the team needs,” 
Porter says. “Sometimes, it may be scoring. You can’t 
go out there and be like a robot: /’m going to pass 
the whole time. You've got to keep the defense off- 
balance” 

A tiny package of energy at 5-6, 160, Porter is 
one of the point guards the United States will trust in 
the U-19 World Championship in Serbia, which starts 
Thursday and ends July 22. Porter has had moments 
both hot (five 3-pointers and four assists against the 
Chinese national team) and cold (0-for-7, zero 
assists against Africa) in pretournament prep games. 

The Ducks need him to be their point guard this 
season. Aaron Brooks became a first-round NBA 
pick last month, leaving the position as the only 
vacancy on a team that reached the 2007 NCAA 
Elite Eight. 

“They know when | get going, they look for me?” 
Porter says. “You give it to the hot hand in college 
basketball. And once you get going, that draws 
attention and opens up your teammates’ 

Can a scoring point be a winning point? Brooks 
led Oregon with 17.7 points per game last season— 
and 4.3 assists. It can work. 


One thing I’ve noticed watching the coaches on the 
summer recruiting trail: Apparel companies will slap a 
college’s logo on any piece of clothing now, not just the 
T-shirts and golf shirts of a decade ago. It would be no 
surprise if Bruce Pearl showed up at the Vegas tourna- 
ments in a Tennessee tuxedo. 


It’s interesting that Texas will retire Kevin Durant's 
No. 35. Because he sure wasn't there long enough to 
wear it out. 


He's only a high school sophomore, but Dakotah Euton 
of Ashland, Ky., is just begging to be compared to Larry 
Bird. Committed to Kentucky, Euton stands 6-8, shoots 
great from the outside, is marginal athletically, has 
shaggy blond hair—and has No. 33 across his chest. 
He might want to think about a different number—or 

a dye job. 


Kansas PF Darrell Arthur, 
who suffered a stress 
fracture in his left leg, is 
expected to be cleared to 
work out by the time fall 
classes start, but his 
injury is a blow to the 
U.S. team competing at 
the U-19 World Cham- 
pionship in Serbia. Because of his versa- 
tility—he’s a face-up shooter and low-post 
scorer—“He’s the prototype guy you want 
to bring along,” says U.S. coach Jerry 
Wainwright. Arthur was looking forward to 
the trip because he wanted to represent his 
country—and because he had never been 
overseas. ® With Arthur out, the nature of 
the U.S. offense will change. Michigan 
State’s Raymar Morgan (6-7, 225) will play 
more often as an undersized power for- 
ward, and the team will become more 
dependent on the low-post scoring of 
North Carolina C Deon Thompson. “This is 
really important to him,” Wainwright says 
of Thompson. “He’s been waiting his turn 
to play at North Carolina, so this is an 
opportunity.” » SF Tyler Smith, who left 
Iowa after an excellent freshman season, 
has been cleared to play immediately at 
Tennessee. Smith’s father has lung cancer, 
and, because of the extraordinary circum- 
stances, the NCAA granted a waiver of the 
one-year waiting period for a transfer. 
President Myles Brand constantly talks 
about the NCAA being more athlete- 
friendly, and this is a prime example of that 
directive taking effect. * Tennessee would 
love to be able to use Smith on its August 
trip to the Czech Republic and Austria, but 
the NCAA rule prohibiting transfers from 
playing on such trips will stand. The Vols 
can’t play Smith or 6-6 G J.P. Prince. The 
rules would allow Dane Bradshaw, a senior 
last season, to go along, but coach Bruce 
Pearl wants to use this trip for the express 
purpose of learning how to play without 
the versatile, do-everything forward. 
> Missouri is relieved PF DeMarre Carroll 
was not injured severely when he was shot 
in the lower leg while apparently a 
bystander to an altercation outside a night- 
club. The bullet did not strike Carroll 


| 


|BLOG ALERT | 


‘Are Kentucky fans so desperate for 
recruiting success that signing Alex 
Legion seems like a really big deal?’ 
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in the bone or Achilles’, 
and he was eager to ditch 
his crutches soon after. 

* Word is Coastal Carolina 
protected itself by insisting 
new coach Cliff Ellis accept 
a $1.5 million buyout 
clause. If Ellis attempts to 
move to a more lucrative 
job, somebody will have to write Coastal a 
big check. * UCLA's Josh Shipp is back 
running as he continues to rehab from off- 
season hip surgery. Shipp had trouble 
staying in shape when he last had a hip 
operation, in 2005, but this time has kept 
his weight steady. He is likely to fill the 
shooting guard spot vacated when Arron 
Afflalo left for the NBA. Luc Richard Mbah 
a Moute will move to small forward. 

» Notre Dame bruiser Luke Harangody still 
can throw his weight around—but he has 
a little bit less of it. Harangody has 
dropped 12 pounds to 248, which is 
helping him move better and. will make 
him even more difficult to guard when he’s 
stationed on the perimeter. Harangody is 
typically a baseline banger, but he has the 
shooting touch to draw defenders away 
from the goal. 


Arthur’s injury will 
keep him on this 
side of the Atlantic. 


Get Mike DeCourcy’s take on Billy 
Gillispie's progress and all the other 
recruiting buzz at 
sportingnews.com. 
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A glimpse into the future 


You've heard a thing or two about Greg 
Oden and Kevin Durant, but what about 
the rest of the incoming rookies? This draft 
class has been tabbed as the deepest talent 
pool in a long time—maybe ever. So who 
else should you be keeping an eye on? 


Acie Law, PG, Hawks 

Law won't take over at point guard right 
away—the job still belongs to veterans 
Tyronn Lue and Speedy Claxton—but the 
former Texas A&M star will get a fair 
amount of playing time. And Law knows all 
about helping turn around a poor team. 
A&M was in much sorrier shape when Law 
got there than the Hawks are now, but Law 
and former coach Billy Gillispie made the 
Aggies into a top 10 team. At A&M, Law did 
more scoring than distributing because he 
had to, and he developed a knack for drop- 
ping in clutch shots. That’s what Hawks 
coach Mike Woodson is looking for. He has 
talked about how the best teams have point 
guards who can score—Phoenix (Steve 
Nash), Detroit (Chauncey Billups) and San 
Antonio (Tony Parker), Law could be just 
that. 


Corey Brewer, SF, Timberwolves 


Brewer is one of those 
guys who could fit just 
about any scheme on any 
team. He will earn playing 
time right away because of 
his intensity, long arms and 
athleticism, and he'll get a 
chance to develop his 
offensive | game—which 
often has been described as 
“expanding’—and _ball- 
handling on the job. 
Brewer probably won't win 
the rookie of the year 
award, but he'll be a big 
part of any success Min- 
nesota has regardless of 
whether Kevin Garnett 
remains with the Timber- 
wolves. “To be honest, out 
of most all of these rookies, 


he’s one I don’t see any downside with,” a Western Conference 
scout says. “I think he’s successful no matter what.” 


Joakim Noah, F/C, Bulls 


The one thing Phoenix could offer free-agent SF Grant 
Hill that no other real contender could was playing 
time. In fact, Hill will have a chance to earn a starting 
job if coach Mike D’Antoni decides he wants to keep 
Boris Diaw on the bench and out of an unnatural small 
forward role. The problem for the Suns, though, is that 
they can’t be too reliant on Hill—even after his come- 
back from five ankle surgeries, he has missed an 


average of 31 games over the past three years. ® Orlando’s hiring of 
assistant coach Patrick Ewing to work with PF Dwight Howard raised some 
eyebrows in Houston, where Ewing worked with C Yao Ming. Ewing’s 
work with Yao received a less than stellar review from the Rockets. > The 


74. SPORTING NEWS , 7/16/07 


Noah likely will have a 
bigger impact than his limited 
minutes will seem to indicate. 
The Bulls have a no-offense, 
great-defense interior presence 
in Ben Wallace, and those two 
won't be on the floor together 
much unless coach Scott Skiles 
is aiming for a bunch of 75-72 
games. But Noah will give the 
Bulls energy off the bench. His 
ability to set screens and hustle 
after loose balls will fit per- 
fectly with Skiles’ approach. 

—Ryan Fagan 


A freshman 
perspective on 
the 2008 draft 


College freshmen went first, 
second and fourth in the 2007 
draft. They could go first, second, 
third and fourth in 2008— 
Stanford sophomore Brook 
Lopez is the only nonfreshman in 
this early projection of the top 
stateside talent—but that doesn’t 
mean this group will match what 
Greg Oden and Kevin Durant 
accomplished as collegians. It 
means they might be the best of 
what's left for the next draft. 

1. 0.J. Mayo, PG, 
freshman, Southern 
California. America’s most 
famous high school player since 
LeBron James, Mayo can be an 
elite point guard if he regains 
control of his emotions. 

2. Mike Beasley, PF, 
freshman, Kansas State. 
Scouts love his athleticism and 
face-up shooting. College offers 
the chance to show he can be a 
committed rebounder. 

3. Brook Lopez, F/C, 
sophomore, Stanford. He is 
underdeveloped as a post scorer 
but is a defensive presence. 

4, Derrick Rose, PG, 
freshman, Memphis. He's a 
pure point guard with every 
physical tool—but his shooting 
touch needs work. 

5. Eric Gordon, SG, 
freshman, Indiana. A member 
of the Spiece Indy Heat club that 
produced Oden and Mike 
Conley, Gordon (6-4) is a 
powerful, dynamic scorer despite 
being small for his position at 
the NBA level. —Mike DeCourcy 


Sonics touted new coach PJ. Carlesimo as a teacher 


|| when they interviewed him last week. Clearly, Car- 


lesimo is presenting himself in softer tones these days, 
hoping to bury any memory of the tough-guy coach 
who was once attacked by Latrell Sprewell. “You need to 
learn from mistakes, you need to learn from your past 
experiences,” Carlesimo told reporters. “In the same way 


that we ask players to improve, coaches need to 


improve, too.” » The Bucks, apparently, are sticking to their guns on 
draft pick PF Yi Jianlian, who is refusing to go to Milwaukee. Multiple 
general managers who inquired about Yi said last week that the Bucks 
told them they have no intention of trading him. —Sean Deveney 


a 
~~ 
w 
z 
& 
q 
Po) 
2 
o 
= 
5 
= 
a 
te 
5 
na 
& 
2 
2 
Fd 
e 
aa 
& 
z 
8 
ro) 
a 
& 
oy 
= 
3S 
& 
a 
= 
g 
rs) 


FROM LEFT: PRESTON C. MACK FOR SN; JIM MCKNIGHT / AP; JAY DROWNS / SN; ROBERT SEALE / SN ARCHIVES 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Like ‘em or not, stats can’t be brushed 
aside. Fact is, they often create a 
compelling picture on the football field. 


Paint by 
numbers 


By Matt Hayes 


sportingnews.com 


Overrated 
Erik Ainge, 
QB, Tennessee 


An overused story 
heard throughout the 
SEC last season was the 
“reclamation” of Ainge 
under new coordinator 
David Cutcliffe. Now, a 
dose of reality. 

In seven conference 
games, Ainge threw for 
1,516 yards and seven 
touchdowns with five 
interceptions. In 
nonconference games, 
he passed for 1,473 
yards, 12 touchdowns 
and four interceptions. 
His passer rating against 
conference opponents 
was 129.74 (a middle to 
low rating) vs. 185.75 
(an elite rating) in 
nonconference games. 

Which games mean 
more? Ask Phil Fulmer. 


Underrated 


Chase Clement, 
QB, Rice 


Last season, Rice 
played in its first bowl 
game since 1961. And 
the reason wasn’t All- 
American wideout Jarett 
Dillard. 

Clement played only 
eight games because of 
thumb and collarbone 
injuries, and five were on 
the road. In those five 
games, he threw for 
1,182 yards and 15 
touchdowns with one 
interception. 

In seven games 
against Conference USA 
opponents, he threw for 
1,408 yards and 16 
touchdowns with five 
interceptions. But his 
grade is incomplete 
because he didn’t play in 
losses to UCLA, Texas 
and Florida State. 


tell a story. 


smart coach once told me statistics are for 
assistant coaches and losers. 
I beg to differ. Statistics— like *em or not— 


Don't like the BCS? There have been nine 
title games since its inception in 1998—and nine dif- 


ferent national champions. 


That old cliche that defense wins championships? 
Of the teams with the top 10 scoring defenses last 
season, nine won at least 10 games. Penn State, the 


team that didn’t, won nine. 


With that in mind, these four players had big num- 
bers last season—and have big hype heading into 
2007. But look closely at the numbers, everyone. It’s 
easy to see who deserves the love and who doesn't. 


Overrated 
P.J. Hill, 
RB, Wisconsin 


One month into last 
season, we were 
inundated with Ron 
Dayne comparisons and 
Heisman Trophy talk. Not 
even close. 

In three games against 
ranked teams, Hill rushed 
for 238 yards and 
averaged 3.4 yards per 
carry. In 10 games 
against unranked teams, 
his totals were 1,331 
and 5.5. There was 
another key number on 
Hill’s ledger: 15 
touchdowns against 
unranked teams, 0 
against ranked teams. 

In six road games 
(including two at neutral 
sites), Hill ran for 587 
yards and averaged 4.1 
per carry. In seven home 
games, he had 982 
yards and averaged 5.8. 


Underrated 


Ryan Torain, 
RB, Arizona State 


Nine of 10 college 
football fans have no 
idea who Ryan Torain is. 
The answer: the guy who 
brought it in big games. 

In seven games 
against teams with 
winning records, Torain 
rushed for 725 yards and 
a 6.2-yard average. In six 
games against teams 
with losing records, he 
had 504 yards and a 4.8 
average. 

Against the Pac-10's 
four best defenses (USC, 
UCLA, Arizona and 
California—with three of 
the games on the road), 
Torain ran for 464 yards 
and averaged 5.3. He 
played significantly better 
in six road games (622 
yards, three TDs) than his 
six home contests (447, 
three). SN 


The SEC, which is closely 
watching the development of 
the Big Ten television network, 
might not follow with its own 
network as first planned. The 
Big Ten is having problems get- 
ting its network on local cable 
outlets, and there is some 
thought within the SEC—and 
other conferences looking to 
make similar moves (ACC, Big 
12)—that public squabbles with 
cable companies will hurt 
product value and therefore 
weaken negotiating power in 
national television contracts. 
> Offensive coordinator James 
Franklin, considered a key hire 
by Ron Prince when Prince took 
over at Kansas State last year, 
already is staring at a crossroads 
season. A highly respected 
recruiter at Maryland earlier 
this decade, Franklin must get 
talented QB Josh Freeman to 
take the next step in his devel- 
opment and get more consis- 
tency from an offense that 
scored just 26 touchdowns last 
season. Freeman didn’t throw a 
touchdown pass in six losses, 
but he did throw 12 intercep- 
tions. Prince was one of the 
nation’s best offensive coordina- 
tors at Virginia before arriving 
at K-State, and he won't put up 
with an ineffective offense. > 
Heralded freshman QB Stephen 
Garcia’s chances of playing this 
fall at South Carolina continue 
to dwindle. Off-field issues put 
him well behind the other quar- 
terbacks, and a knee sprain sus- 
tained during summer work- 
outs could limit him early in fall 
camp. Considering the Game- 
cocks’ uncertainty at the posi- 
tion (read: Blake Mitchell’s 
inconsistent play), Garcia still 
will get a chance to compete for 
the spot if he’s healthy. 
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EXP*®SURE Mud, sweat and no fear 


Braves catcher Brian McCann lost his mask, his helmet and more than a few 
droplets of sweat, but he held on to the ball when the Dodgers’ James Loney plowed 
into him at home plate last week. You'll need to guard this week’s Sporting News 
with the same ferocity because it’ll be two weeks before you get another one. 
In the meantime, we'll keep churning out the hits at sportingnews.com. 
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ZIP CODES CHANGE 
BUT LOYALTIES NEVER DO. FOLLOW YOUR HOME TEAM, WHEREVER YOU CALL HOME 
WITH NFL SUNDAY TICKET,“ ONLY FROM DIRECTV. 


Whether you're a transplanted Cheesehead living in Los Angeles or an expatriate of the Raider Nation who has moved to 
Dallas, the only way to be there, screaming for your hometown team every Sunday, is with NFL SUNDAY TICKET.” exclusively 
from DIRECTV. No matter which team you live and breathe for, you'll get all the best matchups with up to 14 games every 
Sunday, compared to only 4 on cable. Now there's no better way to see your boys take it to the house than from your own house. 
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DIRECTV. 
Visit your localretailer | directv.com | 1-800-DIRECTV = “tie 7Etevision 


STARTING AT $29,995* GM 100,000-MILE/5-YEAR POWERTRAIN WARRANTY? EPA ESTIMATED 20 MPG HWY HUMMER.COM 
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VEHICLE SHOWN $30,395. MSRP, Tax, title, license, dealer citi Models. Whichever comes first. See Aecaier for limited warranty sake General Motors Corporation, 2006. 


